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L E T T E R I. 

f 

On Evil in general; 

SIR, 

HAVING cnjoy'd the pfeafore of 
many accidental conferences with 
you on metaphyfical, moral, political, 
and religious fobjeSs ; on which you eve^ 
feemed to converfe i^rkh tnort fagaatfi 
4s well as mort cahdor, than is ufual on 
the like occafions ; 1 ima^'d it might 
hot be unentertaining either to y<!yu, ot 
myfelfi to put together ifly Ifentfttlftnte 
6n thdfe impOrtmit t^pics^ and cbniifeu- 
hicate them to you from time to time as 
the abfence of bufinefi, or of rfiore agftt- 
B able 
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2 T^Q NATURE and 

able amufements may afford me oppqr'- ' 
tunity. This I propofe to do under the 
general title of an lAquiry intcf the Na- 
ture, and Origin of Evil -, an Inquiry, 
. which will comprehend them all, and 
. \vtiich, I think, has never been attended 
to with that diligence it deferves, nor 
with that fuccefs, which might hzvc 
been hx>ped for from that litde that -ha& 
been beftow'd upon it. The right un- 
derftanding of this abftrufe {peculation^ 
I look upon to be the only folid foun- 
dation, on which any rational fyftem of 
Ethicks can be built ^r for it feems in>' 
^pOffible, that men (hould ever arrive at 
any juft ideas of their Creator, or his 
Attributes, any proper - rations of their 
relation ;tD : hifP,: or^ their duty fo. each 
other, without firft fettling in their raju^ 
fome; faUs^ory Ibluifen oi this impor- 
. ., taat 
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ORldtN of EVIL. 3 

lant queftion, Whence came Evil? 
Whilft we find ourfelves liable to innu- 
merable miferies in this life; apprehcn- 
(Iviebf ftill greater in another, and can 
givfc no prdbable accdurit of this bUr 
wretched fituatibn, what fentiments muft 
we entertain of the juftice and benevo- 
lence of our Creator, who placed us int 
it, without our foUicitations, or conlent ? 
The works of the Creation fufficiently 
dcmonftratc his exiftence, tlieir beauty, 
perfeftion, and magnifience* his infinite 
power, and wifdom ; but it is the Hap- 
pinefs only, which we enjoy, or hope 
for, which can convince us of hi$ Good^ 
flefs. 

•* * 

It is the folution therefore of this im- 
portant queftion alone, that can afcertain 
the moral Charafteriftic of God, and 
B 2 upon 
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4 The NATURE and 

lipon that only muft all human Virtue 

eternally depend. 

If there^s a Power above us^, 
(And that there is all Nature cries aloud' 
Thro* all her works) he muft delight in 

Virtue, 
And that, which he delights in, muft be 

happy. 

iSut fhou*d this divine reafoning of the 
philofopher be at laft inconclufive ; cou'd 
we once entertain fuch blafphemous no- 
tions of the Supreme Being, as that He 
might not delight in Virtue, neither 
adhere to it himfelf, nor reward it in 
others •, that He could make any part of 
his creation miferable, or fufFcr them 
to make themfelve^ fo without a juft 
caufe, and a benevolent end; all moral 
confideratiorts muft be vain, and ufelefs ; 

we 
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ORIGIN of EVIL. ^ 

^e can have no rule by which to direft 
our aftions, nor, if we hs^d, any kind 
of obligation to purfue it : nor in this 
cafe can any Revelation in the leaft affift 
us, the belief of all Revelation being in 
in its Qwn nature fubfequent, not only to 
the belief of God's exiftence, but of his 
juffice and veracity ; for if God can in- 
jure Us, he may alfa ddceive us; and 
then there is an end of all diftinftions be- 
tween good and evil, truth and falfe- 
hood, and of all confidence in God or 
. Man. 

I mean not by this to infinuate the 
Jeaft poffibility of a doubt concerning 
the Juftice or Goodncfe of our Creator, 
but only to ftiew the importance of this 
Inquiry and the utility of it towards 
ifettling our notions of his Attributes, 
B 3 and 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



6 Thq ?SI;A.TURE and 

and the reguli^tipn of our own behavioviy 
in conformity to them, 1 intend not by 
it to prove the benevolence of God buc 
to reconcile the miferies we fee and fufFer, 
with that , uncontrovertable benevolence ; 
I defign not to fhew that Gqd approver 
Virtue, hut that the admiflion of mor4 
Evil is not inconfiftent with that un- 
doubofed approbation : nor wou*d . I_ be 
underftood to aflert, that our obligation 
to be vir^uovS) depends on this abftrufe 
Spcpulation, but only that our right unr 
derftanding it will remove all doubti^.conr 
cerning the nature of Virtue^ and our 
obligation to pqrfue it, and fix them on 
the moft firm, and immoveable Bafw, 

T9 find out therefore how Evil of aay 
kind can b? the production of infinite 
Goodnefs, joined with infinite Powef, 

fhould 
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ORIGIN of EVIL.' f 

lliduia be the firft ftep in all our reli^^ '^ 
gious inquiries 5 the fexamiiiation into 
which wonderful paradox will le^ us '■ 
into. many uleful and fublime truths;^ 
and its perfedt cbmpreherifiort, was that 
poffible for our narrow capacities, would, ' 
I doubt not, make as furprifing difcove-^ 
jies m the Moral World, as mathemati- ' 
cal'and phyfical' knowledge have in the 

Natural. 

* 

To clear up this difficulty, fome an- 
cient Philofophers have had rccourfc to 
the fuppofition of two firft Caufes, on? 
Good, and the other Evil, perpetually 
counterafting each others defigns. Tikis' 
fyftem was afterwards adopted by the 
Manlchkan Herely, and has fince been 
defettded by the uigenious Monf. Bayle :[ 
but as the fupjiofition of two firft Caufes 
' B 4 is 
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»; The NATURE and 

is even in itfcif a contradiftion, and as the 
whole fcheme has been demonftrated by 
the beft metaphyfical Writers to be as 
felfe as it is impious,' all further ar- 
guments to difprove it would be need-. 
Ids* 

Others have endeavoured to account 
for this by the introdu<5tion of a Golden 
Age, or Paradifaical State, in which all 
was innocence and happinefs. 

y^ana metufque aberantj nee verba metuh 

ciafix0 
MreMgehintur^ nee fuppkx turba iime^^ 

bant 
^icis or a fui j fed erant fim mndki 



When 
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ORIGIN of EVIL. 9 

Whwi Mia yet new, T 
No rule biit wcorrupted Re^^ knew, I 
And with a n^ve hent did Good pur^ j 

fue; J 

Unfprc'd hy pujwfluncnt, unaw'd by fe?r^ 
His words were fimple, and his foul fin- 

ctvp: 
Ncedlefs was written law, when qoh^ op- 

The law of Man was ^written in his 

bread } 
Nq fyK^iam efowd^ bef<ye the Ji?dgf 

appeared. 
No court cre^d yet, nor qawfe w^ 

heard, 
But all was ikfe» ior Coufcience W4s tbi^ 

Guard. ' . 

y^ eraf \e$ernumy placi^que t^f$H^is 

aum 
Mukehnt Zephyri natosftnefemineflores 5 

Mox 
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lo The N A TUR E^ Wa ' 

M^ eHdm fhigis Mus imrdtafirei^afj' ■* 
Necrencivdtisaiergi^ahidhcanehititr^i^^ 
Flumiria jdfh' idlSfts^ jam ftuminJ^ n^£farii 

' iBanf, '\ ^ " '"''^ • 

I^avaqtte'de't^SfiiBabafaiUcem^a. ' '" 

The ' flowers unfown in fidds md niea- • 

dows reign'd. 
And Weftern Winds immortal Spring 

m^ntain^dft 
In following years the beaixkd cortt cnfu*d 
From Barth unaflc'd, nor was that Earth 

renewed. 
FfOnf ^ins of vaUeys milk and nc6ter 

broke. 
And honey fwdited fiom the pores of 

Oak. - ^ 

Amofing <iw;artsf aS ahTiird in {AHo- 
fo^jj as in poetry ddig^btfiil ! For tho' 
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ORIGIN;of EVaU n 

It is probable, from the moil Aocient Jitf* • 
tories, as well as from analogy drawn 
from, the r^ft of Nature's produdioos, 
that the VVoild might be more happy 
and more innocent in its Infancy^ than.^^ 
in more advanced Ages -, yet that it cou*d 
ever, be totally free from Vice^d Mi-f ; 
Yry, mayeafily, 1 think, be proved im- 
poflible, both from the nature qf this 
terreftrial Glob, and the nature of its 
Inhabitants. So tliat thefe inchantlc^ 
Scenes can in fad never have exifled : 
but, if they had, the fhort duration cf * 
this perfedion is equally inconfifknc with 
infinite Power, joined to infinite Wif- 
d9^i aiwJ. Goodnefs, as any originalini-' 
perfedion whatever. Fables then of this 
kind can never in the leaft account for 
the Origin of Evil : th^y aj?e all b»t mcftii - 
expsdieniB, which will sever be^ able^to * 

take 
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tt The NATURE and 
take away the difficulty, and can at moft 
but obfcure it, by (bifting it a littk back* 
wards into a Icfs clear light j like that 
Indian philofophy, accounting for the 
fupport of the World, which informs 
\js, that it is fuftained by a vaft Ele- 
phant, that Elephant by a Tortoife, and 
>then prudently drops any further in- 
quiry, 

The Divines and Moralifts of lat^ 
Ages leem perfcdly fatisfied that they 
i»ave looied this Gordian knot, by im- 
puting the fource of all Evil to the abufe 
^ Free-will in Created Beings. God, 
4hcy fay, never deligned any fuch thing 
, jBboa'd exift as Evil, moral or natural ; 
liut that^ving to fome Beings, for good 
;^ wife purpofes, a power of Frce- 
^ncyi they perverted this power to 

bad 
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dRlClN of EVIL, ij 

bad endsj contrary to his intentions atld 
commands; and thus their accidental 
wickednefs produced confequehtial Mi- 
&vy\ But to fuppofe in this manner^ 
that God intended all things to be good 
and happy, and at the fame time gav* 
being to creatures able and willing to ob^ 
ftruft his benevolent defigns, is a notio* 
fo inconfiftent with his wifdom, good- 
nefs, omnifciencc, and omnipotence^ that 
k feems . equally unphilofophica), and 
more evidently abfurd, than the other, 
'i'hey have been led into this error by ri- 
diculoufly judging of tht dilpenfation of 
a Creator to his Creatures, by the fame 
iiiles which they apply to the dealings df 
Men towards each other ; between which 
tliere is not the leaft proportion br fimi- 
litude. A Man who endeavours, to thtf 
utmoft of his power, to make others vir- 
tuous 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



14 The NATliRE and^ 

tuoiis and happy, however unfuccefsfiil^ 
is foffictently juftified ; but in a Being 
omnipotent and omnifcient, the Caufe 
of all caufes, the Origin of all thought^ 
will, and aftion ; who fees all things paft, 
prelent, and to come, in one inftantaneous 
view, the cafe is widely different; bis 
a&ive and permiflive will mufl: be exadly 
the fame; and, in regard to him, all con- 
fcquential and future Eyi!s, thro* every 
moment of time, are aftually prefcnt. 

Since therefore none of thefe pretended 
folutions can, I am certain, give fuch fa- 
tisfaftion to your comprehthfive under- 
flanding, let tis aow try to find out 
one more rational, and -more' confident 
with the analogy of- ever^->-i?hing a^ 

• *. . That 
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, That tbcrc. , is a Supreme B^ig infi- 
.Xiitejy |]pwerful, wife, and benevolqit, 
.the gfesit Creator ^nd Prefenrer of a^\l 
t^ipg5^^, is ia tni^h fo clearly demw- 
ftraifedt ^ tl?^ it fliall be ^ fi^e tafeeq for 
gran^^^/rhat there is ^Ifp ia the uni- 
verl^ fyft^ o^ things, the works Cjf his 
almight]^ Jiand, iftuch mifciy aixd wlck- 
ednefs^, t|^t is, much natural and^nq- 
ral EvjJp »is another truth, of. which 
jcvery hcHir's fatal experience cannot fail 
to CQnyiace. v^ Jioiy t^le tWQ un- 
doubted,, jet ^ecmipgqontradido^ truths 
can .be ^qconciled) tl^at; i$, l)iOW Eyil^ of 
any Jort could hzvcjk jj»x in thci woite 
of an.,omoipQtQqt;,,a^d good JBeing^ is 
, very djlficidt to aooouit^dToru Ki . wc . af- 
fert.that he could not prevent rftertiv ^wt 
deftroy his power } if ttiat he would not, 
• . . wc 
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'i6 the N-ATUkE and 
we arraign his goodnefs j and therefore 
his power and goodnefs cannot both be 
infinite. 

But hoWevef cohclufive this argument 
may feem, there is tbmewh^re of othef 
an error in it ; and this erfdr I tak6 to 
arife from our wrohg notions of omnipo- 
tence. Omnipotence cannot work con- 
tradi(^ions, it can only efFe6t dl poflible 
things. But fo liftle are wfe acquainted 
with the whole fyftem of Natin*6, that we 
know n6t what at*e poflible, and what are 
hot : but if we may judge from' that con^ 
ftant mixtuffe of pain with pleaflire, and 
of inconvenience with advantage, Which 
We muft oM&rve in every thing around 
Us, We have refafon to tonclude, that to 
cndae created Beings with peifeftion, 
th^t is, to produce Gobd ticlufive of 

Evil, 
5 
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dRiGIN ofEVlL. tf 

Evil, h one of thofe impoffibilities which 
^en infinite flower cannot accomplifli» 

The true foliition then of this iflcom- 
prehenfible J)aradox muft be this, that all 
Evils owe their cxiftcnce folely to the 
necefllty of their own natures, by nMch 
I mean they could rtot pofliWy have beert 
prevented, without the loft of fttoie fupe* 
rior Good, or the permiflion €)# feme 
greater Evil than themfelves ; or that 
rhany Evils will unavoidably infiflUate 
themfdves by the natural rdations and 
cifcumftances of things into the moft 
perfe6l fyftem of Created Beings, evert 
in oppofition to the will of an almighty 
Cfeator, by reafon they cannot be ex* 
eluded without wwking contradidions ; 
which not being proper objeft$ df power, 
it is no diminution of omnipotence to 
affirm that it cannot effeft them. 

C And 
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vi8 ^WUhT^mt>kkA 

-J 'Ahd-'Iterl^lk*Wilirb*J^ropcfrfW) IMfcif a 

'^ttlMeysii toi tie ^rnkderftdod! nttL&n^ cp- 
trenchment of the dirikteromffitpotcnQe) 
but only that fuch things are in their 

^bwn nit&res liiipraaicdile, and ifft^ffi- 
yk t6 br'petforfified, ^ ■ '^ ■ - 

^i> // That//tbo Q^linigbty > ihwld Ibe ih^s 
.ikmted^^ md^ciifn^ri^%;i^ tiiitore 
:>b£otfaiDg|Sy.^tif.fvMoh: lio ;liiibfid[f is tBe 
.rAuthofy ihaytOiibai&fi^lfiDtyery itt- 
.laffigiblel: ism^Gsifif iauhsaot at dUM- 
ihaik i» icaiiOMTO^ithatiiweiviciyjpbfrdile 
mcdwd ^«*i.ldrd*rir^, atfji^iigi and 
-^ft^hiitij^ the ItftftVe^fel^ fjrftenv df • ti^^, 
'ffidli J4iilrnte6i:lefe '1^ might 

'>ftarid%ilpiad&V' ithat jatl ^tha£ iogfijce 
^: : : power 
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, Bowr (iin4qW#^!iCOiil4i^,L. VIS to 
. ttttended; wkb *thfif)ka^iwidlfeweftv wd 

a j)6wdr/inf(lhe (Jyeator,. htttiiDainithat itta- 
perfe&ioii^iivbkrbLisitiiiereoli iiDithevoatwe 
urfiail'^watod tMn^. ' > :«'?f ^ 

T.'^'iygi^e^, J iix^gfp^,^ what ;hc 

Ancients meant by Fate, |q .wbiq^ they 

fancied that Jupiter^ and all the Gods, 

^iwfere-^dbli^edito fdbmit/ and^which was 

dtb^bis ^«2»i¥iit&tel^byii0|)O«^er wfaateven 

;^he ^iekksikoA to itanre liad Iraie dark 

4ttd oniMttl^giMe iiot]Oi)s:i^ this. kind, 

ivSiSdh thef joeichor iMidctilbMid them^ves, 

hbT'knefviiowitotcbtpbchbCifttthcK that 

ube i^rlsofif^en^ of .^Mater was the 

-<^«Jfe;0f>BrtHl5<itl«t i5ft^3»^idd bare 

-m^ 1^1; ^gA perfei^i^ori^t ihcrc 

Was in MatteHan eril t^ii'e]^ ugAmt to 

C 2 his 
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2o' Tiie'N'AVl^'Al^'a!ii' 

his benevolence^ which dfew another way^^ 
whence arofe all manner of Evils. 0£ 
the li^e kind is a Maxim of the lame 
Philofophjers^ That Pain is no Evil ^, 
which, if aflertpd with r^ard to the in- 
dividuals who fuffef it, is downright 
nonfenfe ; but if cotifider;^ as it afffeiSls 
the univerial Syftem, . is^. an undoubted 
truth, and nipans Qnly that th^re is n^ 
more pai?t in^ it than whajt-is j^iecelj^ tq^ 
the prodw(5tiGn of hapgi^cls* t Ho^ m^gji 
focvec of thefc Evils then . force theii>n 
felves iata the CrQatior^ fo loog as tiifr 
Good prepQoderat^s, it is-ft worl^, well 
wo^'tby of if^fi^fte WifdoiuapAiB^aevo- 
leiijue i an^ nptwithft^ndi^g thi§ imperr- 
fcaipnjs, of i,t^ gam^ the whole ii^.moft 
undoubtedly pe;cfeft. , , , 

Hence then we n:vay plainly fee, that 
much Evil may cxift, not at all incon- 

fiftent 
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cue, the more mlh,n„ ^i,,^ . 
Alcern w' lights b^I, „ T' T^ '*'? 

«>= oKprmg of Rcafc^ „ 

C 3 . . 
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22 The NATURE, &c. 

well as the Parent of all Virtue and Re- 
fignation to the juft, but unfcrutable, 
dUpenfations of Providence. 

But, iPjOrdfr more cle^ly to^explam 
thrs abflrefe ipfccul^ion, ft witf'benl- 
ccffary to divide Evils into their different 
Species, and beftow. oh each a feparate 
confideration. This I Ihall do under 
the f(dlo^'«i^%:h^s': Evils of ImjJerfcc- 
tion, Natural Evils, and Religious 
Evils ; which, I think, will comprehend 
mod of thofe to which human Nature is 
unhappily liable. And now. Sir, left I 
Ihould add one more Evil to this melan- 
choly Catalogue, which is that of along 
and tedious Epiftle, I fhall referve the 
examination into each of thefe particulars 
for the fubjeft of a future Letter; 
and conclude this by affuring you, that 

I am, 

SI R, &c. 
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.t).in;iijjvoi4 to 2nobi^lnD4lib 

-V'-^ -J? N^. ^ p^^i ^-^'^^^ -^^^r 

m,.-. ^ ,. ,,,1 -, .' ;; • ] .i)r/jN o: V'"'c7l''}:t 

- S^Pts of Impeffe6tion»: 

'.' M .:; '-f nr'r'.:frl i^ ::^ '- o^ '^)Oi!i 1 -'\. - 
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LETTER II, 

On Evils of Imperfedion. 
SIR, 

IN purfuance of the plan propofed in 
my laft, I fliall now proceed to ex- 
amine into the Nature of each particular 
kind of Evil, and in the firft place of 
thofe therein denominated Evils of Im- 
perfe&ion ; which are in truth no Evils 
at all, but rather the abfence of fome 
comparative Good ; and therefore I fhall 
not have occafion to detain you long on 
this part of my fubjed. 

N<i 
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eat). tpi(«<^i«fhcr •; eyery ^ pifltwe piuft 

h%^c^?W>pofe(irSfr, ya^ioji^ cc^QUf^ and of 

l^hti ^ih^^ all h^^xgay muft be 

fic^fiicd of ,,tr^ks, teapps, aad baflfes.v 

OTcry J)eajiH^4l-^ ^^^^f^l cdi^ce nugift 

^onfift'ofWghejr aad, Iqw^r^ ropr^an4 

lefs magnificent isipartp)e(ptp. ^ » , ,Thii^ ;^ ^ 

theveryeflenceofall created things, and 

Ihereftire ' tinttot be pf^erlted by' 'any 

Witans vi'hatevef, lintefs by hot cr^atJrt^ 

titem at aSQ : for which reafoh, in the fbti- 

^^ttiaSteii OT tht IMvefrl^, God was oWigdd, 

^tt wckt to carry' on that JufV fubordimtioh 

fo neceflary to the vejy cKiftenwot the 

whole, to create Bemgs of cHffcrenc tankaj, 

' and to beftow on Tarrous fpectes .of aii}- 

\tQzhi aod 9i£o on the irtdwiduals of^the 

fame 
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tages tte'givrthe liames'ofi&Uyj U^eAkt-i 
mki ^dt^ty^' and iin|ierfe£lk)tH< ztut 
ttry unjwClIy repiife them EiSb : Mrtto*^' 
as in truth they arc blcffingi is^far » rli^' 
extend, the* of an inferior degree. Tliey 
ire no more a6hial Evils, than^ a finaJ! 
eftate is a real misfortune, bcfcabTe maiiy 
may bd j^oflefftd of greater. ^ 
:...-, \ L . • ... 

"Whatever we enjoy, is purely a free 
gift: from our Creator ; bujtth^ we ^- 
jqf ^a more, can never jfisre be deer^e^ 
,flH iajMry» or a jiift reafoni to qwftion,^ 
kifimte ; benevolence. AH our hj^pinefs 
-ii: owijBg to^his goodnefs ; but that it \% 
*0O: greater, is owing vOnly to ourfclvcs, 
that lis, to our not hairing any inherent 
right to any happinefs, or even to any 
^ rt cxiftcncc 
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<:8 T}>f.Jit,^jy^^,a,^, 
cxiftencc at z\L T^iis i^ jw ipotje to Ijc^ 
imputed to iGpd, thi^i^^th^ wants pf Jijj 
beggar to thf; perfon ,whp k^s relieye^^^ 
him : that he had ibmething^ w^s ow- 
ing to bis BenefaAor ; but that he had 
no more^ opiy to his av^qrigina) Poyei^. 

They who look upon the privation of 
all the good they fee others enjoy, or 
think poflible for infinite power to be-- 
flow, as pofitive Evil^ undcrftand not 
that the Univerfc is a fyftem whofe Very' 
nceconlifbin fubor<|[nation j afcale* 
Beir^s dcfcending by infenfible de-^ 
es from infinite perfedion to abfolute 
hing ; in which, tho* we may juftly 
)eft to find perfcftion in the whole, 
lid we poffibly comprehend it j yet 
uld it be the highefl abftirdity to hope 
it in all its parts, becaufe the beauty 
i happinefs of the whole depend alto- 
gether ' 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



gerfier Oft tHejuft ihferiomy of its parts!, 
tftat'fe, t9t'th^ cbttiparttivej' imperfeai'^' 
oflsbf the'l^e^al' Beings ojf Wliich It'il'' 

ft wooM'iave Uteri nia feo^b' aH'^.' 
%nce of God's wfitom to have cife»tecS 
BO Beings but of -the hi^eft ^fid ntoQn 
perfcd o»der, th»: it would be oi sk, 
painter's aft, to conF his whole piece^ 
with one J^gjfc colour the moil beauti-t ^ 
§\A he couiji fpippoie. Had he confined . 
himfelf to-, fuch, nothing ccwuld hare «x* 
ifted but den^i-gods, or a^ichangels, and. 
then all inferior orders- mijfl: have beeri^ 
void and uninhabited : but as it is furely * 
more agreeable to infinite benevolence^ 
that ay thefe fhould be filled up with Be- 
ings capable of enjoying happihefs them- 
felves, and contributing to that of ^othcrsy 
diey muft neceffarily be filled with infe- 
rior 
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trior Biaftgft, that fe, ^iA-1»icha$at€^Ws 

perftity hut from -whofe aSft^ftce, iidt- 

^idiftaiMKng^ that Icfe pcrfe^o^, nW?e 

rfeUcity tipDrt tke whole actru^^i W ^Ae 

^yjtti*v«tfe, ' than if no foch^ had beefii 

Ifcwatwi ' ftJs ttwneovcrbij^ly probabte, 

.that theud* is foch a c(»ruic(aidti l)et#ctti 

/fell yarJcs and orders by fuboidiaate ^d*- 

grees; dkat ithcjr mutually^ iupporteadi 

^thei'*^ ^xift^Kce, and tv^vy = oil^ ' {li "its 

2pkcei$tabfqhfttdly neceflary towardi/ fttf* 

taimdg 4Jnc: 'whole vail aiid magmficitit 

■?febricki ..i'-; >- . v :i 

. . ^^ Yoij f^e^ J therefore^ that it k vtter Jy 
^mpra^icab|e^ ^vtn for infini^ po^j?f> 
4p exclude jfronx Creation this pece%y 
^nJF^riority, of ibme Beings w. cpfpp^fi^ 
^kJK . ptj^rs. ^ - , All that it; .can , 4qi htQ 
W^9.c.^^9^ ^. ^PPf ^ their re^fit^ifp 
^s, , ^will pern^it : ar>4 ?h}s ^t has 
5 done 
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Jwye tb0_,4jfi^v^)tefioe erf! ifuji great Crea- 
tOf npcj^/fe^. dovfcted pfi J lor th6' be 
.69nj^tpiak^.#llfwperj(M'»or ^erv equal, 
f^^t mjhe-^di4>e*i&tiona of his.bte<Brtgs 
.^.^liilpin.^ goodneft both jwwdl 
.wi«tHy jtfae. Wgheft adnwaiaon^ for, 
.atnoiigft sdl the wide diftrnftiona which 
rfeft iWft$:i^iged xo make in the d^nity 
4hd perfeftipna/ of his Creature^ he has 
.^Qjldel m\Mih le{s in their happicfefs than j^ 
.^wfoaUy-imagiaed* or indeed can be ba- 
lieved from outward appearancou ;lfc 
has given many advantages to Brutes, 
"which Man cinAot attain to with alt his 
fupericrhf, land many probably' to Mairt 
wWch' are^ dertled to^ Angels ;• ^ambn^ 
%hit3i' his ignoiknci^ is perhapV hone oF 
the IcaftZ-^-Wkh^ regard to hirhr'thVft 
^as necefEry- tor thd gfeit pdf-pofei sS" 
KuWknMife to feeft6wtidieiv1intfe?ttito^ 
?.\ : " JL ing. 
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ihg, and lieglth, on indivicftiais rfi vei*y 
partial proportions ^ yH has the AlmieiV^ 
lb contrived me nature of tnings, ihat 
Happineft is dirtri bated witTi a more' e^ 




to the inconveniences it ,can{iot totany 
prevent, by balancing the )yants, and 
repaying the fiifferings of all b^y^fom^ l^incE 
of equiyal^rit, naturally relulting /torn,' 
their particular fuuations and circuoift^n- 
CCS. Tbui, fpr. exam^9^ poverty-, ^ or 
the want^ -of riches, i^ ^^neraHy co0i-j. 
penfated. t)j . haying more hopes, m^ 
fewei:fear$, .^by a greater (hafe o^Jticalth^ 
and a,m9Eeejfquiiite;;elj(h ctf the fmalleft, 
enjoymeigs^ . Aau thofe ivh<5> jx)jle6 theni. 
are ufually Wp&d . with. . The want c^ 
taftc and gyuus, ., m^ ^\ the pleafurjsa, 

that afife from them, arc commonly 

t 

re- 
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ORIGIN, 9f^yiL. 33 

fecooipciiccd by a mope ufeful kind of 
commoDfeMe^ togedier widi a wonder- 
^ delight^ as well as fucccfs, in die huCy 
puHuks c( a fcramblixig Worlds The 
fufierings of the Sick art gnpady relieved 
by many trifling grati&cation$ impercep- 
tible to others, and fomedmes almoft 
repaid bf the inconceivable traniports 
occafioned by the retiim of health and vi- 
gour. Folly cannot be very grievous, 
becaufe Imperceptible; and I doubt not 
but there is fome truth in that rant of a 
mad Poet, that there is a pleafure in 
bdii^ madi which none but Madmea 
know. Ignorance, or die want of know- 
ledge and literature, the appointed lot 
of all born to poverty, and the drudgeries 
of life, is the only opiate. a^)able of in- 
fofing that {nfenfibility whkdi can enable 
them to endure die mi&ries of the one, 
and the fatigues of the other. It is a 
D cor- 
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:34; TI|(j'^ATI?:^i!airf 

vcr to be jjegr jved byjtn iH-jig<^p4 ^n^v 
' irppfopei; ^4^cmon* It it the bi£n^[ 

all f\x\^^iff(i^^ |bip %poffof foci^Qfvi 
'^afKjtHe.pRyypdg^.of ipdpvidud^^ apdij 

have^wf |:]iwght k ^ moft^rcnjarifa^cr j 

inftance ^f jtlte Divide WiiUom^.^lhat/ 

aljf rifcj^^b^ve thp peft 

whofe individuak dreii.i!r^ydi0bci«#t 
' it is acquired by Education ; by which 
mtem*fel*fiiute and fcht Labc«^ Ac 
PHildfi^f ind thePcafant; atd irtfijrtf^' 
nfeSfis^l^dfof theft- ttfpfeahrcfituati*^^ 
onfc TIfe feftttJ p^i^tri'^tW^Xtends lo^i 
e^eryr' j^rtw ^ the: animal - crwitiottu 
Broftes w^ esem^ed frorft flutnlterfe®^ 
aditfttietf, 4>y^ that haJJpy K^^t? of ircteci ' 
ttofrOH pafti-^Aid- i|>pneheftflon (rfliiciite 
3 " fof. 
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dlliatift' tftwfli' ^ eafily as'fwilihfe V ana 
Mi^i the feactt'iOCTcikft d^^oWri- df dfj 
is' W^qedi' %'H»' ovfp ad^^a^atge^ to 

hi^E Tiir^ tnifery, by all polfit*;' 
Of^^ft 1i ^litiniia^ed or repaid ; an^ 
I#*^nefi|, ^ifcb fluids, is ^rt^fliflg 
t0ip|i^ fflfE^OTlfbrtam. ■ ' ' 

.■^;.. ./ ^.- . -.'f. ■ ■ ■'■ ,■; :■■.•,.-„ 

oSfr^lgB^ fSM^- coijipli^m <:q^dbc,p^f 
thi5eiag^„ iteS ifi? ape not (<ihi^ in tiw . 
^ fc^Q ,^ <**^?l|§e »s -OW; %||Ora»t{am)M- 
tioffiiwijr dfifim: a pretence wh^i njuft 
etei*dljrrA^fift s beoa^, ^wpreweefser 
fo^^wch.. Higher^ , there. iwoviW Jbc ftjjj 
r9ffl»i SJR- io^^«i pPWeJT tp, o:a]S iis i ani 

♦et ^ 2 fincc 

\ 
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36 i4i^l(rATt'R^^. 

fince no link ih the cWn ^ah bd'tw-ftS^, 
the ' lame realon for difquiit miifl: i^erfi^ 
t^ tho{^' who fucceed to tliat chilfl?, 
which^mijift be occafioned ty our prefei?- 
ni^pt. A JMaa can have po realon to 
ijepine, tha^ he is not an Angel; nor a 
Horfif, that he is not a MaH; mGch 
lefSt that in their feveral Rations they 
poflefs not the faculties o^ another; for 
this woulfj l?e an infufferabTe misfbrtuife. 
AnfJ. dpubtlefs it would be as incohrehi- 
cnt for ^ Mf n to be endued witTiithe 
knowl^dp pf.an Angel, as for a Horfe to 
liave.the reafonof a Man; but, as^'they 
zxt now foirmed by the ponlumate wiidom 
. of th?ir (Preator, each enjoys pleauires pe- 
cuUa,!: fa his fim^ipn : and tho* the happi- 
. iwfs,5rf ppe^ni^ P^^^^P^ ^^^^^^, ^ jffivinc 
^C9^tf qiplati^n^ of another in the acqmfi- 
tioa qf |W^4^1ji and power^ ai^fthatofa 
third in wanderingamidft limpid iftreams, 

and 
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3« Tft<^KrAr'im©4i«a<' 

not a Kttle "cbrftfiBBif* «> Mi'tedhVeifltHft?* 

and happinefs ? * - ^ 

' ^^ . . i -.^i 
Has God, thou Fool, worked &Mf for 

thy good ! 
Thy joy, thy paftime, thy attire, thy food*! 
Who for (Hy table feedi the ^hfon 

Fawn, * '■ : -^ I: ^' 

For him as kin% (t^reacls thfc jM^i^. 

lawn. 
Is it for thee the L-ark afcends an(J fii)^ ? 
Joy tunes his Voice, joy elevates ha 

Wings. 
Is it for thee the Linnet pdurs Kls'tlitoat ? 
l.oves of his* own, ar^ riptures, twell 

the note. 
The bounding Steed you pdh^ufly 

beftride. 
Shares with his^Lord thepkafbfe andthe 

pride*, . ' ^ ; 

Is thii^e alone . the feed that ftr^s the 

plain ? 
The birds of Heaven ihafl vindicate their 

graitv 

Thine 
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Year? ,.,,,, ^: , ., . 

Eart pays, and juft^jr^ the deferving 

^-j->} Steer, .'^lu"^ : \- "; f,-.r'- ^,-v:/* 

. , PpPE. 

and wdt-regulated FamUy, in irfeicfc all 
Ait 'tMxSisk ^rtd fenmrtttv ^d'fev^ty 
domeftic anrmals, are fubfcrrient ib tzch 
other in a proper Subordination : each 
enjoyi the priviKeges and perquifites pe- 
cjdw^ l^s iplfce, .an4 at, the Tame time 
(K)Q(ribu^s^ Jjy t;h^ juft fubprdinatjoa to 
the magnificence and h:^piBe6 of tlie 
*^hok. \ 

^ * It fe^e^idcfTt, theteFoic; that thefe 
ETils of TmperfefHon, proceeding from 
liit nec^fy mfenbrity of Tome filings 
in comparifon of others, cai^ in no fenfe 
'■ '■ '" ■ J) 4 ^ ' ' ', be 
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monftrablJ, tliat to produce a fyftem of 
creatol Qfips^) ^1 fupreme in happinefs 
and ffigmty, a govcrnnicnt compofed of 
all Kings, an army of all Generals, or 
a univerfe of all Gods, muft beimprac* 
ticable for Omnipotence itfelf. 

We have here then made a large 
ftride towards our intended Goal, hav- 
ing at once acquitted the Divine Good- 
nefs, and freed Mankind from a'nume- 
rous train of imaginary Evils, by moft 
clearly fhewing them to be no Evils at 
all ; and yet under this head are really 
ewnprcMided all the Evils we perpe- 
tually complain of, except a£tual pain : 

the 
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Xfl^ ifratti^f ^fdi/'^J blow it came (o 

'fliVe^a^?^'^ tiie Wor^ of an omnj- 

■|»tdjt'aWrf^Tg66d Being, feafi be cpnfi- 

ikrid iri flfe'tteift' Letter Ixom^.' ' 



t 
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LETTER III. 

On Natural Evils. 
SIR, 

I Shall now lay before you my fiee fen- 
tinnients concerning the OA^n of Na- 
tural Evils, by which I underftand the 
fufierings of fenfitive Bdngs only i for 
tempefts, inundations and earthquakes, 
with all the dUbrders of the nu^erial 
Worlds are no farthor Evils than as they 
afieft the lenlkive: fi> that under this 
head can be only comprehended pains of 
body, and inquietudes of mind. That 
thefe' are real Evils, I readily aduiow* 
ledge; and if any one is philofijpher 

enough 
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h^lSaamAyftDadw didt cbakliindtMe in* ' 
ii(^te Gf)odMfr>tt)ieaKt infioitatpov^ to 
ttiaxifkjiA>M^* ^o^i i» 'i«qr truth, 

iii,4(lft)i^r.qiM)Mr'iliiNli< nor ffimar».. 

bi»( «;ti)fl}F.««iiliiluK te itt:f«(iMlw< ■: 

nar Exril ; Hai^iaefs jdone u tMt gt^jl 
t^- ittjiftyy^ dei^dl^ 6hljf daiey tf;i4 
t^ipioihiki it. ''Kfijft i^ontlWng {kei*>' 
fi*e k aiu^'iij^V t<> 'every' on* 'wh4 
. teokf 
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the £une time bjrthor own tmi«m0HH\ 
demned to iniHimerablg aad mavaidifate 
nDfeasffr^ HVlMiiipe idMiaei|i»ii3ia4^4iS>e 
Fxanicrtfietflibadcl dntt imm>mfi\mmBtiap^ 
a& lwtw^I»'iKM■oieaK^iale^B■fai(^ ' ^to^ 
ttUat^ftrapi^ and ;<iiivUiNroirtirdl«i«^«dl^ 

imMn^ fee tWi «xiAMat ? ^ ^<$dMi>' 
a gqffdi^teiMmdiM >llitegt<'i0fitt Ml 
caaU itep<iit«fe1wiB^Ttitiiatti,v%ii»^t>ft" 
piopasnIoiKaiiiHippliMfti?' iaiidt ^Hi^ ^ 
pindiif UiriBWl «f lil^MlAtiftiii "M^ mi^ 

. . •" all 
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48 Thp^AT^Jt^ipd 

J|rom j(be (ameioHittt. jw.tbiife ^;t»^m9 

«^lif«r]|iQl|,no;$fea9sd,li#Mft o«ii (iiiififldl 
A. fttbiwdi a i ii Mi kufi'^a^ jm i ^i G i Oium 

kind - of iMottrehience "orfidnriai^ ib 
^t tfacie maSLbtyuAaitirL^mxmmt 
ainou and. frataBigs awiaiigd-tD'-wwaq^ 
inrdadnrniideaf cretedr.BBi^ bf;d» 

e£«xiAMct... -iAaft^fdbiiA* to'wfaieli^iic 

faM^ tU8 Idil^ titf tied) ooAlE l)f hiMilwP 
Mtuce^' ^MoMiie #ition Maiy oecupies in 
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«^flfioiii th^ Kil b^ ^k*a gdbj, ortfai 
idmil^rt <rf^ greater Evit than tbetn^ 
ftlte$4 dr-%y not creatSig any foch 
creatures *| Rfeh at all. And tho* this,* 
upori a giS^*il Vfe^ d? things; does h6l? 
lb l5M«dWj^ HMk us ; yer, on a tnbtie 
qawir ^JW^w^'^tor low cMiy gHevanet 
MtoklHi^cirMiaan f^ui^ kivi8 molb 
^fidcptff^ippiir. - Nfoft of d^cfe, I 

iblfowi]ig'.4Mids: pmat^, falMxtr> ^ 
^eiBdes cf^msfld, p&is^of body, and 
'dradl' ; iROJH none of ^fiMtli #$ fMy 
imm^- W dhm^^lM 4o<ikit«wr iiam 
%ecta «t ifi|iii M i, ^fe- hi>%":3as iMr^mtkiMd 
M be Man.' i^ todoad^mti^ bme 

pl^d^ ur{n 41 wnld quite odlii^ 
Hinted I Mmtiamm^M^llkmmilmg^ 
imn%'^A^mBismt MngMMidtifcOi^ 
4idi Mr ftaciona in the omver^d Sj^jbn^ 
E • they 
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poverty, for cxatnple, W wRat^l 

.could .ape pouibly have been exempted 

irpin. not only .by reafon of tn^ 'Buctu- 

Jtttiut nature ot human poiKUi(»u:^„ but 

^be^^ the world could not fubiift with- 

mi m^^i^fMi "f^W^^^ m^3P^ 
:4i^ft«^ttv««^-fim^ 

»J»aJu> ,i genera^ 
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ver havs ppeyepad;, ifiytkqf^r.-^ff'-^r 

. mands our ajTiftance w promote univef- 

la] tuppinefs, and to Qiut (Aic Mfl^ivat 

, every door,, where it ftnvcs to uittwle Sf 

fdf^ '-' ■ '"' ''■ ^'"'•■'c""''- 

riii^ur-eMiMft nllilttdlsiMlf AMMi'jii^ 
*:. -^ - E 2 du^eot 
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puuons. 
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for without anger we Ihould not aefena 
ourfelves, and without pity we fnould 
^tM Amfm ;N«ihdUt kkunflbffgald 



^2flo/B£q £ 3 '**^num- 
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tki&i; tH^ fett M mit d^thii^tiifiXl!^ 

EvlisV IS io* hr from being One, ' t hSt i^^ 
is WiH^I^e tiummalf ^^ "'^'' '''^ 

Ta^c is kndii^ m ibin&iBentc^QtopI oj 

.--JS:J|*«V.'"' > r..C . • , ;.. , -., .• ..-; .GAil3C^i 

/JO*; vv- •. r4'^-- ' ' -■- ■* ■:'-ri^:^ 
F^r,' ^bftraft^H froirt the . Kgkqpfs an^ 

ii^ripgs. ijiialiy . attendij)g il, juck np^^ 

njof ©^ t|bn ^^^^ expiration ot tlxat ??r]c^ 

oflite* God was plcafed to beftow on tis, 

i^Hout any cklqi or mexit on omf part.r 

But was it an Evil ever to great, h 

could 
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by thfi.broloea of a future ftate, woiTa , 
grow fo inlupportable, oifr I^fFenngs lb 
intolerable by perfeverance, ajwf our pM- 

pleatly nr 

tal Men, 

tolQokri^ _ _ 

h 1$ la^ ^ufiiflirwntj even ^orohoiat a^J^ 

pppolition of a future life: buf if ^c 

cetirider it ^ ^l^tttfkjg^ io k^^^dve perfdd I 

ftatCi iWi remove only in an eternal fijc- 

ceflioii of ftill improving ftate$ (for 

vlHteh> yVe tfie 'Rrbk^tVAsy'^l 
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5^^ Ttt<tWm«imDMBO 

codntrk^iS fauhe^ thyii1iBig|n fa i »8 iia ii v 

wJUtsblK i)«its£«ooh fcbeubat^niJ^ it^h 

(pl^r^iotif ait* "^fiiciaE^ fcperWi, •ffT 
yf)»sh w» MrQ(iM(|hl]r;afl|ii^lalai -arenrHfS 

f>f)^ri|0vtilt)rp3]^o(|i %chl0b:tcift»i|;fiSftdffp 
liOif^ d&a^ peefeiiring fe«s ^*r l^ie^n 

-■ - ftiine. 
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v « ]k 84 lM di fjM»tiDgtli «lsdK{ Sky^^krm^o 
cMpfifi^fb fliaBjitsnf iHiiMPit^Aieiqu 

asfdbriiia^i pfahap3Wc0raav& Hn ^ji^iififi^A 

q^fi^^iit&McaAi hso jkeoijtlorviltnKirtlo 

P||eW4fre4»l*Oiljoif<ftofe'.p*(ft KrlJicriu^rfB 
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theyi^jeiBjjIi^She.oeQslSky QW^fiOHenffgu^ 

•■••■.■> 'i-'-- .,.,i ......i UOjqra'JX'i i-:fJ3V6rt 

If it be pbjeaed, that, after all diat 
has been faid, . there are innumerable tnir . 
ferics cntajkd ypon all;tliin^ tljat havt 

difeafes of -the boqy, and affliaions of 

''^u...i...:.,-H .■ ■.>■■■'. ■^ ^--If) -frjuuilrja rr 
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LETTER IV. 

On Moral Evil* 
SIR, 

IMuft now leave that plain and ea(y 
road thro' which I have hitherto con* 
dufted you, and carry you thro* unfre- 
quented paths, and ways untrodden bf 
philofophic feet. Already, I think, the 
cxiftence of Natural Evil has been 
fufficiendy accounted for, without any 
derogation from the power, wifdom, or 
goodnefe of God, What next remains 
to be cleared up, is the Origin of Moral 
Evil ; which, confiftently with the iamc 
Divine Attributes, I have never feon ac- 
G counttd 
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counted for by any Author, ancient or 
modern, in a manner that could give to- 
lerable, fatisfadlion to a rational Inquirer. 
Nor indeed can this be ever efFeftually 
performed, without at the fame time 
taking into confideration all thofe moft 
abftnife fpeculations concerning the na- 
ture of Virtue, Freewill, Fate, Grace, 
and Predeftination, the debate's of ages, 
and matter of innumerable folio*s. To 
attempt this, therefore, in the compafs 
of a Letter would be the higheft pre- 
sumption, did not I well know the clear 
and ready comprehenfion of the perfon 
to whom it is addreffed ; and alfo, that 
the moft difficult of thefe kinds of dif- 
quifitions are ufualiy better explained in 
a few lines, than by a thoufand pages. 

In order therefore to find out the true 
Origin of Moral Evil, it will be nccef- 

fary, 
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ORIGIN of EVIL. 83 

fary, in the firft place, to inquire into 
its nature and effence ;-or what it is that 
confticutes one a6tion Evil, and another 
Good. Various have been the opinions 
of various Authors on this Criterion of 
Virtue ; and this variety has rendered 
that doubtful, which muft otherwife have 
been clear and manifcft to the . meaneft 
capacity. Some indeed have denied that 
there is any fuch thing, becaufe different 
ages and nations have entertained diffe- 
rent fentiments concerning it : but this 
is juft as reafonable as to aflert, that there 
are neither Sun, Moon, nor Stars, be- 
caufe Aftronomers have fupported diffe- 
rent fyftems of the motions and magni- 
tudes of thefe celeflial bodies- Some 
have placed it in conformity to truth, 
fome to the fitnefs of things, and others 
to the will of God. But all this is 
merely fviperficial*: they refolve «s not 
G 2 * why 
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84 The NATUll£ and 
why truth, or the fitnefs of things, are 
cither eligible or obfigatbry, or why God 
Jhould Require us to aft iri one inanner 
lather than another. The true reafon of 
which can poflibly be no other than this, 
fiecaufe fome aftions produce happinefs, 
and others mifery : fothat all Moral Gbod 
and Evil are nothing more than the prb- 
duiSlion of Natural. This alone it is that 
makes truth preferable to falfehood, this 
that determines the fitnefs of things, and 
this that Induces God to command fome 
anions and forbid others. They who 
txtoU the truth, beauty, and harmony of 
Virtue, exclufive of its confcquences, 
deal but in pompous nonfenfe ; and they 
who would perfuade us, that Good and 
Evil are things indifferent, depending 
wholly on the will of God, do but con- 
found the nature of thing^, as well as all 
our notions gf God himfelf, by irepire- 

fencing 
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fenting him capable of willing contra- 
dictions ; that is, th^c we fhould be, and 
be happy, and at the fame time that we 
Ihpuld torment and deftroy each other 5 
for injuries cannot be made benefits, pain 
capnpt be made pleafure, and copfequently 
vice cannot be made virtue by any power 
whatever. It is the confequences there- 
fore of all human a(^ns that mud ftamp 
thw value. So far as the general prac- 
tice of any adion tends to produce 
Good, and introduce happincjts into the 
world, ib far we may pronounce it vir- 
tuous; fo niuch Evil as it occafioosi fucb 
is the degree of vice it contains. I fkj 
the general praftice, becaufe w^ muft al- 
ways remember in judging by this rule, 
tS> Sipply it only to the general fpecjes qf 
9^01)$, aijud Bot to particulsMr adioos s 
for tjhe infinite wifdonn of God, defirpu? 
to iet bounds to the (^ftn^ye coi^.- 
G 3 quenccs 
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quences which muft otherwife have fol- 
lowed from the univerfal depravity of 
mankind, has fo wonderfully contrived 
the nature of things, that our moft vi- 
tious aftions may fometimes accidentally 
and collaterally produce Good. Thus, 
for inftance, robbery may difperfe ufe- 
lefs hoards to the benefit of the publick ; 
Adultery may bring heirs, and good hu- 
mour too, into many families, where 
they would otherwife have been want-, 
ing ; and * Murder free the world from 
tyrants and oppreffors. Luxury main- 
tains its thoufands, and Vanity its ten' 
thoufands. Superftition and Arbitrary 
Power contribute to the grandeur of 
many nations, and the liberties of others 
are preferved by the perpetual conten- 
tions of avarice, knavery, felfilhnefs, and 
ambition : and thus the worft of vices, 
and the worft of Men are often compel- 
led 
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led by Providence to ferve the moft 
beneficial purpofes, contrary to their own 
malevolent tendencies and inclinations ; 
and thus private vices become publick 
benefits by the force only of accidental 
circun^ftanccs* But this impeaches not 
the truth of the Criterion of Virtue be- 
fore mentioned, the only.folid founda- 
tion on which any true fyftem of ethicks 
can be built, the only plain, fimple, and 
uniform rule by which we can pafs any 
judgment on our adions ; but by this 
wc may be enabled, not only to deter- 
mine which are good, and which are 
evil, but almoft mathematically to de- 
monftrate the proportion of Virtue or 
Vice which belongs to each, by com-: 
paring them with the degrees of happi- 
nels or mifery which they occafion. But 
tho* the' profludtion of happinefs is the 
Eilence of virtue, it js by no means the 
G 4 End: 
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End : the great End is the probation of 
Mankind, or the giving them an oppor^ 
tunity of exalting or degrading them- 
felves in another ftate by their behaviour 
m the pnefent. And thus indeed it an* 
Two's two moft important purpofes; thofiy 
are^ theconfervaticm of ourhappinefs, and 
the tcft of our obedience : fw had not 
fuch a teft feemed ncceOary to God*s in- 
finite wifdom, and produftive of uhiverfal 
Goodi he would never have permitted 
the happinefs erf Men, even in thislife^ 
to have depended on fo precarious a t^ 
niu-e, as iheir mUtual good behaviour to 
each other* For it is ob&rvahle, that he 
who b^ knows our formation, has 
trufted no one thing of importance to 
our rmfim or virtue : he trofts only to 
ourappedoes fordu^fupportc^theindi-^ 
vidu^ and the cominuanceof ourfpe- 
cies; mwt vjynity, or compaffion, for 

our 
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our bounty to others ; jmd to our fears^ 
for the prefervation of ourfelvc« ; often 
to our vices for the fupporc of Govern- 
ment, and fometimes to our follies for the 
prefervation of our Religion* But fince 
fome teft of our obedience was neceJfary^ 
nothing fore could have been commanded 
for that end fo fit and proper, and at the 
fame time fo ufeful, ^ the pra(5Uce of 
virtue 5 nothing have been fo juftly re- 
warded with happinefs^ as the produdioa 
of happinefs in conformity to the will of 
God, It is this conformity alone wiiich 
adds merit to virtue, and conllltutes tbc 
eflential diflFerence between Morality and 
Religion. Morality obliges Men to live 
honeftly and foberiy^ becaufe fiich beha- 
viour is moft conducive to publick hap- 
pinefs, and confequendy to their own j 
Reli^on, to purfue the fame coqrfe, ,he- 
9aufe conformable to the will of their 

Creator. 
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Creator. Mor^ility induces them to em- 
brace virtue from prudential conlidc- 
rations ; Religion, from thofe of gratitude 
and obedience. Morality therefore, en- 
tirely abftradted from Religion, can have 
nothing meritorious in it ; it being but 
wifdom, prudence, or good oeconomy, 
which, lik^ health, beauty, or riches, are 
rather obligations conferred upon us by 
God, than merits in us towards him ; 
for tho' we may be juftJy puniflied for 
injuring ourfelves, we can claim no re- 
ward for felf-prefervation 5 as fuicide de- 
ferves punifliment and infamy, but a 
Man defcrves no reward or honours for 
not , being gui]ty of it. This I take to 
be the meaning of all thofe paflages in 
our Scriptures in which Works are re- 
prefented to have no ^ merit without 
Faith ; that is, not without believing in 
hiftorical fa6ts, in creeds, and articles ; 

but 
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but without being done in purfuance of 
our belief in GoJ, and in obedience to 
his commands. And notv, having men- 
tioned Scripture, I cannot omit obferv- 
ing, that the Chriftian is the only reli- 
gious or moral Inftitution in the world 
that ever fet in a right light thefe two ma- 
terial points, the hflence and the End of 
Virtue *, that ever founded the one in the 
produdion of happinefs, that is, in uni- 
verfal benevolence, or, in their language. 
Charity to all Men ; the other, in the 
probation of Man, and his obedieqce to 
his Creator. Sublime and magnificent 
as was the philofophy of the Anpents, 
all their moral fyftems were deficient in 
thefe two important articles. They were 
all built on the fandy foundations of the 
innate beauty of virtue, or ethufiaftick 
patriotifm •, and their great point in view 
was the contemptible reward of human 

glory i 
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glory; foundations which were hy no 
means able to fupport the magnifi- 
cent ftruftures^ which they ereftedupon 
them ; for the beauty of virtue, inde- 
pendent of its efFefts, is unmeaning nour 
fenfe •, p^triotifm which injures niankind 
in general for the fake of a particular 
country, is but a more extended felfifli- 
nefe, and really criminal ; and all hu^^ 
man glory but a mean and ridiculous de- 
lufion. The whole affair then of Reli- 
'giott and Morality, the fubjed of fo 
many thoufand volumes, is in (hort no 
more thai^ this : The Supreme Beings 
infinitely good, as well as powerfvil, de- 
firous to diffufe happinefe by all pofllble 
means, has created innumerable ranks 
and orders of Beings, all fubfervient to 
each other by proper fubordinatipn. One 
of thefe is occupied by Man, a creatgr,e 
, endued with fuch a certain degr^ of 

know-- 
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knowledge, rcafon, and free-will, as is 
fjitableto his ficuation, and placed fot 
a time on this globe as in a fchool ofpto^ 
bation and education. Here he has an 
opportunity given him of improving or 
debafing his nature, in fuch a manner as 
to render hhnfelf lit for a rank of higher 
perfeftlon and happinefs, or to degtude 
himfelf to a ftate of greater imperfedioii 
and mifery; neceflary indeed towards 
carrying on the bufinefs of the Univerie^ 
but very grievous and burthenfome » 
thole individuals, who, by their own 
ttiifconduft, are obliged to'liibmit to iu 
The teft (A this his behaviour, is cfoing 
good, that is, co-operating with his 
Creator, as far as his narrow fphere of 
aftion will permit, in the produftion of 
happinefs. And thus the happinefs and 
mifery of a future ftate will be the juft 
reward or puniftunentof promoting or 



pre- 
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94 The NATURE and 
preventing happinefs in this. So artifi- 
cially by this means is the nature of all 
human virtue and vice contrived, that 
their rewards and punifliments are woven 
as it were into their very efltnce ^ their 
immediate efteds give us a foretafte of 
their future 5 and their fruits in the pre- 
fent life are the proper famples of what 
they muft unavoidable produce in an- 
other. We have Reafon given us to dif- 
tinguifli thefe confequences, and regulate 
our conduft ; and left that Ihould neg- 
left its poft, Confcience alfo is appointed 
as an inftirjjffive kind of monitJor, per- 
petually to ren>ind us both of our inte- 
reft and our duty. 

When we confider how wonderfully 
the practice of Virtue is thus inforced by 
our great Creator, and that all which he 
requires of ais under, that tide is only to 

be 
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be happy, that is, to make each other 
fo ; and when at the fame timd we look 
round us, and fee the whole race of 
itiankind thro* every fucccffive genera- 
tion tormenting, injuring, and deftroy- 
ing each other, and perpetually countcr- 
afting the gracious defigns of their Ma- 
ker, it is a moft aftonifliing paradox 
J)OW all this comes to pafs ; why God 
ftiould fuffer himfelf to be thus defeated 
in his bed purpofes by creatures of, his 
own making ; or why Man fhould be? 
made with difpofitions to defeat them at 
the expenceof his own prifent and future 
happinefs ; why infinite Goqdnefs fhould 
form creatures inclined to oppofe its own 
benevolent defigns, or why infinite Power 
fhould thus fuffer itfelf to be oppofedl 

There are fome, I know, who extricate 
themTelves from thisdificuhqr very ajn- 

cifely 
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cifely by afferting, that there is in fad no 
fuch original depravity, no fuch innate 
propenfity to vice in human nature ; but 
as this aflertion is diredly contrary to 
the exprefs declaration of the Scriptures, 
to the opinion of the Philofophers and 
Moralifts of all ages, and to the moft 
coiiilant» and unvariable experience of 
every hour j I think they no more defervc 
an anfwer,' than they who would afiirmi 
that a ftone has no tendency to the Center 
by its natural gravity^ or that Flame baa 
no inclination to afcend. 

But the ufual folution applied to this 
difficulty by the ableft Philofophers and 
Divines, with which they themfelvqs^ 
and moft of their readers, feem perfe6Uy 
iatisfiedo is comprehended in the foltow- 
i^g reafoning : That Man came perfeft 
out of the hands of his Creator, both in 

virtue 
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iri^ Md kM{)^ki^» bus if bettgiiiofd 
dlgi^ that he dioOd bt a htk^agtiA 
diiti a inert mMClnney God encbed hmi 
^orkh Fhedonof will ^ ftotn tbetbuftof 
which Freedom, ill WEdty and Sin, thtf 
is, all natural and moral Evils, deriva 
their exiftence : frdn^ ^ dich tHiHftfore 
die Divine Goodnefr is filftci^ntl^ joM^ 
fled, by rcafott Aey couM not he pre- 
vented without the fofs of fuperior (^e«od j 
for to cfeate Men free, and at the famd 
fimc compdf thent to be viftuods, is u^* 
feriy impoMble. 

Bttt whaon^r air of demODftratJoo «hb 
arg^tuneirt may afimne, by whatever fa^d 
Preachers it may have bouai ufed, or by 
iriiafeever kanteol Aucfiencek m«y faftV4 
been approved, I will venture to ^rm, 
AaC it is £dUe in all ics Pfinctpfes, and 
M its Conclufion aUb ; and I think k aatf 
H be 
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be clearly (hewn) that God did not m^k0 
Man abfolutely Peffed, nor abfolutely 
Free : nor, if he had, ' wqnald this ia^ the, 
leaft have juftified the introduclion d£ 
Wickcdnefi and Mifcry. 

That Man came Perfect, that is in- 
dued with all poffible Perfeftions, out 
of the hands of his Creator, is evidently 
a falfe notion derived from the Philofo- 
phersofthe firft ages, founded on their 
ignorance of the Origin of Evil, and in- 
ability to account for it on any other Hy- 
pothefis : they underftood not that the 
univerfal Syftem required Subordir^tion, 
and confequently comparative Imperfec- 
tions*, nor that in the Scale of Beings 
there muft be fome where fucb a onfature 
as Mai^r wi|h all his infifmiil^f fi^t 
him : th^ .the , total, ^j^R^pYal ,f^. tbidc 
. ^^ould be. ^t^i(lg^» y^^ijJS^w^ ^ .and 
. i ' that 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



ORIGIN of evil: 9y 

that as foon as he became Perfed^ he 
maft ceafe to be Man, The Truth of 
this, I think, has been fufficiently proved ; 
and befides, the very fuj^)ofition of a 
Being cM-lginally perfcft, and yet capable 
of rendering itfclf wicked and miferable9 
is undoubtedly a Contradidion, that very 
power being the highefl:. imperfedUon 
imaginable. 

That God made Man perfeftly Free 
is no lefs falfe ^ Men have certainly luch 
a degree of Free-will as to make them 
acouiitable, and juilly poniihable, for 
the abufe of it ; but abfolute and inde- 
pendent Free-will is what^ I believe, no 
created Being can. be ppflefled of. Our 
"' a«5li6ns pibcecd from our Wills, but our 
'^^^ittteft be derived from the natural 
^'a^KjikiohJf imfdantcd in us by the Au- 
^ thor of tiur'^Bcii^ : Wrong eleftions pro* 
Ha. c^ 
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If paffians ^ and AiSt fibm our oti^nal 
Ftsam or ft0ekiemA} £dklca<kM: tbefir 
muft (ksfiemiiK al) Diir ^ipiis iibrym 
hftveno power to a^diSbremly^ ibe^ 

afitty the iamc. (^ God thotiglft pro* 
per to faftve ms^ aU Nftn wkh the Smdc 
heads, and the fame hearts^ vrinth hi 
has ^vcn to the molt virtuous of the 
i^jede^, they wodd iH have ckceMed ia 
rfie fame vhtues : or had the Bras im- 
planted' in Hirman Nature drawn as 
Rron^y towards the good fide, as it now 
a|^)arewly does towards the bad, it would 
fiave operated as fcccefiftrlly, alftd ivith 
n Kttk infringement 0!^ human Liberty : 
Bifen, as well a^ all other animabw are er^ 
sSHy fitted fbr Ae purpofes they are de- 
llgned for ; and have inclinations and dif- 
ppflttons giveo A^m accordingly r He, 
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who implanted fMJence m the iatnb» 
obedience in the Hoifc, ftdcliiy ia thd 
^qg, and ;nuQceiu:ein thed0V;e> migM 
a$ eafily have inipiroi the bread of MaA 
with thefe end all other virtues 5 and 
then his aiiipns would have ceruiftly cor- 
reljponded with his Formation: there- 
fore, in the ftriSl philofophkal Sen(e« 
we have certainly no Free-will ; that is, 
nfme in4fi>^aat of our Fraii^, our 
Natui:^ ai^ (he Author of dicm. 

But were bo|h thejc prc^xifitions true, 
were Men originally cheated b(^ pQi^sft 
and free, yet this woujd by^ no trmm 
juftify the introduftion of moral Evil j 
hecaufe, if hi$ perfbaion was immedi- 
ately to he ddftroyed by - his Fr»-wiil> 
he might as, well never have beeapoflS^ 
of the one, a&d much better hare heeii' 
prevented from n»king ufe of the other t 
H 3 let 
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let us difpute therefore as long as we 
pleafe, it mtift eternally be the fame 
thing, whether a Creator of infinite 
power and knowledge created Beings ori- 
ginally wicked and miferable, or gave 
them a power to make themfelves fo, 
foreknowing they would employ that 
power to their own deftruftion. 

If mcwal Evil therefore cannot be de- 
rived from the Abufe of Free-will in Man, 
from whence can we trace its origin? 
Can it proceed from a juft, a wife, and 
a benevyolent God ? Can fuch a God 
form Creatures with difpofitions to do* 
Evil, and then punifti them for afting in 
conformity to thofe evil difpofitions? 
Strange and aftonifhing indeed muft this 
appear to us, who know fo little of the 
univerfal Plan 1 but is far, Ithink, from 
being irreconcile^ble with the juftice of 

the 
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the Supreme difpofer of all things : for 
let us but once acknowledge the truth of^ 
bur firft great proJ)ofition, (and moft cer- 
tainly true it is) that natural Evils cxift 
from fome necefTity in the Nature of 
thing?, which no power can difgenfe with 
or prevent, the expediency of moral f^vil 
will perhaps follow on courfe : for if 
'mifery could not be excluded from the 
works of a benevolent Creator by infinite 
power, thefe miferies muft be endured by 
fome creatures or other for the good of 
the whole : an8 if there were none. capa- 
ble of wickednefs, then they muft fell to 
the fhareof thofe who areperfedUy inno^^ 
cent. Here again we fee our difficulties 
arife from our wrong notions of OmnipQ-, 
tence, and forgetting how many difficwl- 
tics it has to contend with : in the prcfent 
inft^ce it is obliged either to afflift Inno- 
cence or b€ the caufe of Wickednefs 9 it 
has plainly no other Option : what then 
H 4 ' could 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



J04 Th« NATURE and 

could infinite Wifdom^ Jufticc m^ 
Qoodoefs do in thU (koadon more cpn(tCt 
twit wi^ idelf, thtn to c^U into being 
Cre^itares formed with fiidi depmvity in 
their dt^fiticHis, As to ifiduce e^ny o£ 
4^m to 4& in ilich a manaer a$ to render 
themfelves prc^r fubjefts for fqch n^efr 
j&ry fuf&ringS) and yet at the famt tifm 
indufd with fuch a degree of Rejifofj an4 
Ffee-will as to put it in the power of ey^i' 
ry individual to efcapethen^ by theirgopd 
li^haviour : Such a Creatvn^ is Man j fo 
ced*rui^ ba£b, cruel and wicked as to 
convert thefe unavoidable miferies into 
jaft piiiii0|inents, and at the fame time 
fe feftfihle of his oWn depravity and the 
£u;ti confequencxs of guilt, as to he wdl 
able to corred the one and to avoid the 
ether. Here ive &e a ftibftantiai Rcaefim 
f&r the depravity of Man, and the admit- 
tance ^ moral Evil in thefe eircumftaMes 

fcems 
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ORIGIN of EVIL. 105 
ftems :dot only oomfxHibk with di^ jtiftice 
ef God, but one dF die higheft iaftanees 
of his confuminate wifilom in ordering 
ttivldi^fiiig all things in the beil mtn- 
ner their ttnperfe£): natures will admit. ' 

I prefiwiie qot by what has been hei^ 
faid to determine on the councils of thp 
Jilmightjr, to triumph in the conqJcat 
difcovery of the Origin of Moral EviJ, 
or to affert that this is the certain or fole 
Caufe of itsexiftence; I propofe ic only 
as a Giiefs concerning the reafon of its 
admiflion, more probable, and lefi dero- 
gatory from the divine wiiHom, and juf- 
tice, than any, that has hitherto been 
offered for that pupofe. 

There is undoubtedly fomething far- 
ther in the general Depravity of M4nkind 
than we are aware of, and probably ma- 
ny great and wife ends are anfwertd by it 

to 
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to us totally incomprchcnfible. God as 
has been fhewn, would never have per- 
mitted the exiftence of natural EyU, but 
from the impoffibility of preventing it 
without the Ids of fuperior Good : and 
on the fame principal the admiflion of 
moral Evil is equally conliftent with the 
divine Goodnefs : and who i% he fo know- 
ing in the whole ftupendous fyftem of 
Nature as to aflert, that the Wickednefs 
of fome Beings may not, by means un- 
conceivable to us, be beneficial to innu- 
merable unknown Orders of others ? or 
that the Punifhments of fome may not 
contribute to the Felicity of numbers in- 
finitely fuperioj- ? 

To this purpofe the learned Hugeniust 
fays with great fagacity Prieterea credibUe 
eft J i^fa ilia animi vitia magn^e 'honmum 
parity non fine fummo concilio data e£k : 

Cum 
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Cum enim Bet provident id talis fit TeOus^ 
ijufque incola^ quales cernimus, abfurditm 
enimforet mftimare omnia bac aBa faSa 
ejfe^ quam iUe voluerit^ fciveritque futura. 

But let us not forget that this Necef- 
lity of Vice and Punilhment, and its 
fubferviency |o publick Good, n^akes 
no alteration in their natures with regard 
to Man i for, tho the wifdom of God 
may extract from the wicknefs of Men 
fome remote benefits to the Univerfe ; 
yet that alters not the cafe with regard 
to them, nor in the leaft extenuates their 
Guilt . He has given them reaibn fuf- 
ficient to inform them, that their inju-. 
ries to each other are difpleafing to him, 
and Free-will fuflicient to refrain from 
fuch adlions, and may therefore punifh 
their difobedience without any infringe- 

• Cofinotheoros, Lib. 1. pag, 34. 

ment 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



io8 The NATURE ahd^ 
i^Ml of juftiice: ¥U knows indosdi tbat 
though none are u^cier any co^pulfioiv 
tp do EviU yet tkat they are all fo 
framed, th*t many will certairijy <io k j 
and He knows alfo that incomprehenfi- 
bie fecret why k is ncceflkry that many 
fhould: but His knowledge having no 
relation to their determinations renders not 
their vices lefs criminal, nor the puntfti- 
ment of them lefs equitable : for, tho\ 
with regard to God, Vice may be per- 
haps the confequence of Mifcry ; that is, 
Men may be made inclined to Vice, in 
order to render them proper otgefts of 
fuch a degree of Mifery as was unavoid- 
ably neceffary, and previoufly determined 
for the fake of publick Good ; yet, in 
regard to Man, Mifery is the confequence 
of Vice 5 that is, all human Vices pro- 
duce Mifery, and arc juftly punilhed by 
its inflidion. 

If 
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, if it* be oigedcd that* this .makes God 

the Author of Sin, I aofwer, God i&, 

a^d mt^ft be thd Author of evety thing | 

^ to fay that any thing ts or bappensp 

independent of the firft Caufe, is to 

^y that ibmething eici(U, or hf^^ptM^ 

without any Cw(e at glL God is thf 

Author, if it may be fo exprelfcdf.of aU 

the natural Evils in the Univerfe ; that 

is, of the feweft poflible in- the Nature 

of things ; and why may he not be the 

Author of all moral Evil in the fame 

rrtanner and on the fame prfaiciple ? If 

natural Evil owes its e^illbnce to ^tctf- 

fity, why may not moral ? If Mifery 

brings with it its Utility, why may not 

Wickedncfs ? 

" If ftorms and earthquakes break not 
^' Heav'ns defign, 

^' Why then a Borgia or a Cataline !** 

Wherefore it ought always to be con- 
$ • fidcred^ 
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fidcred, that, tho' Sin in Us, who fee 
no farther than the Evils it produces, is 
Evil, and juftly punifhable; yet in God, 
who fees the caules and connexions of all 
things, and theneceflity of its admifli6n/ 
that admiffion may be no Evil at all, and 
that neceflity a fufficient vindication (rfhis 
Goodnefs. 

But it may be alledged that this prin- 
ciple totally changes the NatiKe of Vice, 
deftroy^ the Criterion before affixed to it» 
and encourages the univerfal pradile pf 
wickednefs : for if Moral Evil, and'the 
punilhment of it are neceffary towards 
promoting univerfal Good, then the more 
wicked men ^e the more they promote 
that Go<>d 5 and the more tl^y co<^erate 
,wifh tbek Creator in cQitipleatii%.,hjs 
r^^aifrand benevolent, plga of upi^fjs^l 
happiaefs. But this reafoniflg isrextr«Qe- 
JyT^lIacious : becaufe no collateral, re- 
mote. 
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mote, uaknown and undefigned Good 
rcfult^ng from Vice can alter the nature 
of it, or diveft it of criminality ; ;ind 
moreover if that Good arifcs only from 
iu punifliment, ib far is it from an encou* 
ragpment to wickednefe, that it proves 
only that the punifliment of it is neceilary, 
and unpreventable ; nay in its nature in- 
ca[^ble of remiflion, without a penal 
fatisfaftion from fome Being or other, 
nor does its cooperation with the defigns 
of providence render it lefs criminal, or 
|ef§ worthy of his juft indigcfation : all 
HHlories arc filled with inftances of the 
wickednefs of Men confpiring to bring 
about the Councils of the Almighty •, fuch 
were the Ambition and ferocity of the 
Romans, the obftinacy of the Jews, the 
cruelty of. Herod, and the treachery of 
JddaS)- yit were thefe never efteemed for 
that rftaifoh meritorious, or inhocenta 

• ^ • From 
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Sitncy ikrifing frtm chat ncceffity ; I fey, 
ih>m iJ&;impo*amt^^.||fra^ • h$nAl 

mJghtte ftrdck twt m odUdr^ot fiiil^ if 
^reflocf fey the h^nds of vLtammg^ atid 
tmpsutrality, to learf th^ihtifttan Mtifd 
fhm* unkm)wit regiofftsf: «f * l|i<&(!dat^ 
ind td pitkJuce Aemofi^ ktprilttig Aid 
ufeftjl dIfcolVttibs ht fithicfe, MetSphf* 
ficks, and in ChMiMtf to6':' T iAd 
Chriftidriify, becaufe it Is a Maffef ^-Key, 
\i^hich wifl, t am Certain; ^lat oftce CinlcJck 
iall tlie myftefious and perplexing doflirines 
of that amaZHig Tnftitution, and explain 
fairly, wit&out the leaft afliffance from 
the6lbgical artifice, alf thole abffrufe fpe- 
dilations of Original Sin, Grace and Pre* 
•defti^atbn/ and vicarious punifhments, 
• * which 
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which the moft learned, for want of this 
Clue, have never yet bcai aUe tomake 
confiftent with Reafon or Common- fenfe. 

In the firft place, for inftancc, the, 

Dodtrine of Original Sin is really nothing 

more than the v^ry Syftem here laid 

down, ixuo which w^ have been led by 

cloiely purftiing Reafon, and wi^ut 

which the Origin of Moral Evil cannot 

be accounted for on any principle what- 

fcvcr. Indeed; accoidihg to the com« 

mon notions of tl^ abiblute Omnipo-* 

cence of God, and the abiblute Free-will 

in Man, it i& wo& aUurd and impious, 

^ it reprefents the Deity volunurily 

bringing Men into Beipg wilji depraved 

Pifpofitioas, tending to no good purpofe^ 

and jtheo arbitrarily punifhing them for 

tli^ fins which they occafion with torments 

~ which airfwer jjo, ends, cither of their re- 

I formation 
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IbffinatuiiiMrJttlUil^toite hja^ 

mim fxh\^ ixfxi^ fms^n^ m^r 

f)l)Ii£^rby.ii)fei]KMScyro£ Ndicural E^Hs 
tti: achnit*r1K(I(^ ail ttefe aWiiniftkiS; ^ 
l&ncftTaniBii i and the Ori^al Depravity 
<ri5Ml«t^ppcaiS,fjwiiy €©n;gftip?itTi^ith tJif* 
tj»ftkc and.eyen Goo^nefc of hUOft- , 

Th? Doftrineiof Prcc^ftmation 4n^ 
Gr^€ ^ J^t forth'in tlie Scriptures,^ on the 
ifxjoft impartial luterptot^tipi^^ It^e tp Jfewe 
thefc: tliat fpnw ^n come, into the 
world wid) di%ofitK)ns ft^^jOt^mely bad, 
that;<5p4 f^c(aiQws that xh^y ytill xtr- 
tainly i>e^gniltjr of many crimes, and in 
,c^nfequencebe.puniflied for them j that 
to others Ht has given better dilpofition^, 
and mbrwyer piotefts them from Vice 
' X by 
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the old plan of God's abfolute Omaipts- 
tence, uncontrouled by any previous ne - 
'•edtot:y,'m th'^.nattirA'ortHifnBs*,' to admit 
1)'c5tllWfuraW^R;ioa{im'^5S^igiry 
'•'^ertgatiory <?8itf Hff ^'trtklSEPfflia-.good- 
'nefs;'^bur;'^^i\"tlifr !tfppolMo?i of that 
'^reviiiufs^^iffity'i^'fete apj^eaVs nbthing 
ftlCr^dlfile ''ift'it,' %orthe leaft irteorififteBt 
'Wi?liidhritte'^fff(^i' btCaMfe,' if God was 
"ol3ligeat>y tne "natufe' Of things, and for 
■llie'^oot'of 'tiie 'Wftdlfc, to' fiiffer fome to 
-5/v^d^^<Jr''lW''c6hfequwi«ymlferabfe, 
^^- ' I 2 he 
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%n#Ktt Mid f)finKlip«iifio7il^]iM^ 

«£3ife dOnNlon»n«riR^ ^SJ^i^fidHj^ 
ohligiddODflefportv^aiiji ii^lf^lJDgtlp ^Mljj^ 

, ni''-*. "io «OiJi;Jl:jifiQ c'i;<iplo yi ■;..•■,■. £ gd 
The Dfi^n^ ot. Sacrifice, or Vicari- 

©«« I»oiftiment»,,is, the moft univ^riaL 

and yet cxclufive of this plan th/? molt 

i||}^Q|i§ point, tha*(^fFeringinallotners; 

and 
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and hk^aideltyri^si^a941.evidM 



cent, and tx(MCmg'^''efamyV'§m^ 
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lift TUfcfWAXimSWIJk/ 
iet^imf'bmfi&iKm iviel^l^sffon :. fork 

cfeftrjr to' tite 'lfaif#i|^' «wJ •WeJllr 
Mt^Tl^i^ mtak i «t)4 if ttus At^fh 
flKf '«i(^s '^foSn it» en^erifig fome pmrr 
|9breski6ott^MeheiifiHtetbdie ^m^ Uti^ 

^e»meis: ^Hy ^ ^t}lSi]ri%s <Slf ^<^: 
fifcing unrjrl not i^ix ,^(9mt ^s^ 

vMr^ 6bod as-^'Sul^f^ of snoiEbei' ? 
If th(i MHbrite of lindivtdi^ ane td be 
Itjdki^ Vif^ as tttdt ^ch ^7 Mt^ 
obfiged to pay towafds the foppott <Wf l|fcfc 
J'ftbiick, why thalf 'n«C tfre SuffiirlngS 
df one C^lirt yve^Q^ikmfMrj^&ay 
<Jr a!>ft>f^-Ki nitidi bfthtt nec^aiy'tjtt; 
is tfk SoiRRngsof anothfefi' andoA Qiat 
account be iccepttd a^a pa/ftictft <»flu 
' • \ tisfaftion 
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crimes,' vrWidOt vtoi'tky rtlB(ppftrtf8*£ 

JHodld W'rt]^oid b!f"th6 fiifiku^:«0 
oHi&sf" As '««.we entiedjr'JgQeftni 

Whskt 'iHteKlk k- fttritelm.^:.gejal8B(l 
S^ltem of things, this .nuk^ poffibfyi)* 

that %i» A0V''I am '<%ttite4ior one. c^ 
affirm Widi l&iK^ : Itciflbn linkidYtiiK 

B RcafiMi;' ■: -Jr' ^: -.:-, ■ . - vr. j o.t ! ,.. , , 

^<imtrt£fi»pruiQi^ p£ t;hQ,neq;fl^ of Mo- 

■^ift Ev^i aft4,'4?&: pHiuftflJ?tti]t,. is. the 

if>\}|»(kN4^.' ^wjuch the wb,Qlie, fabrick 
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hafve ibmft ult^art tendency to'tte Good 
<jf the Whole ; and that the crimes and 
ptinifihnciits of fome Beings may, by fome 
\fra;^ or other, totally beyond the reach of^ 
cur narrow capacities, contribute to the 
Fcficity of muth greater Numbers. 

This plan, Sir, I am perfuadcd is not 
far dlftaiit from the Truth -, and on this 
Foun&don, if I miftakc not, a Syftem 
of Morality and Religbn, morecompleat 
and fi^icfr, more confident with Reafon, 
an^ wkh Chriftianity too, might be 
-■ ^ credtcd 
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L E T T ER V. 

On Politkal Evils* 
SIR, 

ACCORDING to my ptppofed 
Plan there ftill remain two forts of 
Evils to be accounted for, Polidcal and 
Religious ; under which heads,* (if you 
are not already tired with fo abftniie and 
unentertaining a correipondence) I {hall 
endeavour to (hew you, thit it is utterly 
impofliblc, even for Omnipotence idelf^ 
to give a perfeft Governnient, or a perfeA 
Religion to an imperfeft Creatmfe; and 
therefore, -that the numberleJs imperfec- 
tions inherent in all human Governments 
and Religion's, 'are not imputable to 

God, 
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j^S The NATURE and 
1 God^ nor zoj defed of power, wifdotn, 
orgoodiie&in||mi4 btitoolyiadte ia- 
/ £eiiof% of Mati*s ftadon iirdie UniTcffet 
which neoeffiuily expofes him «> Natural 
and M9fal £yil% aod fnuft, for die 
iame ReafoD, to Political and Religious ; 
whkh axe indeed but the Confcquenccs 
of the other. Superiw Beingg may pro* 
bably form to thetnfelves, or receive from 
their Creator, (jovcmmcnt without Ty- 
lamiy or Corrupuon, and Religions with- 
out Odufions or Abfurdities^ but Man 
jcannot : God indeed may remove him in- 
to fb exalted a Society i but whilft he con- 
,tmiies^to be a Man, he mAift be fubje£^ tp 
ionomerable tvils > amongft which thofi^ 
I call Political and Re%ious are far from 

|)eing the lea^ 

« 

But as thefe two kinds of Evils am 
very dt&rcn^ they will require different 

coo* 
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without a compleat Alter a fel iil* off Bima n 
Nature. How this comes topafimay 

'86n"-ftrtt'iftifoVhfc "naturfe •SBPSiltn'of 
•«» K Go- 
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130 The NATURE and 
Govcrmcnt in general, and afterwards 
into thofe of particular Forms and Poli- 
cies ; than which nothing has been more 
commonly mifiinderftood and mifrcpre- 
fented. 

As to Government in general, it is no. 
wonder, that it is fo produdtive of Evil, 
iince its very Nature confifts of Power 
trufted in the bands of fuch imperfedt 
and vicious Creatures, as Men, andexer- 
cifed oyer others asimperfeft and vicious 
as themfelves ; in which there muft be 
Pride, Avarice and Cruelty on one Side ; 
Envy, Ignprance. and Obftinacy on the 
pther 's and Jnjuftice and Self-Intereit qn 
both. Its Ori^n alio ariies frongi the 
fame impxire fburqe of human Impeffec- 
tion; that is. Men being neither wife A 
nor honeft enough, to purfue their com- 
mon and mutual intcrefts without Com- ^ 

pulfion. 
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pulfion, arc obliged to fubmit to fome, < 
in order to fecure their lives and proper- , 
tics from the depredations of all : but 
tho* this Neceffity drives them into Ibme 
kind of Government, yet it can never 
decide who fhall govern, becaufe all Men 
being by Nature equal, every one has an 
equal right to this fuperiority : this there- 
fore can be determined only by more Im- 
perfedtions ; that is, by the Struggles of 
Ambition, Treachery, Violence and Cor- 
ruption; from fuccefs in which uni- 
verfal fcramble are derived all the mighty 
Empires of the Earth : One Man at firft 
by fome of thefc methods acquiring the 
command over a few, then by their aid 
extending his power over greater num- 
bers, and at laft by the affiftance of thofe 
numbers, united by the advantage of 
plundering others, fubduing all oppofi- 
tion : and thus we fee all human Govern- 
K % mcnt 
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ment is the Offipring d Violence and 
Corruption, and muft inherit tlie imper- 
fcftiori of bbth ks parents. It is plain 
alfo that national Governments can nevier 
be ilipported by any other methods than 
thofe by which th^y were at firft rais*d ^ 
for, beiiig all independent of each other, 
and retaining ftill their original inclination 
to devour each other; and having no 
Hipcrior tribunal to refer to for juftice, 
they can have no means to fecure their 
own pofleflions, or to repel their mutual 
encroachments, but by force, which is 
caird the Right of War ; that is, the 
right of doing ajl the wrong that lies in 
their power : For War, however digni- 
fied with honours and encomiums by 
conquerors and their flatterers, is in fadk 
nothing elfe but robbery and murder. 
Nations having no more right to plunder 
each other thaa Pariflies,^ nor Men to 

kill 
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kill one another in thdr political than in 
their pririM capacities. 

if we look into the iniernal ccHi^itu- 
ibns of all thefe Govjemmcms^ we ihall 
find Ukewife, that tbey miift be admini-^ 
H^ed hj the fame violence and corrupt!- 
&n to wMoh they are indd>ted for their 
Origih ; that is, by hiring one part of 
ti^ fyckxy to force the other into fubjec- 
lion ; and that none of diein ever fubfifted 
any longer than whHft the (tronger part, 
netahirays the moft ntinficrous, found it for 
their advantage to keep the weaker in obe- 
dience : for it Ihould be ever remembered, 
as the fundamental of all politics, that 
Men wiH never fubmit to each other 
merely for the lake of puWick Utility, 
too remote a benefit to make any im- 
preffion on the dull fenfes of the multi- 
tude J but muft be always beat or bribed 
K 3 into 
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134 The NATURE and 
into oliedience. Higher orders of Beings 
may fubmit to each other on nobler mo- 
tives, from their fenfe of Virtue or of 
univerfal Benefit ; but Man can be go- 
verned by nothing but the Fear o£ Pur 
nifhment or die Hc^s of Reward j that 
is, by Self-intereft, the great Principle 
that operates in the political World in the 
fame manner that Attfaftion docs in the 
natural, preferving order and reftrainiog 
every thing to its proper courfc by the 
continual-endeavours of every individvial 
to dpaw all pftwer and property to hin;^- 
fejf. 

If we defocyad to the examination of 
particular forms of governnient, we (hall 
fee them all cxaAly'corre(pond with this 
general plan j we fhall find that none of 
them owe theit Origin to patriarchal 
power, the divine right of Princ^ or 

the 
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the uninfluenced du)ioe of the People ) 
things which never esdffed but in the idle 
dreams of vifionary politicians ; but all 
to the ftruggjies of Ambition and Self- 
* Intereft, fublidii^ at laft into iosat kind 
of Policy; either into abfolute Monarchy . 
or fome fpecies of popular Goveniment 
more or leis remote fix>m it, as the dif- 
ferent parts ci it bare had Strength or 
Fortune to prevail 1 all which qaxift be 
carried on by the fame vidous methods 
of Violeiu:e or CoiTii{mon, and coofe- 
qiiently be produdive of numbeiicfs^ if 
noi. of equal. Evils. 

In sd^fi^te Monarchies, for inftance^ 
great violence muft be exerciied to. keep 
men^ by nature equal, in fo unnatural a 
Subjedion $ this nuift produce plots, re- 
bcllkms, civil wars and maflacret % and 
ihcfe niuft require more Violence to re- 
K 4 prcfs 
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pre^them t but tl^ Va>fem» cannot bd 
\xM w^ioiit much C^ms^on v for k i# , 
i«>ttheperibtiof thefoTcmgn^ his crown 
arid (tepur^ dickt cita ^efefSre his a^cho 
rbf) n€i tan he dbiroy &6Qfimds with 
Ms m«t^ hind, like a Herarm Romanc^^ 
^pQwes&ii a^mf nmft Be kspt ki pajr ta^ 
enfla^thif p^ptet dnd a numetotis ckr* 
g]^ to dcodvb ihem ;. iwDoTe ambk«o% 
M^nj^ hkmrj ibd itmkf nmfl be b- 
lifecu} with the Modd aind treftTurc^ lof 
AiC Tcff People ms a reward fir their 
Ibrvkeit : hence infinite £vih muft aiife^ 
the lives, liberties and ptro^erties t>f «tt 
muft be dependent on the capricious will 
«f Oncy or, what is wchrfe, ^on the i^lls 
•f his pimpi, ^Rmktteft mA fav^iiies^ 
)u||l(^ttiaftBeper4tmltrf A^Q^ sid 
t^t {»9wsc K^ fdbiom be obiauMlmt 
by iidyfcttion» fiv^lii^ and treacbctfji 

tUs 
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tbi^prodtiCfs all kinds of Moral Evil^ 
and dwie bc^t more PdMcaU 

InDemocraiicalGovcrnments> if them 
is leis Violence there is more Corrupdoa; 
which in thefe indeed is the Balis of aU 
Paimr, and prodxidive of the nuift mif* 
chievoiis f&t6t% i here $& things ard a| 
ihe &fyoQkl of an ignorant and ^ddf 
Multitude, always led to their own 4er 
ftruftion by the flimfy eloquence and pre- 
sided p^tarkitifhi of iOncvcs, Fooky and 
tethufidftic Madmen ) or coiiHBenJy of 
iiwie exttMfdimry Gcnhia, formed £of 
fof^ulKrtty by a kicky ci^ti^olkiofi of aU 
thi^czceyeiitiiigiicdiems ; all fubordbk'^ 
itoOtt is ibbrbited ; dnd the mod rnfi^iai: 
«tid Titiom trf ti»peo{^ maft be careftd; 
bAh^ mi iiitdxicated, and by that means 
itHl^Ki^ ftiH more i4f4b)ent and vkious-; 
md att wM by th^ft methods acqukis 

their 
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their favour muft be no lefs vinous than 
themfelves. If in delpotic GovernmOTts 
Power cannot be attained but by Servi* 
lity and Adulation, in Democradcal it 
can never be acquired but by rfie more 
pendcious Vices of Turbuknce and Fac- 
tion; for which Reafonthefe are ever fore 
to be governed by the mod wicked, am- 
bitious, avaricious and mifchicvous of 
their Members. 

Mixed Govotiments, tho' periu^s 
produtftive of fewer Evils than citfier of 
the former, yet muft necel&rily partake 
of ihofe belonging to both, and be fop- 
ported by more or Ids of Violence, as they 
more or lefs approach the Delpodc ; or trf 
Corruption, as they come nearer to the 
Democratical Principles : the further they 
(brink firom the iron fcourges of the one, 
the more will they be entangled in.the 

golden 
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ORIGIN of EVIL. ^39 
golden fetters of the other ; for Corrup* 
tion muft always increafe in due propor- 
tion to the decreafe of arbitrary Power, 
fince where there is lefs power to com- 
mand obedience, there muft be more bri- 
bery tppurchafe it, or there can be no 
Government at all. Thefe have befides 
many Evils peculiar to thcmfclves^ the 
very elxcellence of thefe fort of Conftitu- 
tions being produftive of inconvenien- 
ces : for this excellence confifting princi- 
pally in this, that their different parts 
are able to counteraft each others mif* 
frhievous intentions, the reins of Govern* 
ment are kq)t tight only by each pulling 
a diflferent way, . and they fubfift by a 
perpetual contention, like a body kept 
alive by. the oppofite cflfeds of contrary 
poifons : a very precarious and uneafy 
kind of exiftence ! This expofes them in 
ipme t^eafyre to- all the Evils incident to 

both 
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both abfolute and popular Governments, 
tho' in a lefs degree : to the oppreflion 
<rf the one, arid the licentioufnefs of the 
other, to fadions at home, weaknefe 
abroad, and infinite expence in all parts 
of their adminiftration ; yet are tltefe 
mixed cpnftitutions the very bed that 
human wildom could ever difcover for 
the regulation of human Societies. 

: AH thefe EvHs arife from the Nature 
dF Things and the Nature of Maft, and 
not from the Weaknefs or Wickedncft 
of particular Men, or their accidental 
nfccndency in particular Governments: 
the degrees of them may indeed be ow^ 
ing to thefe, but their raiftencc is im* 
f tmtMt. So long as the }mperf<e^oft rf 
human natum a>ntinues, fo long vinSi. 
Princes, for the moft part, comwt tfeit 
|)ower With vi^hich they are trufted (^ the 

„. iakc 
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fftke of puUick UcUUy, to the ignoble^ 
ends of their own avarice, Inxurjr or 
ambition ; to Ibng wHi the peopis pcffer 
prefent Self-imterrft to rtmact benefits 
arifing from national proiperky; and lb 
long will corrupt mimfters tasjpioj thi» 
popular ven^^ty to their own private ad* 
rantage ; and how many iocvtv ant lojpc 
off, 

Non deficit wrm^ ^te*. 

It is the mifapprehenfion of this, that 
is the fundamental error of all ignorant;^ 
but well meaning, Ipeculative politicians, 
of all others the moft untradtable in gp- 
vcrnment, and mifchierous in bulinds^ 
the engines with which knaves work, 
and the ladders on which they mount ta 
preferment : who endeavour to deftroy 
all governments, becaufe they are not 
perfeft ; and oppofe all adminiftratfons, 
2 becaufe 
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142 The NATURE and 
bccaufe they cannot govern men by fuch 
means as they are not defign'd, or form'd 
to be governed by : who, by a Syfiphaeaa 
kind of politics, arc evfcr labouring to 
loll up a done, that muil recoil upon 
'them 5 and to render that faultlefs, which 
infinite power and wifdom cannot exempt 
from inconveniences, abufes, and imper- 
fedtions. 

Should one innumerate all of this kind, 
which caniiot beexcluded from Govern- 
ment without the total alteration of hu- 
man nature, they would be endlefs ; to 
inftance but a few : all political bodies, 
like the natural, muft have the feeds of 
their own diflbludon fown in their very 
cflence, and like them be deftroyed by 
every excefs ; by excefs of poverty or 
riches, of flavery or liberty, of ignorance 
or knowlcd^eji, of .^vcriity.or profpe- 
:,. . rity: 
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titf : a ftrong proof of their imp^ec- 
tion, that they cannot bear excels even 
of the greateft good 5 and yet they can- 
not be formed <^ more durable materials, 
fo long as they are conftituted of human 
creatures. All power trufted in the hands 
of {o imperfeft a creature as man, muft 
be pernicious and oppreffive, and yet 
fbmewhere fuch power muft be trufted. 
All human Laws muft be liable to roif- 
conftruftion, and uncertainty, yet with- 
out Laws property cannot be fecur'd. 
AU popular Ele&ions muft be attended 
with corruptk>n, Ecentioufiiefs, and the 
perverfion of juftice, yet without them 
the Kberty of no country can be preferv'd( 
All national providons for the poor muft 
not only be encouragements toidlciiels, 
but produftive of contefts, and often* 
times of cruelty, yet without fuch many 
hoQcft but Unfortunate people miiftin- 

cvitablj^ 
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evitaWy periih. All if Iigio«ft tefts, svul 
^bfcriptions, are in their own paQiraB 
fobverfive of truth and morale, ytt the 
fdljr of one pw of mai4ci^> 4ad tbtt 
knavery of the other, will fca«:^y per* 
piit anjr Government to fubfift without 
(hem. Trade and wealth ar$ the ftrengtb 
und the purfuit of every wife nation, 
yet thefe muft certainly produec Luxury, 
which no leis certainly muft produce thdr 
deftruftion. All War is a complication 
of all manner of Evils natural and mo^ 
ral, that is, of mifery and wicHed|ie6 ; 
yet without it national cont^^tfioos cm 
never be determined. No Gw€rwmi(^ 
^n be carry'd on« oor &]bcn^natioii 
preferv'd, without forms, and ceremoal- 
als, pomp, and parade; yetallfucli, 
-from the inferiwty of human nature giv- 
ing icfelf airs of gran^lair and nu^u^ 
ficence, and die drfpicafalf cypedynts k 

is, 
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Is obliged to have recourfe to fuppoft it, 
muft always have fomething meaa and 
ridiculous in them to exalte^ undcrftand- 
ings. All Governments are in a great 
meafure upheld by abfurd notions inHis'd 
into the minds of the people, of die di- 
vine right of fome particular perfon m 
family to reign over them ; a foolifh par- 
tiality for fome particular fpot of ground -, 
an outrageous zeal for fome religion which 
they cannot underftand, or a fcnfclcfs pur- 
fuit of Glory which they can never at- 
tain; thefe are all falfe principles, yet 
without them, or fome like them,* no 
nation can long fubfift : they can never 
be defended by reafon, yet reafon can 
produce no others that can fupply their 
places^ Every flourifliing nation endea- 
vours to improve Arts, and cultivate 
Reafon and good fenfe ; yet, if thefe ans 
extended too far, or too univerfally dif- 
L fus'd, 
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fiis'dy no national goi^ermnenc or na* 
t»mal tdigioncan long ftand dieir ground; 
ibr ic is with old EftaUiflithents as w^ 
old hoofes^ their ddGcM'mates am com*' 
moaly dioir fiippcurts, and thde can ne* 
ver be xanQv'd without end^u^ring tkc 
whole £ibricku In fliort, no Govtiikr 
fnedt can be ackniniftar'd without in fiime 
di^rce dccemng the peof^ opf^fling 
the niaan, kidulging the greats corrupt- 
ti^ die V3enal, oppofmg factions to each 
other, and temporifing with parties. 

I It; is this neccflxty for Igvil in all Go- 

/:wmmeitf, wWch ^ves that wei^ ai^t 

* jpopi^^f which ufually attends all thofe 

■whp 9ppofc, and calurnni^te any Gorern- 

jnerjt whatever j aj^pearing always to have 

iqafpn pn their fide, becaufc the Eva$ of 

jiU power are conlpicucAis to the cneaneft 

oipackyf wherea* the neceffity for thofe. 

^ Evils 
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Evils are perceivable only to fuperior 
underftandings : every one can feel the 
burthen of tax^s, and fee the inconvehi- 
, encai of armies^ (daces, and penfions^ that 
muft encreafe theni) but very few tie' 
i^le to compithend that no Govemmcitt 
can be fuppofted without them in a 
Certain degree ; and that the more liber- 
ty any natbn enjoys, the greater muft 
be their number, and neceflity. TTie 
mpft ignorant can perceive the* mifchicft 
that muft arife from corrupt Minifters 
and renal Parliaments, but it requires 
fomle fagacity to difcern, that aflcmblies 
of men unconnected by felf-interdft will 
no more draw together In the bufificft of 
the publick, than horfes without harneft 
and bridles 5 but, like them, inftead of 
being quietly guided in the right road of 
general utility, will immediately run rioc, 
L 2 flop 
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Hop the wheels of government, and tear 
all the political machine to pieces. 

From hence it comes to pals that all 
ignorant wrong-headed people naturally 
run into oppofition and fadion, whilft the 
wife man knows that thefe Evils cannot 
be eradicated, and that their exce& only 
can be prevented; that thus far every 
honeft man will endeavour to his utmoft, 
but to proceed farther only fools will 
hope for, pr knaves pretend. He knows 
that numbers of men muft always aft in 
the fame manner, if in the fame circum- 
fiances ; that Politicks are a Science as 
reducible to certainty as Mathematicks, 
and in them effefts as invariably follow 
their caufes : that the operations of Will 
are as uniform, as thofe of matter and 
motion 5 and that, tho' the aftions of 
individuals are contingencies, thofe of 

numbers 
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numbers are conftanti and invariable : 
that, tho* a fmgle man may poffibly 
prefer publick utility to private advan- 
tage, it is utterly impoHible, that the 
majority of numerous bodies fhould be 
abated by the fame generous, and pa- 
triotic principles -, thefe can fpring only ' 
from Virtue and Wifdom, benevolent 
hearts, and comprehenfive underftand- 
ings ; which, being the portion but of 
a few more exalted individuals, can ne- f 
ver be found in the multitude to be go- 
verned : nor can they be beftow'd in any ; 
extraordinary degree on thofe who go-* 
vern, who would thereby be rendered 
unfit for their occupations ; Statefmen, 
and Minifters, who muft be hackney'd in 
the ways of men, cannot be made of fiich 
pure and refin'd materials -, peculiar muft 
be the compofition of that little creature 
caird a Great Matj. He muft be form*d 
I. 3 of 

I 
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of all kinds of co(itrtdi£i:ion$ : He muft 
be indefatigable m bufinefs, tx> fit hiai 
for the labours of ht$ ftation, and at tlie 
fan^ time fond of pleafiires, to cnaUe 
him to attach many to his intciefts by a 
participation of their vices : He mu£k be 
mafter of much artifice and knavery, hi$ 
fituation requiring him to employ, and 
be employed by fo many knaves ; yet he 
muft hax'e fbme honefty, or thofe very 
knaves will be unwUling to truft him : 
He muft be pofieis'd of great magnani- 
mity perpetually to confront iurrounding 
enemies, and impending dangers ; yet of 
great meancfs, to flatter thofe enenMesj 
and fufier tamely continual injuries, and 
abufes : He muft be wife enough to con- 
dufl the great affairs of Mankind with 
fagacity and fuccefs, and to acquire riches, 
and honours for his reward ; and at the 
fame time fooRfli enough to think it 

worth 
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worth a wife man's while to meddk witb 
filch affairs at all, and to accept of fucK 
imaginary rewards for real fufferings* 
Since then in dl human Governments 
fuch muft the Governors, and fuch the 
Governed eternally be, it is certain they 
mud be ever b% with numberieis inv ^ 
perfeifjtions, and produdlive of abundant 
Evils : and it is no lefs plain, that if, 
infinite Goodnefs could not exclude na» \ 
tural and n[M)ral Evils, infinite Power can 
never prevent political. 

I hope. Sir, the pidurc I have here 
drawn of human nature, and human Go- 
vernment, wril not appear to you too 
much of the Caricature kind: yourcx- 
{)erience in both muft inform you that 
it is like, tho*^ your good nature may 
incfine you to be forry that it is (p. I 
truft likewife to your good fenle to dif- 
L 4 tinguifh. 
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tinguilh, thftt what has here been faid o^ 
their icnperifeftions, and abufes, is by no 
means Jintepded as a defence of them, 
but meant only to (hew their neceffity 2 
to this every wife man ought quietly to 
fiibmir, endeavouring at the fame time 
to redrefs them to the utmoft of his pow- 
er ; which can Jbe effefted by one me- 
thod only ; that is, by a reformation of 
Manners : for as all Political Evils de- 
rive their Original fix)m Moral, thefe can 
never be rertiovM, untill thofe are firfl: 
amended. He, therefore, who ftri£tly 
adheres to Virtue and Sobriety in his con- 
duft, and inforces them by his example, 
does more real fervice to a State, than 
he who difplaces a Minifter, or dethrones 
a Tyrant -, this gives but a temporary 
relief, but that exterminates the Caufe of 
the difeafe. No immoral Man then can 
pofiiblj be a true patriot i and all thofe 

who 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



ORIGIN of EVIL. 153 

who profefs outrageous zeal for the li. 
bcrty and profperity of their Country, 
and at the fame time infringe her laws, 
affront her religion, and debauch her 
people, are but defpicable Quacks, by 
fraud or ignorance increafing the difor- 
ders they pretend to remedy : as fuch, 
I know, they have always appeared to 
your foperior judgment, and fuch they 
are ever eftecm'd by, 

SIR, &c. 
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LETTER VI. 

On Religious Evils* 

SI R, 

INO W come to my laft head of Evils, 
which I call Religious ; by which I 
mean all that madnefs, and folly, into 
which mankind have perpetually fallen, 
under the name of Religion ; together 
with all thofe Profecutions, Maflacres, 
and Martyrdoms, which fome have beea 
"induced to inflift, and others to fuf&r^ 
from an Enthufiaftic Zeal for th(rfe er- 
rors and abfurdities: Evils of the moft 
enormous fize and which of all others 
are the moft difficult to be accounted fbr> 
as their exigence feemis moft incoofiftent 

with 
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svndi infiiuto Goodncfs, and moft eafily 
preventable by infinite Power* For, tho' 
tauMTi nature cou'd not be exempted 
from natural and moral Evil (as has been 
ftcwn) even by Omnipotence, yet, one 
monAd tlitnk, a far lefs degree of power 
ny^t have been fufEcient to have de- 
femkd it from Religious ; by imparting 
txrMankmdatruey rational, and expti* 
Cit' fyftem of Theology, and Ethicks ; 

^ which means all the abfurdities of 
fiilftf Reli^ons, and all the calamities 
^owii^from thofe abfurdities^ would have 
hsen efFfe£lually prevented. Wonderful 
diCFpfore muft it ^>pear, fince the hap* 

' jp^B of Men, thro* every Part of their 
cp^ft^pccs fo much depends oa their Re* 
^f^[i^ thatis^ on thdr entertainmg right 
^lio^s.oC God and his Attributes, g( 

. jfyB^t 4il^ ^ biQE>> &nd chdr behavlow 
|fir4»d|Mher; moft wonderful, I fay, 

itnd 
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atxl aftomflung it maft ^ppaar^ cbtta 
wife and bene^roIent Creator .ihoiild ib 
far havedeiertedhb CreMutstn dbbtm- 
portantocca&Mit astohav^fiifleredtiiem 
^fo* all generations to hwt wandertd 
amtdft fodi perilous prccqMCl in ffce 
dark; orif atanytitnehehasTOUchfiUbd 
them any rupemattir^ ligHt^ that it 
fliould have been fo fiant^aiid glimmer* 
if^ that it has rather ferted to Oenify 
them with die gloomy profpoftef . tbeir 
danger dian to enaUe themtp ayoid ir« 

If we look back a$ £i^a$^lu0ory w|ll 
carry us^ w^ fhall find all ^gcs and nations 
pra£tifing^ under the naniei/ .Religion^ 
fuch inhuman, obfcene, flupid' and tXt- 
crable IdoUtries that it Would difgrape 
human Nature but to enijinerate diedi • 
we ihall fee the wifeft Men of die wileft 
Countries confulting Oracles k£ wood add 

'^ " ftofie. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



x6o T:1]c,J^ATU,R>^^,ivI 
ftone^ and confiding in the fooUfh fupcr-* 
ftition of thp flight of birdjs, the entrails 
of beafts, an4 the Epcking ojF ^hickens^ 
wc (hall fee them butdjeritig tfy^ inno- 
cent herds a^id flocks.a$. an axoynement/or 
their vices, and facrii^cing their enemies^ 
their flayes, their chil^fep, .and fojp?*^ 
tinies themf(;lves, to appf^e, th^ v^^ 
of their iofiaginary Deities, of ^o^ 
worfhip no cruelty ^as too horrid to bie 
made a part; and by who^ ijafaipqi^ - 
examples no wickednefs was too execrable 
to be patromJTed. At length Chriftianity 
'appeared, a ikctch of morality the moft 
rational, and of Religion.tbcmoft fufa^ 
Jime the World had ever fe.en.j whicl^ 
condefcended to reveal hi* 
1, undoubtedly makes thd 

>nfions to be that Revelation : 
if we ferioufly cbnfider ic» 

jccellence, the reafonablenefi cS 

its 
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its Morality, the fublimity of its Theolo- 
gy, that it alone has fixed tKc right Cri- 
terion of Virtue, alone difcovered the 
magnanimity of Forgivcnefs : that its 
tiotiohs of the Deity, his attributes and 
difpenfations, ar^ io unlike afl that ever 
entered into the heads of the wifeft philo* 
ibphers of preoeding ages, and yet fo 
well confirmed by the learned difcoverics 
of ail fuccceding. times ; fb far exalted 
ifoove all hunian Rea(bn, and yet fo 
confonant with it, and what is moft cpn^ 
dufire, fo infinitely aboire the Capadti^ 
of thole who publifhed them to die 
World ; lime add to this its chkutc ri^ 
and amazing progrefs, I think, we caa 
fcwcdy doubt but that diere muft ^ 
^Imiething Supernatural in it : ana yet^ 
wkh all thefe marics c^ Divinity ftamped 
upon it, far from anfwering that Idea of 
Pcrfeftion whkh we might cxpcaf ^ from 
M the 
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, S^62 , j jThq N.AuTiq^ft B land 
^ketcl^ yyl^Cfpyt^TUnefSfip^^d appear, the 

^ |?d^p frotn Pmp to timc,^y^wne;|u4/^d 
f injPri^ifcifflus rhapds* . It Iwd ma^y 4f^s 
,in its iffiftHMtjk)?, and wap aucn<ted:Fith 
inaiiyt ^r>d gr^at Evils iq its fon^equanfles ; 
, in its iaflatuiion.. it waited fUiWvecfeJityi 
Authenticity, Perfpicuiiy , 4n<^. Policy ; 
apd i(i,iis; C9Qfeqqjences i}:,i)v^^fqor^;fjor- 
^pte4 ai^d from ^aj;, q)Trugtioa,^a- 
dvi^y«,.9frithe moft miift^icyp^^ cffefts. 
Its gffftt A^dapr d€.%if d if;^ot > to, ^t^ ex- 
empted ftqm any pf thefe-Impprife^ions, 
We rcveaj^d it only to a. fin^l and obfcwre 
corner of the World in Pai:ables; /^nd 
Myfteries: He guarded not its original 
purity^ which feems to hs^w. died-^itk 
. hiipfclf,. by jcomnwttingJt to ^any written 
. Records, ,bi|C left it in Ae hands of, illi- 
. ^^ ;ter^o, l!yl?n, \yhOj tho* they wsre horeft 

enough 
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•' enough 'Wyyefbr it, W^re neV^r wife 

■ citotigh' yerfeaiy to ifn'dei^^rid it. All 

Pblicy^ bi^Mifciaims in exprefs Words, 

faying, Mj KUgdom is not of this Jf^orld % 

• that is, I meddle not vmh the Political 
Affairs of Mankind ; I teacK Men to dc- 
^fe the World, bdt not ' to g6v^n it. 
Noi* did He expeft any better fconleqtiin- 
ces iftofri Its progrefs 'thaii tKofe which 
actually followed r He was by rid means 

* ignorant 6f its futut-e corrupdoti, and 
that, thb^ his primitive inftkirtioh bi-eathed 
nothing bdt ^Pcace, aikl^ • Fwbeamfice, 
Good- wlJH and Bencvolertcisf-, j^etthatin 

' rtVixingwrth the Polities atid' Ihterefts of 

' -Mankiiiti,' it' would be produftive of 

^ tyranny and oppreffion, of martyrdoms 

' Snd liiaflScres, of national wars and fa- 

"' mily difiehtibrii. Think noi^ fays He, / 

"'conietofendPeade on "E^arih, I come not 

^ fi'feti Peace bar a Sivordr for I afh come 

:-"'^'- '■ M 2 to 
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, ,.Ffom .wh?(tlftfcnJtabIe faiuxr^^can all 
tlwfe |mj>plfe(^»S| and all itefe soafe- 

wl^ ippqiTjiff)ieqfit)le plati.iiHift the 
>yijre Difpofqr.pf ail t^iijgs . gr opp^;^ to 
fufl^^rn^ ,th^^s to be\^lder tb^mfelves ia 
tjhe labyrifiths of .crgKor, and frpi?^;thefK€ 
tpp^ung<? intp,fbcguJphs pf wi<;kedne6 
andimi%y,j vi^hen the les^ft dircftion from 
his omnipotent T^and wouW lead them 
thro* t\^ fipwcry jjaths (^ Truth^to Vir- 
tue and Feliqty ? Strange ! that be ha3 
not given theni Reafon fufficient to per- 
form this important office! Stranger! 
that, if ever he> condefcendcd to affift 

that 
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that Re^' with fiis iAfimt^ WiflUAn^ 
even the Reiigba tihat: rcfiilcsv Ssom that 
fupernatuJrar alllQjaacQ &^d be llillf^- 
ficient in almoft every one of the principle 
requtStes neoeflaiy tow^tds acconoplifhing 
jthe great and beneficent ends it w^ de- 
figned for ! that it fhould want Univer- 
felity to render it impirtSali Authenticity 
to make it demonftrablei PfcHlrtcfciity to 
make it intJelligiWe, and Pjolity 'to make 
it ufefut to Mankind : thaft ft fhoifld im- 
mediatdy have beeti corrupted^ ' j^d from 
that corruption t>dng produiftive ofaH 
the Mifery and Wickedhef^ it feentoj 
calculated to prevent, feut on examination 
we fhall find, that thefc Evils, like all 
ihofe of which we have before treated, 
owe their exiftence fojio dcfeft of good- 
;>efs or power in God, but to the iniper- 
feftton of Man aod their own neceflity : 
jhat is, to the imprafHcability of giving 
M 3 « 
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a perfefl: Religion to an imperfeft Crea- 
ture : from whence Ais impra6titability 
arifes twin eptfeavour to explain. ' 

There are but t^o meth(>ds, that we 
know of, by which God can communi- * 
catc a Religion to Mankind : that is, 
either by the ' ^eduftions which he has 
impowered him to make by the force of 
that natui'a! 're^fbn which he has im- 
planted ift hitfi,' or by the extraordinary ^ 
interpofition of Divine Revelation : now 
from the firft of thefe little need be faid ' 
to fliew that nothing perfeft can be ex- 
pe&ed : our Reafon is unftable in its 
foundations, and uncertain in its condu- 
fions; our lives are extremely fhort, and 
our progrefs in fcience no lefs tedious, 
and retarded by numberlefs obftacles : 
much of oijr time is imployed in getting 
ideas^ and much in acquiring l^guage 

to 
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to e5(pi;e^;%m: Jew ft^e^^y^^ 
tics p Fqa^^i ^ , fe\y.er^ Jeifqre : . (ome ' 
having fenfe IWPQ. l^arr*ip|t» w^t q|i^^ 
terials to work with ; others having learn- 
ing, andno.fenfe> hecomCr Ofiorq ^fijfxjl: 
by having anaaficd much n)ati;er to. n>ir ^ 
ftake about : ;fo that to raife.aay ^j^lqa- . 
blc fyftem of Reli^on, or Morals,,, frotp. 
buajan Rcafon, requires f he .Iftljoijrs , of 
many generations J fronjiaU, which have 
already paft how little truth can we col- . 
le<9i? and y/et perhaps mi^ch-of tbM-^littlc 
is pwing to Revciatj^Pt ;y?hi<;H we,^? 
apt to thipk .uiincceirary^ f^^^^hevGfy 
afliilance we have received from it ; jikc 
the Country-man who defpiled the Sun , 
bec^ijfe it.ihined in jhe, day-time. We 
lee but f very foiall part of the great 
Whole, and fee that fmall part fo fuper- 
ficially, that we comprehend not the ef- 
fence of any thing -, neither of feody or 
M -f ' Spint,-' 
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j6$y , Tho ^ AfTny fy If'^^^j ', 

Spirit, ^ Space or TIttm ^ Jhfi»ify w. , 
Etcrrtity ; vc kn0fRfeaWer>ii»y ebingt^f; ^ 
any»thiflgi ^kia*rfall(tf tJieNatum-i' 
of^Jod.or ourfidres^^andjthf^p^ivt it i^^ ^ 
byTQP;0ieao^:fijjrpii6ng tl^t ^ JUligiflfls- \; 

of ^Enwa^ siiHi Ahfwdiiiea. .If it be 
aflcitdd> thirt.Qod Wight bavt given t<v. , 
M«ia m0pe comprthenawRetfoiv,^ ^ 
a g«fttter:jfl(||rl|t iRW N«i«e^^ji(i FilW^ r ^ 
rity : I an|W€f,:heceii»w(i|y-.i^ 
be miglk ^a ha^e given W» ,tibe-; : 
flrcngfhtiftheHorfcalidtheifwi^i^ i 
the Stsg^ « wdl K the umfcrftanfling ' 
of an Angel 5' bat tiscn he bad ■noctoiiti- • ^ 
nued to be Man 5 or if be had, Jw 't 
wottid liave fuff^^ped m^y ftjpetior Evib ^ 
fromthefi ouhfeppy icqtilfitit>As* '' - - ' * 
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If W -confider 1 the other method, hf 

which God tffi' commimicate a Hellion 

• - to 
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hirflfelf has ma(fethi^«]ft#&p^W€ bfmi^t ^^ 

nature ancfefc^m^tion : fe'i^nft%fthftllja:»- - 

a Mde in Aftmnomy^ d)r>an^yftef itfi^'^ 

Mirfiek, bet?ai3pfe he' has notgfVtii tttefft'} ^ 

Mdflibers; ' nbr Facukie^^^ nedc^iy fof i 

the acqalfition ^^4th<yfe ^lefiy^ : Wetter M 

is this any ^minotion of liftiOfliiiJpp-- ■ > 

tcnffji {iecaYi& adfcihg^ iuchja tfOBmer^'^r 

wouW be wHIkig Coatraritftiei^rat' the \i 

fame time: it IwouW be.qjpdflng^Kftif^ 

ownf -Etefigiw^ making Cn^MCttPe^ wj«u:-,v/ 

thfey arc not, aacj granting them lte^r» « i 

which he thought proper to deny them : 

a Revehttion th^iicfoir'tfromlz.Gtxivcairf 

nevcrbf jftlcb as wc might eapjaL-frontriw 

infinite 
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infinitoi;Powicx, Wifciom ;>nd Goodiirftk -^ t 
but tndfii icoflDdeftiendto tbe Ignorance, - 
and InSrmicies of M^ : Ml^s ' the wHc6 r ^ 
L^flator in the World to compole 
Laws:ft)r4Nwfery, they muft be Cblld-^ 
iih iiat^is i fi> wa^ God to neveai a Rtli^^ ' 
gioiltd>Miif:diind^ tko' the ReveahrTwas ' 
divinSi. the. Religion muA be human, on : 
it cmiUbfbe^f. no uie to tho£e for whoib ' ^ 
fakeuic v veas revealed : .and therefore,- ^^ 
Uketbem^ itiiwfbbeJi^blttaTni^mbe^rle^ ^ 
Impeffeai9a^# aff»QPgft w^^ch .^l t^pfe. , 
Defidencies. beforeTmentioeed are ^bifa- , 
lutoly un^oidablc> wdimpoffible ta-bci - 
preifented-ty any. power whacevec :.. thefe^r- 
arcthe Wintof Uniyenfality,: Authentiri • v.- 
citf, Perrplcuity and* Policy ;7. ha certain; j. 
C(^rupriopy 'With all that iouadationyofi: .^ 
Witbednefe and Mifery which nuEft floy ... 
frottt that Corruption. Great and nu - ^ 
merous Evils ! from which it is not dif^r;^ 

ficult 
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fiailt tx) (hew, that no f?feve!aw9QS:(mi*^= ■. 
municated to Man caa bertaDcroptfed.byi •• 
an Omnipotent Revealer, ' m - f 

■ ' . • ' ' - - .\-.^- T 

Firft then it muft- want UmvierfaJ}|y4 ^^ I 
that is, however conducive it ti|aybc:t<y • 
the .virtue aBd> happinefe of Mfeidlifictt a , 
general, it cannot be alike-ccMTtthQnicated : 
to all Men' in ail ages and all D^idiUfof. .. 
the. Wotfdi becaufej, from dw najsure. :; 
of ehiti^, ! it muft haw a beginning ^d ^ 
a pK%refflon ! it inuft at firft b^ ttvtf^ed ■ 
at f&mt time ^tM in foiti^J ^lace^j • ^nd * 
wheri-ever and whei^e-^vetcHic'ifii there 
mufl:^' have been . times' : and. |4ak:e» m 
which it waj not reveafcd i and rfif relbre , 
it isimpoffibleit can be Uniyerfels *>n,d 
this* not proceeding from any ' impotence > 
or patriality hiithe Revealer, b^t.fFOtxi 
the mddes .i@f exigence qf all hwmw ) 
affairs.' - ; : ., : /d /. .m - 

It 
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It mud likewfe want Authenticity : 
thatisj thd' its divine Authority may be 
morfe or' Ids credible atcbrding to the tit- 
tomflinces of the evidence, yet it cah 
never W capable of adircft or dcmon- 
ibatlve proof ; becaufe God muft com- 
municate this Revelation to Mankind 
either by a general or a particlar Infpi- 
ratjon : that is, either by inffiring all 
Men, w by infpiring a few to teach it to 
others: thefirft of thcfe methods, bra 
Univerfal Infpirati<Mi, is impoffible m 
N^ture^ and abfiird even in Imagination^ 
and would be the total alteration of hu- 
man nature : the other muft ever be lia- 
ble to infinite uncertainty, bqcaufe tho', a 
Man nuy poffibly know when he him* 
fclf is irtipired, (tho' that, I think, may 
be very wtU queftioned) yet, that he 
fliould ever produce indubitable creden- 
tials of a Divine Commiffion to others, 

who 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



ticaye, there ^)jsin^ no marM bf^ which 

tji^ fa(^ can be afcertainedt nciirapyff^i^- 

ties in the hum^n mind which, ^r^.^ghlp 

to diftinguifh k : the excell^picc^f^ tijc 

Reyelation he teaches^ its, beneficent 

en^i^ and the miracles he may^^^rlfi,;Ui 

^ts confirmatiQn 

it rtjore or lefs 

amount to a o 

know fo little 
.*»• "V • •>• ... 
quences or thir 

.r;pr.: '^ ► •■ , • ^ 
the nature or i\ 

indeed nothing 

ourlelves are u 

but what Beings ot luperior Orders ipgy 

be able ^o ^do we cannot tell 5 nor jpt 
^ what power, inclination or permiffi9a 
tuch Beings may have to deceiye us, Jf 
ilrliS^mpoffibie therefore we can be cer- 

tainof the divine Authority of a Kevela- 

tion. 
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t{aii»: iT^ by a perlbaHl casmntiilic^4on 
.•wiifc,kr fiiift.Aitthor, much lefecaivwc 
faejffiSbicdof k thro' rf>e fallacious medi- 
iimaef TTaditionpr Hiftoty ; for who- 
"cwerobfehres the propepficy Men have to 
iftipofrqpottthemfelves and others, how 
diifficgk iti&to come at a true Reprefen-, 
tmioa of tte comnioncft foft^ even at the 
cKftance of a few miles or a few years, 
urillbectfUy convinced, that al J human 
Tradition 'can be nothing more than a 
Complication of defighed Fraud and 
inevitable Error •, a Glafe which mifre- 
pccf^ti 4ril objeih hy magnifying or 
'^minilhingthem^i juft as it h plac^d-by 
^thehandof Knavery for the inrpe<Stion 
of Fx:dly-.an4 Credulity. HBftory iiictoed 
carries with it a greater Authority^ but 
jxiuft ever -be liable ta infini^ Imperfec- 
tions : ^ we can never be certain that the 
J Writers xrf it, being Men, were not Im- 
- .^- pofcd 
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$)Qfed upooLthdmielYfis, ardjd nDtimcnd 
to impofe on others v -and . tbcK^DK its 
Ofiigmdl cvldeaae cannot fae ooodu&re, 
and muft gro.W daily weaker in propor- 
tion to ia antiqutty : it, muft nttcflkrily 
be fubje^ CO all uncertainties procmfing 
fj^m Che variatiQa of langix^es and 
^uftomSj ignorant tranfonbers^ £dlbtianf- 
^tions, interpolations and fingeries; 
^d as the hiftories of ReligioDS iire more 
conne&ed with Mens intereft^ thaii thofe 
of other occur riTnces, fo they nnift be 
ever more fubjeS to tfacfe ^ Frauds and 
Impc^tioos; for the fame ceafoo that a 
Bank-note i^ rnore Ukely to be! cotmter- 
jfeited than a News-paper. . It is thcrc- 
£cire impoiible that Hiftory can afford us 
any. certain proof of a fupeniatiMral and 
fTU]?aculous difpenf^tion, becaufe a Fsft, 
unlikely to betrue^ canneverbedenaon- 
'flratsd by^ a Relaftion not impoffibleto be 

falfc. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



rye The NATURE and 

falfe. If k be faid, that God may infpirfc 
the writers of fuch important Riecords 
with Infallibility, I anfwer, the Proof 
that he has fo infpired them will be at- 
tended with no lefs difficulty than the 
proof of that divine authority which is to 
be eftablifbed by it ; and it muft ever be 
abfurd to prove the truth of a Revelation 
by the infallibility of its Records, and 
the infallibility of its Records from the 
truth of the Revelation^ It is plain 
therefore, that, tho* infinite Goodnefs 
may reveal a Religion to fi> imperfeft a 
creature as Man, yet infinite Power 
cannot, by reafon of that Imperfe^Hon, 
give to that Revelation fuch a degree of 
Authenticity that is fuch a demcmftral:^ 
proof of its divine Authority as fomc 
Men unrcafonably expeft, and others as 
ridiculoufly beftow upon it 
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Xtmuft waatl^fpicuitjr : thatis, ittntift 
he much moiie obTcuit both in hs fpeoj^ 
lauycandpra£^lDo£lnQes9 thiniHiglM! 
h^ exped^iran the interpofition of in-' 
fimte wtfdain» troth and benevolence. 
In its %)caitacife Dodrines Obfcurity 
BmR be uiunroidable, becaufe they muft 
treat oS idjjc&s tkcfvt the reach of our 
Compithenfions : which neither eye has 
ieen, nor ear heard, nor has entered mto 
the heart of Man to conceive; and 
therefore no Bomcr can impart to us 
clear and a^ictt Ideas (^ iuch things 
without firft beftoiHng on us new facul- 
ties and new fenfb ; that is, without the 
totd akeration of our Natures. Bur 
what is moftof sdl extraordinary is, that 
it mtift be lilcewtfe to a certain degree ob- 
Icure in its pra£itcal and moral precepts 5 

and this from a reafon not die lets valid 

for having never before been infilled on ; 

N which 
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ii<»hich 1s» fr6m the Neceflityof Moral 

ii^,e]i)()Utitii by .'sriireatf ' ^uM'^^iiitfek^ 

ably ctf.dO'ine'Awtfto*^ k^r^-^MW 

liu$l^nnliilflbi^ W^ M^tb'eratticite 

p{pfV!ed.ten^iiw«.i been" adffnttt^d only frcn'ii 
tb^tinpoiSA^ty 4f iU'lej^chilioh without 
the introduftion of greater EviHortKe 
lofs of fuperior Good. If Omnipotence 
cflul^,nitt|»ev?»it tfce'gxift^fe of Tiloral 

tot^yrtj ««»piteft by R8vela?ion"wo^i^r 
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^V.fif ^^V Jnflahi^es^ '^de&r -an^ 
l^tfpici^uj^ofrw &on*i'aaif.'doi?i)fe ana 

^^^ t?i^ but d ftlli' Voice 

«bifperiflgaegft|eW^rmng^ di^ne Ad- 
mpn^ioos,, ^ itipemaairal; Truths ; a 
lyi^t tt^iti^QJfii 4^k platis, iHutntnat* 
ing to 9 ce^2Un degree the^satiw ObTcu- 
rity^pf the Jjiunan Mind, and difcafcring 
^ faint glimniaplngs the Dedgnsof Pro- 
ridence^ and a diftau^t proTpjoftiof. a fu- 
tuj? life.^ 

" Ic^jimft alfo want poliqr : ^tjot is, it 

can q^er prefcribc polHicd nderbf whkh 

M^icind can be, ccHxiu&qd iadfc:Go- 

vcrnoKnt of Nations, or their pretended 

N 2 righ^- 
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jgo ^eN'AT'tJJiE: and 

light*; 9f.W^r}Wi Peace, becaufcall 
%(c.^;|tfs,Jbfi^incapable^ ^e^ 

|i«^M . !?^ ^^n'i on by any other 
ineaQ$iiJ|i»aj5l^epf viple^^^^^ fir^ud, and 
corrvi^ipilL;, ^DliYinc Revelation cannot 
pP^fcJy>ggly«;,Wy diredio^s about them i 
becauif all . luch mull be necei&rily inr 
c^fiftofit eitlier iVith Virtue or with praq- 
tic^bility^ : fptaUy to forbid thcfe method* 
i^gpfvqmng pi^kind, who can be gq* 
vcrn'd Jiy rv> other, would be deftruit- 
ive of! all Government •, to allow then^x^ 
of ^1 Mcy^lity : and therefore it is nq- 
^ilary tl^at men fhould be left to aft i(i 
thefe nj^^ers at their peril, as partieul%r 
circumftances may require, with only a 
general fyftem of religion and morality 
for their ^uide. Jf a Divine Revelation 
can, give, no laws for the managetnenf 
of Civil GovernmeiM:, Jpiuch lefs qaa ic 
UiftitDt^ 4l^y new policies peculiar to %Xr 

fclf. 
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felf, under ihlj ^tHt& of Spiritual Ot Ec- 
tUfiaftiCal J all which, however diViiid 
in tbeir Original, niult necettarily be 
adminiftery, if adminittbrM b^ Man, by 
the fanie unjuftifiable rtiethods as cithers, 
with this additional inconVehic&Ke^ diat 
they cou*d never be juftljr reftfted. God 
cannot, therefore^ I apprehfend, delegfitc 
Spiritual power to Man, widiout patron* 
ifing all th^t Violence, Cormption, and 
Iniquity, which muft refuk from it, and 
without which no power in the hands of 
-Men can be cxercifed over Men, For 
the imperfeftipn €yf Man is incompatible- 
with the purity of a Divine Government. 
The Government of all creatures mufl: 
corre^nd with their natures 5 and it 
feems to nrie as impoflible that SocDbties 
of N&n ihpuld fubmit under a Divine 
Government, as that Wolves and Ty- 
gers lhou*d live together under the regu- 
N 3 lations 
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m Policy: but moil 

c muft be that a.qivine 
ernment iihoiiM lufift 
jne Society, Toir tney 
cia(h : ani whenever' 
e leift"i(^#lc6f dfviri^* 
y Wvine,' nitjft ' ihfalft^ 
tt^ COTfdn^fe''^rhimjanpowerj ^d de-' 
ftroy all Qvil Government wKatsrver.''*" 

Li(ft^,-^flririilflf very foohBe c<9t^{)t<il, 
and ^01^ thk ict>htipti6n 'Bi^ prdduftl^fe ' 
<if 'thtf- itidft ''thfehievotis' 'efRAs ? ''ftr,* 
as tih* p^fKft'fl*fa» pdUr'd'titd' ** fm^ 
pare veff^'Ti«dfl;'pkii^e'^f Itii^iy^uflty {'■ 
fo mdft-flfe liibft pdfeff iKtfigJbnV (hat 
caft'te tfivfefl^Bibf XSod'iMit^ uHpeffeSt 

petf(S^bl>HT!and>pfOdUoe«rJany ^d*]|Hftt 
EA«il8 -^KSi* Wttti^-d -arfd ¥Aoral r fliat isi 
inueht idf -<h«t ' toabt, ' and-Vickednefr.i 
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oi^i&fN&'Wit its 

Vhichit was intended to orevcnt:. this 
jip.w|fdpm fan obviate, no i>ower piit a , 
flop to, ^ ^onjg^^ ^hat imperfedUon^re^^ 
4iiains i. but It nwfl: coaftantly comfito 
^Jltfs jFroqfv. a; jraiA r.of • up^voidablq qon^? ^ 
quences, whjph muft in;s^?rij^bty6Jlpw;, 

contiflj^s^t it is. . o f \ ;: : 

it.flp«ft ,|b?p4w^ixU at att> 

bQ9^i$9,fiSQipt^afffr,^r|)ihU| afi«^it$^ 

i^tMD^ tl^Hfoiapfpwothciww, ^ri)elicvB 
tli^^t^ j^«ift;«^m )t:bQj^{^jiAp^^ 

fSfPV^^ V Tfeit^titef ,i:an cf&a bjr » 
o^, ip^Qja/ tli»^ . by giKfldoig; pecj^&u* 
pOj^p^go^ jto^l wlio^ppofeii ifi^ fey foi^. 
istg ^9m it their national Religion, and 

N 4 pubUck 
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j84 The NATUR^Eana 
pubJici; w>ffliip, and by nndntaining aft 
Qrder of Mm to preach that Religi(Mii 
and muiifter that worfliip, tothepsc^^ 
«11 which atHoiuits to a Nationd Eftft- 
4>liihfnent. Novr^the momently R0- 
h^etti becomes national, -or eftal^fhed^ 
ks poritytnuft cettaioly be loft, becaufe 
it is than impoflible to keep it unccn** 
ncfted with mens intercfts ; and if con- 
nedbed, it omft inevitably be^pcrverfiedby 
tbisal. Whenever temporal advantaged 
ait .^moest'd/ 'tQ any mligiods preftffion, 
they will Ixt/uret to call in ail thofe wbo 
iiAve m> religJdH airatt ^ knuv^ wil^ em»- 
brace itforfih^fiikd^iftieififtv fodlsr will 
Mlow the69*4pr. tile 'fake of fai^Mon; and 
«^ri.Qnqe it,i$ in fuch liands,r Qmsm- 
ppiyfiinqe litftlf t if W oever preferve iti . pu- 
tf^* vThat^ fysei*/ Owla- erf Men, who 
are miMitain'd to fupport it$ interefts. 
Will ^facdficc them to their own j and 
* being 
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Ixil^ia the.ible poflfeSiott of'tift k$ pro* 

toiideme&iof Cblddhood, 'fbe^^kkile& <tf 
Age, andtheragnonanGC of ihdivuigarw 
worfcj^)0n^ I fay, thefe Men; nroftei 
with ^l tfheie powers, yet hciogiiutMeii, 
will not fail to codvert all tlie m^ftsy 
mfluence* they miift derive from them to 
the feHifli ends of iheir own avarkie or 
ambfticfti, ajid confecjuendy to the tottJ 
deflru&ion of it$ Original Purity : htkA 
it, they wdlli^^ claim to powei^ wkkhli 
naatr ddign'd^ them, and to pbfilsffioiyi 
t(r which they havt no rigte ^ ' to maki 
^ood thefe ililfefttteiig^ns, M& hiftories 
wiH be fbrg'd; and fkbul6iS tfadhfkmi 
imttit^l gfdundkfe terror^ wW bfe ftimg 
out td operate oh fupetftitioi^ and tAttS^ 
ty ; Creeds and Articles will Be contrived 
te coflfouni^ all Reafon, and Tefts im* 
pos'd to fift otit all who' h^vt lioilefty or 
6 courage 

, Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



edilfege 'HfifegA ^6 refirf^We^' finwarranT 

r^*«I'ilifttffatee and ^ag^ailtry, to cap-' 
I^JStinflfc *3?iisV that 'theii^poclcets mijr'* 
i^4MriK*%g}fity be ^kck'tf • 'they will 
c<Mivcrt Piety into Supcrftitibfi, Zdal into 
Rancour, and this Religion, optvitii-' 
fldftiffid^^^aff Its' D'm^^^ inta diabo^cal . 
iiffl^leMl^;'% degrees knaves ^^"^ 
join ^cfni^'fool^ believe t^^ and co^rQ 
ai^s lie a^raia of ictieili'^ 'and having g^i}r^^( 
cd^io! c<infid£ra^e a part of tlie World tp^, 
their mtetefts, they willerea^an mdepo^rrj 
dent domimon among 'thenaidve;i.49Agc^ 
ft)Uj5 to the liherties or Manjcinda,?tf)d 



T^fu 



-UL Ji^'.no 




H*hte miift ai-ife Hierarchies, rnquifu^- 
Ons, and Poperjr'V ior f^opery is but tKe 



con- 
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eonfuinmati5^.pf,...|b?^(; jp^fj^^.w^. 

Men is in perpetual piirfuit,j?fg-^ ^I^^Ofel 
pnhciplesj th?y:,.,^e all r?^^y ^fftn^'IftPfb 
whenever .they ^6.fQft«Joa^,^apjft|^ fffg, 
XDcet mt\ it'^ (uccds, .1,^, vr. .4 r-t^vno-^ 

ficMtf and fbf midabl^ ^RP^''^^§fl^Icf^"* 





heads^ 

which 

Unable either to acquire or retain it ; and 

introduftive bhfy of thetr conttant con-^' 

cotnitants, Is;norancc^ Self- conceit, iU- 

breeding, Gbftinacy, AnarchVt^nd Con- ^ 

fufion. From thefe oont^s all kinds 



\S'\^\>Ae 



of Evils muft derive tWir .exiftencc* . 
blood -fhcd arid defolatrpn^. per^cutipps,, , 
paaffacres and rnartyrdpms. , .r ; ,0 «> 

'All 
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All ttiefe Evils you fee in? but the ne- 
'teflaly Cbnfequences of the national 
1£ftkb!i(htoertt 6f ^ Religjofl which 
Xjod can comiViunicate to Man, in whpfe 
llaiids its' Divinity can never long pre- 
serve its purity or keep it unnjixed with 

''his impetfeftions, his folly and wicked- 
nefs. Ndy, fo far is the Divinity of a 
jRevelation from being able to pfeVent 
its corruption, that it will but increafe 
and haften itj for the greater fhare of 
Divinity it partakes, the greater ntnift ba 
its Excellence; the greater its Excellence, 
the more univerfal muft be its Approba- 
tion ; the more it is approved, the more 
It muft be encouraged y the more it is 
encouraged, the fooner it will be eftab- 
lifhed i and the Iboner it is eftabliflied, the 
fooner it muft be corrupted and made 

. fubfervient to the worft purpofes of the 
worftof Men: yet it is plain this' Eftab- 

lifh'ment 
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IHhmcnt U no more thw tiie confequence 
of its exGclknce, and Men's apjyobAtio^ i 
ho more duui the . alternatiw pf , its tot^d 
extm6kioiH and without which it cannot 
be preferved at idl; aivi therefore the 
corrtiption of every divine Revdation 
communicated to Man, is, by^ihe nature 
of Man> cle^ly unavoidable. 

{Trom what ha9 bepn here faid it ap-- 
pears pluinjy, th^ all the numerous 
£411 wbifb ^cttiae to, ^ aJtt the mif- 
chiQv>oys eflfefltSi, whioKfaUow all human 
Religions, whether natural or revealed, 
by no means owe their ^xiftence to any 
want of power, wifdom or goodnefsin 
God, but> like all others, to the imper- 
ledion of Man ; that is, to his folly an4 
wickednels, which muft inevitably cor-: 
rupt them. It is alfo» I think, no left 
evklcnt that all arguments levelled againft 

the 
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^tM^^idS§kJ^C<^equends; 'd^ tnifiy have 
abfti#aiyt«»tj^tedi'bDtby feitfy tfiewin^ 

tkin©Dfctte«fe'Gr«*attiirei tb'V^Bir^lf S k-^^ 

wi%ffl, IgWtfhefiW 'fk)v«feH^K'iteVk' '■ - 
3£EhusilK9ir,'itf^ mlftite-¥»cJe,^'t'ftav4'^ 

yj Cre^or> 
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have beftowed upon ourfclvcsj .which 

an4^tiv»rtfeirb/xHte ^Omiv^teiHfe ^hlld- 
ri<)iiiQWCfIiitonBtfaaiwohoiee3rfl|feat«yfeftHV- 
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«9o ttkytmrnk^Uha' 

^flnan*i4fl*feW*itiriVe ,-'^4}i<i' iWLot' by 
^|S»^ai5Wi«i4lcqueridi; -^ tiikny have 

tkineD^ihdlfe'Gittottoreji tb'VtomJ^itS re- ^ 
viafad §fiandbitt»ii' fo Mg*<isr'lhofe'c<ftiii 

wl^rri, •^<«aheg'df''jbvifei^KiteVk *" ' 

..bhi-jv i2^^i5'i^"0 4'-' ^'?^'<^^''<^ ^^'^'^ 

aro(io(|^4^«£4$%g»e(>Jfioc.iiKiiiaiid(a?il«^:! 
yji ' Creator > 
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joy, M-^}~!^^m9^ jpfwiw ,i8WP<y ,in#c« 

have beftowed upon ourfelvcs}. which 
acC(;^r^oi»,i^n/^^OQ E^Us,lJ?-aU3J4l»t 

ri(^#l9f«fltfalitertiakr.oboi(ie3J?lba»^i«ittf-- 
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by thesmperfeiStionof all cmiced Beings^ 
ihc ontraftablcnefs of Matter, and fomc 
iDcocnprehenfible conneflion between 
Good and Evil, ttaj^inefe and Mifery, 
to adn>k both, or to give exiftence to 
wither. I have likewife (hewn that 
Moral Evil may have its neceffity and 
utility too as well as Natural ; at leaft, 
riwit if Natural Evils are neceff^. Mo- 
pal ones are expedient, to prevent that 
oeceffary ^fife^y from falling to the 
ihtfeofperfc<5b Innocence, atid to convert 
unavoidable fuSerings intojuft punifh* 
floents; that tho* the e&nee of all Moral 
Evil confifh in the produdion of Natural 
yet it may have fome collateral tendency 
HP Good \ and that the Wicked, whilft 
they -ar^ juftly puniflied for the tnifcries 
which they occafion, may probably, by^ 
that very guilt and punifhment^ fome 
way remotely contribute to univerfal hap- 

pinefs. 
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pinfefe; I have Ihewn th^ if Natural and 
yionl Evils could not be prevented^ 
the exiftence of Political and Relij^ous 
Evils muft on courfe be unavpidajblc^ 
they being but the certain confequences 
of the other : that all hum^n Govern- 
ment muft be in the highefl; degree 
itTiperfeft, and big with all manner of 
Evils, bang the dominion oi ignorant 
and wicked creatures over each other i 
that, as fucji creatures can be governed 
only by feat of puniftiment or hopes of 
reward, all Government amongft them 
muft be founded on Violence and Cor- 
ruption, and ever fupported and admini- 
ftered by the fame vitious and unjufti- 
fiable methods : that no power whatever 
can. give a perfeft Religion to fo iraper- 
fed a creature as Man, either by^Jature 
or Revelation ; not by nature, becaufe, 
Nvhilft that is human natufc, he can he- 
O ver 
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yer difcpvpr by 8cafoi> the Truths 0i| 
y hich a JPlerfeft fyftem of Theplqgjr pr 
Ethicks can be ercdfced -, not by RcrcUr 
tion, becaufe he wants faculties to cojpr 
pfchend fuch fupcrnatural difcoveries, 
altho* tl^ey fhould be inyartcd to hfta ; 
that, was he capabje of oi>ce receiving 9 
perfedt Religion, it is not pdTible he 
could long retain it j bqcaufe, if ic coukj 
b? kept intirely feparate from his worldly 
interefts, it would foon be n^eftsd md 
perifti in oblivion ^ and, if it was not, 
fuch a connexion would quickly corrupt 
Its purity and deftroy its eflence, fo that 
national cftahlilhments would be necef- 
fary for its fupport, and yet infallibly 
produdlive of its deftruftioji. That all 
thefe Evils proceed not from wrong 
difpofitions or accidental caufes, but 
fingly and folely from the imperfeftion 
of Man; and yet, that in the gradation 

from 
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from infinite pcrfedtion to abfolute no-* 
thing, there muft be one rank occupied 
by fuch a Creature as Man with all his 
imperfeftions about him 5 that thefe im- 
perfeftions muft be annexed to his 
fituation, and adhere to every thing that 
relates to him, to his happinefs, to his 
morals, to his government, and to his 
religion : that, in like manner, all other 
created Beings muft have Evils and 
Impcrfeftions peculiar to their ftations 
and proportioned to theii" inferiority; 
notwithftanding all which, there is as 
much Good, and as little Evil, in the 
univerfal fyftem as the nature of Creation, 
will admit of; and that therefore it is a 
Work equal to what we might expedt 
from the Operations of infinite Benevo- 
lence joined with infinite Power. 

FINIS. 
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(O 
L E T T E R 1 

Feh. %6^ih^ 1706-7. . 

IA C C E P T kindly the offer of youif 
correfpondence, and chiefly, as it comes^ 
from you with heartinefs, and (the beft of 
charafters) Simplicity. When this dif^ 
polition of heart attends our fearches into 
learning and philofophy ; we need not fear 
being vainly puff'd up^ or falling into that 
falfe way of wifdom, which the fcripture 
calls vain philofophy. When the improve- 
ment of our minds, and the advancement of 
our reafon, is all we aim at ; and this only 
to fit us for a perfeAer, more rational^ and 
worthier fervice of God 5 we can have no 
fcruples, whether or no the work be an ac- 
ceptable one to him. But where neither our 
chity to mankind) nor obedience to our 
Creator, is any way the end or obje(ft of 
our ftudies or cxercifes j be they ever fo curi-, 
ous or ex(piifitc,.they may be juftly filled 
A vain ; 
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vain ; and often the vainer,, for carrying 
with them the falfe fhew of excdlcnje and 

fuperiorky. * 

On this accouQty tho' there be no part of 
learning more advantageous even towards 
divinity, thaa logicks, metaphyficlcs, and 
what wc call univirfity'learning j yet nothing 
proves more dangerous to young minds un- 
forewarn'd, or, what is worfe, prepoflcfs'd, 
with the excellency of fuch learning 5 as if 
all wifdom lay in the folution of thofe riddle*, 
of the fchopl-men, who, in the laft ages of 
the church, found out an efFecftual way to 
deftroy religion by philofophy, and render" 
reafon and philofophy ridiculous, under that 
garb they had put on it. If jraur circum- ^ 
ftances or condition fufFer you to emer into . 
the world by a univerfity ; wdl is it fbr you, 
that you have pifevented fuch prq)offeflfon. 

However, I am not fbrry, thati lent you- 
Mr. LockV tffay of humani trnderft/anding ; 
which may as well qualify for bufmefe and 
the worid, as ^r >he fciencw and a univcr- 
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fiqr. Itioi one has done more towartis tM 
recatling of philofopliy from barbaritjr, kito^ 
tik and praftice of the world, and into the 
OMnpany of the better and pester fort $ who 
riUg^t weli be a£ham6d of h in hs other 
drefs. No one has opened a better or clearer 
Vfzy to rui/amng; And above all^ I wonder 
tb hear him cenfur^ fo much by any church 
of EKOLAND-meA, for advancing reafon, 
and hrin'^ng the tiTe of it fo much into re*^ 
Ugionj when it is by this only that W9 fight 
^inft ^e tnthufiajls^ sTnd repel the great 
enemies of our church. 'Tis by diis wea- 
pon ^ne tJiat we combat thofe vifi&nariis^ 
who in the laft age broke in fo foully i^n 
trs, and are now (pretendedly at leaft) ^eem^^ 
ed fo terrible and ddngerouu 

- fiut tho' I Sim one of fhofc, who in 
thefe truly happy times efteem our church 
as wholly 9ut of danger ; yet ihould we 
hearken to thofe men^ who difclaim this ufe 
of reaibn in religion, we muft lay ourfelves 
open afrefh to all ph^naticks. For what elfe 
M Phanaticism ? Where does the ftrofe 
V A 2 of' 
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of their caufe lie ? Are not their uniintclii*^: 
gible motions of the fpirit ; their unexprcf- 
fiUe pretended feelings, apprehenfipns, and 
li^ts within ; their infpirations in prophecy^ 
extempore prayer, preaching, i^c. are not 
thefe, I fay, the foundations, on which they 
Ijuild their caufe ? Are not our cold dead 
Tfa/QningSy (as they call them,) a reproach and 
l|umbling-block to thent; if you will be- 
lieve their leaders, who are inftantly cut off 
ffom all their j^etences to ^s and fpirits,. 
and fupernatural graces ; if they are once 
brought to the teft of cool reafon and deli- 
berate examination ? And can we .thus give 
up. our caufe, by giving i^ reafoa ? Shall^ 
wc giv^them up our Tillotsons, our Bar* 
ROWS, our Chilxinoworths, our Ham- 
monds ? For what lefs is it to give up this 
way oF reafon fo much deayed by tHofe con* 
demners of Mr. Locke ? But fuch is the^ 
fpifit of fome men in conttoverfiaL matters*. 
A. certain noted clei^y-man of learning and 
^lulity,. and great reputed zeaj, a great enemy 
of matter Locke,, has (as I am lately told) 
Uirn'd. rigid Ce7/m^, as to all the points o£ 
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^redeftiwMony Fnee-graee^ icc. aAd «fl* ^ly 
this dergjr-man, but feveral more an the 
miiverfity: of that high party ^ who ran as 
■high in oppofition to Calvinism but one 
Teign'or two fince. The reafon of t3ii$ is 
but too obvioui. Our biQiops ^d dignifyid 
church-men, (the moft worthily and jufify 
,dignify'd^. of any in any age,) are, as they 
ever were, inclinable to moderation in the 
high calvinifttck jpoifitSr But they are alfo in- 
clinable to moderation in other points. 

Hinc illae lachrymae. 

They are for toleration, inviolahle Ulern^ 
turn ; (as our Queen nobly and Chriftimify 
faid it, in her fpcech a year or two fince :) 
and this is itfelf intolerable with our high gen- 
tlemen, who dcfpife the gentlenefs of their 
lord and matter, and the fweet mild govern- 
ment of our Queen, preferring rather that 
abominable blafphemous reprefentative of 
church power, attended with the worft of 
itemporal governments, as we fee it in per- 
feftion of each kind in France. From thi% 
A 3 and 
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find fivm its nhtttbn of etrciy kind and in 
nrciy way, I pray Qoa deliver us, ^prfiilftTWB 
are daly thankful for what in his providence 
he has already done towards it, and^ to tUe 
happincfs mid glory of our excellent Queen 
?^nd country. Sofarewel. J am your good 
fjriend to ferve you^ . ^ 

i:. E T T E R IT, 

Mayiothy 1707, 
CINCE your difpofition inclines you fo 
ftrongly towards uniyerfity>learning ; and 
your found exercife of your reafon, and the 
integrity of your heart, give good afTurancie 
againft the narrow principles, and contagious 
manner of thofe corrupted places, whatcc at! 
noble and free principles ought rather to bt 
propagated i I fliall not be wanting to you of| 
my part ; when I Ihall fee the fruit of your 
:ftudies, life, and converfation, anfwerable to 
thofe good feeds of principles you fccm to 
carry in you. 

I 
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1 am gkdto find your love of reafon and 
y>w thought* Your piety and virtue, I kaoW> 
you wBl ^ways keep ; efpecially fince your 
^fires anfd hatiu^l indinations are towards fo 
feriotfs a ftation in life^ which others under- 
take too flightly, and without examining 
their Jiearts. 

Pray Goo direft you, and confirm your 
/good beginnings, and in the praftice of vir- 
tue and religion ; . affuring yourfelf, that the 
higheft principle, which is the love of God, 
is beft stained not by dark fpeculations and 
monkijh philofophyy but by moral pra£Uc0, 
.and lovfe of mankind, and a ftudy of their in- 
terefts : the chief of whith, and that which 
only raifes them above the degree of brutes, 
is freedom of reafon in the learned world, and 
good government and liberty in the civil world. 
Tyranny in one is ever accompanied, or foon 
followed, by tyranny in the other. And 
when flavery is brought upon a people, they 
are foon reduced to that bafe and brutal ftate, 
both in their underftandings and morals. 

A 4 True 
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• True zeal therefore for Gop, or religion, 
muft be fupported by real love for mankind ; 
and love of niankind cannot confift but with a 
right knowledge of man's great interefts, and 
of the only way and means, (that of liberty 
and freedom,) which God and nature has 
made neceflary and eflential to his manly dig- 
nity and charafter. They therefore, who 
betray thefe principles, and the rights of man- 
kind, betray religion, even fo as to make it 
an inftrument againft itfelf. 

But I muft have done, and am yom* good 
friend to ferve you, 

LETTER IIL 

November igthy 1707. 
^ R U L Y, if your heart correfpond 
intiitely with your pen 5 and if you 
thoroughly feel thofe good principles you have 
exprefs'd ; I cannot but have a great increafe 
of kindnefs and efteem for you. 

Imagine 
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Imagine not, that I (ufpe£l you of fo mean 
a thing, as hypocrify; or affefted virtue : I am 
fully fatisfied you mean and intend what you 
write. But alas ! the misfortune of youths 
an4 not of youth merely, but of humane na- 
ture, is fuch, that it is a thoufand times waiter 
to frame the higheft ideas ,of virtue and good* 
nefs, than to pradife the leaft part. And 
perhaps tfiis is one of the chief reafons, why 
virtue is fo ill praftifed ; becaufe the imprct 
iions, which feem fo flxong at firft, are too 
far rely'd on. We are apt to think, that 
what appears fo fair, ^nd ftrikes us fo forcibly, 
at the firft view, ^ill'Turely hold with va. 
We launch forth into /peculation j and after a 
time, when we look back,, and fee how flowly 
practice comes up to it ; we are the fooner led 
to defpondency, the higher we had carried 
• bur views before. 

Remember, therefore, to refirain yourfelf 
within due bounds ; and to adapt your contem- 
plation to what you are capable of praSifing. 
^. For there is a fort of fpirjtual ambition : and 

in 
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in reading fhofe truly divine authors, whom 
you have fometimes cited tome, I have ob- 
ferv'd many to have ihifcarried by too fcrveitt 
tnd eager a purfuit rf fuch perfeftiom 

Glad I am, however, that yoa are ^not 
one <3f thofe dull ibufe, Aat are uncap^hleof 
may fpii^ual refinement. I rejoice to fee yon 
rai& yourfelf above the rank of fordid and 
fen&ial fpirits, who, tho' fet apart and deftin'd 
ilx>finrituals^ underftand not, that there js any 
thing preparatory to it, beyond a little fchdlar- 
feip and knowledge of forms. I rejoice t^ fee, 
that you think of other preparations, and 
ianother difcipline of the heart and mind, than 
what is thou^t of amongft that indolent and 
ii^ine race of men. 

You are fenfihie, I perceive, that there is 
smother fort of ftudy^ a profounder medita- 
:tion, which becomes thofe, who are to fet 
an example to mankind, and fit themfelves to 
^expound and teach thofe fhort apd fummafy 
precepts, and divine laws, delivered to us in 
4 pditivc 
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m c«9imancls by our facre'd Le6is- 



J.ATOlt. 

*Tis our bufinels, and of all, as many a^ 
are raUed in knowledge above the poor iliite- 
rate and laborious vulgar, to explain, as fet 
as poffible, Ae reafons of thofe laws ; their 
confertt with the law of nature ; their fuit- 
ablenefi to fociety, and to the peace, happi- 
n^^ and enjoyment of ourfelves. 'Tis there 
alone tiiat we have need of recourfe to fire 
and hfimftone^ and what other punifhments 
the divine goodnefs (for our good) has cori- 
defcended to threaten us with \ where the 
force of theie argiunents cannot prevail. 

Our bufinefs within ourfelves, is to fet our- 
felves fretj according to that perfeSf law of 
libertyy which we are bid to look into. - And I 
am delighted to read thefe words from you, 
viz. that we are made to contemplate and 
love God intirely and with a free and volun- 
tary love. But this, you well fee, isamyftcry 
too deep for thofe fouls, whom you converfc 
with, and fee around you. They have fcarce 

heard 
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lieard of what it is to combat with Acir ap^ 
petites and fenfes. They think tbemfelvcs 
fufficiently juftified, as men ; and fufficiently 
qualified, as holy pien^ 2ind teachers a/* Reli- 
gion ; if they can compafs matters, by help 
of circumftances and outward fortune, fo as 
happily to reftrain thefe hifts and appetites of 
theirs within the bounds of ordinary humaa 
laws. Hence tho/e aUurements of external oh^ 
je^s (as you well remark) they are fo for 
from declining, that they rather raife and ad- 
vance them by all poffible means, without 
fear of adding fuel fo their inflam'd defires, in 
a heart, which can never burn towards GoD^ 
till thofe other fires are extinft. 

God grant, that fince you know this bet- 
ter way, this chafte and holy difcipline, you 
may ftill purfue it, with that juft and pious 
jealoufy over your own heart, that neither 
your eyes, nor any of your fenfes, may be 
led away to ferve themfelves, or any thing, 
but that Creator, who made them for his 
fervice, and in whom alone is happinefs and 
reft. 
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I wlih you well, and fball be ^ad ta 
bear ftill of you* 



J. E T T E K IV. 

Jpril2dy 1708. 
T HAVE received yours every week, and 
am higlily fatisfied wkh your thoughts ^ 
not doubting but they are truly your own 
and natural, as well as your manner of ex* 
prefling them : for in thls^ I would have you 
keep an intire freedom, and deliver your 
fentiments ftill nakedly,, and without art or 
ornament. For it is the heart I look for : and 
tho' the ornaments of ftile are what you are 
oblig'd to ftudy and pradlife on other occa^ 
fions J the lefs you regai;d 'em, and the greater 
Jimplicity you difcover in writing privately to 
myfelf, the greater my fatisfa£Uon is, and the 
more becoming the part you have to aft. 

I was particularly pleas'd with your thoughts 
and reafonings on Ch&istian Liberty, 

an^ 
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and the zeal you fhew for that noble principky 
hy which we ceafe to be.flaves and dnulges^in 
religion; and, by being sdcd^lcikd to our- 
duty, and to the excellence of thofe precepts 
and injunftiohs, which tend abfolutely to our 
good and happinefs in every refpeft, we be- 
come liberal fervants xtndehildren of God. 

A. mind dius releafed and fet at liberty, if it 
©nee fees its ifeal good, will hardly be deprived 
df it, or diflieartn'd in the purfuit, whatever 
difcouragem^nt furrounds it. 'Tis the in- 
ward enemy alone can ftop it. For when a 
mind, fet free from volufOary efror^ and felf* 
darkining conceit^ afpipes to what is generous 
and<}eferving; nothing, but what is vile and! 
flavifh from within, can deaddn it :- nodling, 
but a bafe love of inward flavery, and an ad-» 
herence to our vices and corruptions, is abto 
to efFeft this. 

In fome, who are horridly degenerate, thi^ 
fubmfflion is wholly voluntary. Self-intereft 
leads them ; whether it be a private one of 
flieir own; or in fociety and confederacy with 

fome 
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{iksmfaflim OX parfy^ to the fiipport>of /^int^* 
ral tnds* In this cafe it carries a fpecioua 
flicw oipuhUckgood\ whether it be in Church 
or State* And thu& it is often the occaiion 
of an*, open denyai of reafon, and of a bare- 
faced: oppofition to the glotiom fiarcb of 
Tr'UTH. 

< In odiers 'tis mere (loth and lar^neis, or 
fordid appetite and luft, which bringing Aem 
under the power of fin and ignorance, fits- 
them for politicalfervitude by moral proftiuowit, 
For when the tyranny of luft and paffion czw 
be indulgently permitted, juid eve^ efteem^d a 
huppinefs ; no wonder if liberty of thought be 
in little eftewn. Every thkig civil or ipiritual: 
of this kind muft needs be difregarded, orr 
radier looked upon with jealoufy and appre- 
henfion. ' . . 

For one tyranny fupports another : one fla- 
very helps and minifters to another. Vice 
minifters to fuperftition j and a gainful mini- 
ftrefs (he is : fuperftition, on the other hand, 
returns the kindneis, and will not be ungrate- 
ful. 
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fvA\ Su{)erftition fupports perfecutioft,* aid ' 
perfecution fupcrftition. 

Vice and Intemperance is but an inward 
pcrfeciition. 'Tis^^ here, -the violence bcgins- 
H&cc truth is fiA heldin unrighteoufnefs^ and 
the yForovj^ reafon^ the knowable^ the intdligibUj 
the divine part is perfecuted and imprifon'd. 
Thofe, who fubmit' to this tyranny, in time, 
not only come to like it, but plead for it, and 
think the law of virtue tyrannical and againft 
nature. 

So in the abfolute governments of the 
world : nations, that fuhmit to arbitrary rule, 
love even their forn^ of government ; if one 
may caU that a form^ which is without any, 
anjdj like vice itfelf, khows neither law nor 
order, 

. In, this ftate the mind helps forward the lU 
work. For when reafon, as an antagonift to 
vice, is become an inward enemy, and has 
once loft her intereft with the foul,, by oppof- 
ing ^^^xy favQurite pajfton '^ fhe will then be 

foon 
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JToon ex{)elrd another province^ and He undet 
fufpicion for wery attempt (he makes upon 
the mind. She is prefently mifcall'd and ab- 
us'd. She is thought notional in the under- 
ftandingj whimjical in conipany, feditious in 
the ftatc, heretical in the church. Even ill 
philofophy, her own proper dominions^ (he 
is look'd upon as none of the beft compani- 
ons : and here alfo authority is refpedted as 
the moft convenient guide* 

This We firtd to be the temper of r/r-^ 
tain places j where wit and fenfe, however^ 
arc not wanting, nor learning of a certain 
find. So that what is at the bottom of all 
this, is eafily feen by thofe^ who fee tliofe 
places, and can but make ufe of their eyc$i 
to obferve manners and moralsi 

'Tis pretty vifible indeed, that tlic original 
of all is in thole fordid vices of floth, laxy- 
nefs, and intemperance. This makes way for 
ambition : for how ihould thefe be fo iliuftri- 
oufly maintained and vindicated, wkhout 
•large temporal power, aikl the umbrage of 
B authority ? 
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authority ? hencp it is^ that thofe mother vices 
are fo indulgently treated in thofe placres ; and 
that temperance and virtue are look'd upon 
with an evil eye, as phanaticallf inclined. For 
ivho, that is morally free^ and has aflerted his 
inward liberty^ can fee truth thus held-^ reafon 
and ingenuity fupprefs'dj without fome fecret 
abhorrence and deteftation ? 

But this you are happily apprized of; nor 
can you mifcarry, or be tiu-n'd afide by im- 
poftiire, or afluming formality and pride of 
any kind. You know your liberty : ufe it, 
and be free. But ufe it as becomes you ; with 
all due meeknefs and fubniiflion, as to put- 
ward carriage. 'Tis the inward man, that is 
to be relieved and refcu'd from his chains. 
Others need not your admonition : nor is this 
your duty ; but far contrary. Preferve your- 
felf from the contagron, and 'tis enough : a 
great tafk it is j and will appear fo to you ; 
if you are hearty in it, and concerned for the 
thing itf elf ^ not the appearance. For the incli- 
nation towards rebuke, and reftifyjng of o- 
thers, which feels like zeal in us, is often the* 

dc- 
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deceit o( pride and felf-conceit, which finds 
this way to fcreen itfelf, and manage undifco^ 
vered. 

Keep your virtue and honefty to yourfelf t 
for if it be truly fuch, it will be in no pain 
for being kept fecreti And thus you may 
be fafe, and in due time, perhaps, ufeful alfo 
to others. Learn to difcourfe and reafon with 
yourfelf, or, as yoU honeftly do^ in letters to 
me* Trouble not tthcts j nor be proivok'd 
to fhew your fentiments, arid betray noble and 
generous truths to fuch^ as can neither bear 
them, nor thofe^ whom they fufpeft to be ill 
pofleiEon of them. 

Mind that, which is the chief of all, //- 
iif^y : and fubdue early your own temper and 
appetites. ^Twill then be time for higher fpe- 
culations, when thofe wandring imaginations, 
vain conceits, and wanton thoughts of youth, 
are mortify'd and fubdu'd. Religion then will 
have no enemy oppofed to her; arid, in fpite 
of fuperftition, and all fpiritual tyrarmies of 
the world, will foon be found a joyful tafk, 
B a the 
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the pleafaftfeft of all lives, quite other, thalt 
«8 commonly reprqfented. 

Look chiefly to this prsuElice : for this is al- 
ways permitted you. This you <^n be im- 
ploy'd in every hour ; eVen when books and 
privacy are deny'd you^ and bufinefs and ^*» 
tendance required* The more you are a fer* 
vant in this fenfe^ the more you will partake 
pf that chief liberty, which h learnt by obe-^ 
dience and fuhmiflion. And thus even they, 
who perhaps, by their haughtinefs and harfh* 
nefs, WDiJd render you a flave, and awe you 
into fervile thoughts, will moft of all contri- 
bute to your manumijjion j if by their fad ex- 
ample, they teach you (in meeknefs ftill and 
humility) to deteft the more their narrow, 
perfecuting, and bitter fpirit, fupported by 
their vices j and fhew you evidently that great 
truth, thzt tyranny can never be exerciid^ but bj( 
oney who is already a Jlave. 

Be aiTured therefore, that where the heart 

difdains this original corruption^ the mind will 

be its friend ; and by delivering it from all 

4 fpiritual 
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fpiritual bondage, will qualify it for a further 
progrds ; rewarding virtue by itfdf. For of 
Virtue there coh be no Reward, but of thi 
fmte iind with itfelf : nothing can be fuper- 
added to it. And even heaven itfelf can be no 
other, than the addition of grace to grace, 
virtue to virtue, and knowledge to know- 
ledge ; by which we may ftill more and more 
comprehend the chief Viktve^ and higheft 
exceHence, the giver and diffenfer of All i 
to whom I commit you j and pray your ftudiea 
may be eiFedual, So farewel. 

LETTER V. 

January iStky 170R-9. 
T W A S that morning thinking with my- 
• felf what was become of you ; and aU 
moft refolv'd to have you inquired of at your 
father's j when I received your very furprizing 
letter, which brought fo good an account of 
yourfelf, and a proof how well you had fpent 
your time, during this your long fJence. 

B 3 'Twas 
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*Twas providential, furcly, that I ftiould 
happen once to fpeak to you of the Greek lan- 
guage } when you afked concerning the foun-^ 
dattons of leamingy and the fource and foun- 
tain of thofe lights we have, whether in mara" 
Kty or divinity. It was not poffible for me to 
anfwer you deceitfully or flightly . I could not 
but point out to you where the fpring-head 
lay. But as well as I can remember, I bad 
you not be difcouraged : for by other chan- 
nels, derived from thofe fountains, you would- 
be fufficiently fupply'd with the knowledge 
neceflary for the folemn charafter, that lay 
before you, 

• You hearkened to me, it feems, with great 
attention and belief i and did refolve to take 
no middle way. But little could I have 
thought, that you dar'd to have made youjr 
attempt on the other fide, inftead of draw- 
ing in your forces, and colle6ting your 
ftrength and the remainder of your precious 
time, for what lay on this hither fide. But 
fmce God would have it fo ; fo be it : and 

I 
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1 pray God profper you in your daring at- 
tempt, and blefs you with true modefty and 
fimplicity in all the other endeavours and 
praftices of your life, as you have had cou- 
rage and mighty boldnefs in this one. 

And fo, indeed, it may naturally happen, 
by the fame good providence ; fince at the 
inftant that you began this enterprize, you 
have fallen into fuch excellent reading. And 
if, as you fh^w by your letter, Simplicius's 
Comment be your delight ; even that alone is 
a fufficlent earneft of yoxix fouls improvement, 
as well as of your mind's j if fuch a diftindlion 
may well be made : for alas ! all that we call 
improvement of our minds, in dry and empty 
fpeculation ; all learning or whatever elfe, 
cither in theology or other fcience, which has 
not a direft tendency to render us honefter^ 
milder, jufter^ and better^ is far from being juftly 
fo called. And even all that philofophy, which 
is built on the* comparifon and compounding 
of ideas^ complex, implex, reflex, and ^1 that 
din and noife of metaphyficks ; all that pre- 
tended ftudy and fcience of nature call'd natu- 
B 4 ral 
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ral philofophy, Ariftoteltan^ Cartefiany or' 
whatever elfe it be ; all thofe high contempla^ 
tions of ftars and fpheres and planets \ and 
jjl the other inquifitive curious parts of learn^ 
ing, are fo far from being neceflary improve^ 
ments of the mind, that without the utmoft 
eve they ferve only to blow it up in cx)nceit 
and folly, syid render men more ftifF in their 
ignorance and vic^s. 

And this brings into my thoughts a fmaU 
piece of true learning, which I think is ge- 
nerally bound up with Simplicius and 
Epictetus. ^Tis the table (or pifture,) of 
Cebes the Socratidy and elder difciple of 
Plato. This golden piece I wou'd have 
you ftudy, and have by heart \ the Greek too 
being pure and excellent. And by this pifturq 
you will better underftand my hint, and know 
the true learning from that, which falfly pafies 
under the name of wifdbm and fcience. 

As for the divine Plato, I would not wifli 
you, as yet, to go beyond a dialogue or two ^ 
^nd let thofe be ih^firft and fecond Alcib i a- 

DPS, 
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DES. For now I will dir€<Sl and affift you 4U;: 
I can J that you may gradually proceed, and 
not meet with ftumbling-blocks in your ways 
orwiiat, inftead of forwarding, may retard 
you. 

Readthefe pieces again and again. Sufpend 
for a while the reading of Epictetus : and 
read of Marcus Antoninus only what you 
perfeftly underftand. Look into no commenta- 
tor j tho' he has two very learned ones, Ga ta- 
ker, and Casaubon : and by no means ftudy, 
or fo much as think on any of the paiTages, that 
create any difficulty or hefitation : but, as I 
tell you, keep to the plain and eafy paffages, 
which you may mark or write out, and'fo ufe 
on occafion, as you walk or go about. For 
I reckon you are a good improver of your 
time, and that you manage every moment to 
advantage j elfe you could never have thus 
fuddenly advanced fo far as you have done. 

But, in this cafe, you muft take care of 
your health, by moving and ufing exercife j 
which makes me fpeak of walkingi For the 

mind 
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mind muft fufFcr, in fome fenfe, when the 
body does. Andftudcnts, who are over eager, 
and negleft this duty, hurt both their health 
and temper* The latter of which has a fad- 
influence on their minds ; and makes them 
like ill veflels, four whatever is put into them, 
tho' of ever fo good a kind. For never do 
we nR>re need a juft cht^ifulnefsy goad hutmurj 
or alacrity of mind, than when we are con- 
templating God and Virtue. So that it 
may be affign'd as one caufe of the aufterity 
and harlhnefs of fome men's divinity^ that in 
their habit of mind, and by that very morof^ 
and four temper, which they contraft with 
their hard ftudies, they make the idea of God 
fo much after the pattern of their own bitter 
fpirit. 

But, as I was faying concerning your pro^ 
grefs ; 'tis better for you to read in a fmall 
compafs what is good and excellent^ and of 
cafy conception, (without flop or difficulty, 
as to the fpeculation) than to read much in 
many. 

And 
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An* having thus confinM you, as to thr^e. 
of your authors mentioned, and fet your 
bounds ; I proceed to the fourthy which is 
Luc IAN ; with whom, for a very different 
reafon, I would have you alfo read but here 
and there. For tho' he is one of the politeft 
of writers of the latter age ; he only has fet 
himfelf out like the/^j; in the fable, vnth the 
fpoils of thofe excellent and divine works by 
way of dialogue ; (which was the way, that 
anciently all the philofophers wrote in ;) moft 
of which works are now loft and periflied : 
and I fear the true reafon why Lucian was 
preferved, inftead of any of the other, was 
becaufe of the envy of the Chriftian church,^ 
which foon began to be fo corrupt ; and find- 
ing this author to be fo truly profane, and a 
fcofFer of his own and all religions, they were 
contented to bear his immorality and diffblute 
ftile and manners, only for the fatisfaftion of 
feeing the Heathen religion ridiculed by a 
heathen, and the good and pious writers 
(unjuftly ftyl'd profane) moft monftroufly a- 
bus'd by a wretch, who was truly the moft 

profane 
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profane and impious ; and who, at the fame 
time, even in the pieces that are left «f him 
in the fame book, treats both Moses and our 
Saviour, and the whole Chrifiian religion as 
contemptibly, as he does his own. Therefore, 
as his dialogues of his courtezans are horridly 
vicious and licentious, and againfl: all good 
manners ; and as his dialogues of the gods 
are mere buffoonry, and his abufc of Plato, 
Socrates, and the reft of thofe divine Hea- 
thens as unjuft and wicked, as really they are 
mean and ridiculous 5 I would not by anjr 
means have you to learn Greek at fuch a coft. 
There are fome dialogues bound up, which 
are not of Lucian's : and thefe are the beft. 
One concerning the Cymcks (whom he elfe- 
where fo abufes) is of that number, as I take 
it : and fome pleafant treatifes there are be- 
fides, all in pure Greek. 

But here is the great and eflential matter 
of the laft confequence to our fouls and minds, 
to keep them from the contagion of pkafunB^ 
And to fliew you, that I am not by this an 
imitator of the fevere afcetick monafiick rac» 

of 
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bf divifUSy or an admirer of any thing, that 
looks lik6 reftreimt m knowledge, or learnings 
or fpeculation ; confider of this that I ant 
going to fay to you 5 and carry your refle<^ion 
fts far back, as to that firft little glimmering 
of ingenuity, which fliew'd itfelf in you irt 
your childhood ; I mean die art of painting. 
Had you been to have made one of tho(e ar« 
tifts of the noUer kind, who paint hiftory, 
smd actions, and nature ; and had you been 
fent by me into Italy, or dfewhere, to learn 
the ftUe and manner of the great matters ; 
what advice, think you, fhould I have given 
you i I fay, what advke ? not as a Chriftiariy 
or pbih/opheTy or man of virtue ; but merely 
as a lover of the art ; fiippofing I had ever 
been of a very vicious life j and had had no 
other end in fending you abroad, than to 
liave procur'd piflures, and have got you a^ 
mafterly hand in that kind, and to have em- 
ployed it afterwards for my own ufe, and for 
the ornament erf" my houfe : moft certainly my 
advice muft have been this : (and thus any 
other matter or patron of common finfe would 
have accotted you :) 

«' You 
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, •' You are now going to learn what is e^ 
" cdlent and beautiful in the way of paint-* 
** ing. You will go where there are many 
*' piftures of many different hands, and 
*' quite contrary in their marmer and ftile. 
'' You will find many judges of different o- 
•' pinions : and the worft maftersj the worft 
*' pieces, the worft ftiles and manners, will 
'* have their admirers. How is it you fhould 
*« form your relijh ? By what means fhall 
*^ you come to have a right admiration your- 
*' fdf, and praife and imitate only what is 
*' truly exquifite and good in the kind ? If 
** you follow your fudden fancy and bent ; if 
*^ you fix your eye on that, which moft ftrikes 
*' and pleafes you at the firft fight j you wiU 
*' moft certainly never come to have a good 
** eye at all. You will be led afide, and have 
** a florid, gay, fooliCh fancy ; and any lewd 
'^ tawdry piece of dawbing will make a 
" ftronger impreflion on you, than the moft 
** majeftick chafte piece of the fobereft 
" maftcrj and a Flemish, or a French 

'' manner 
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<« manner will more prevail with you, thin a 
«« true Italian. 

" How fhall we do then in this cafe ?— 
*« Why even thus : (for what way is there 
*' eMe ?) make it a folemn rule to yourfelf, 
** to check your own eye and fancy, which 
** naturally leads to gaiety j and turn it 
" ftrongly on that, which it cares not at firft 
*' to dwell upon.. Be fure that you pafs by 
** on every occalion, whatever little idle 
*' piece of a negligent loofe kind may be apt 
*^ to detain your eye ; and fix yourfelf upon 
*' the nobler, more mafteriy, and ftudied 
*^ pieces of fuch, as were known Vir- 
*' Tuosos, and admired by all fuch. If you 
*' find no grace or charm at the firft looking ; 
*' look on 5 continue to obferve all, that 
<* you poffibly can : and when you have got 
*' one gUmpfe ; improve it j copy it ; culti- 
** vate the idea j and labour, till you have 
«< work'd yourfelf into a right Taste, and 
^< form'd a relifh and underftanding of what 
*' is truly beautiful in the kind/* 

This 
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This is what any ordinary iiiafUr or patltort 
of common good fenfe would have faid to 
you, upon your enterprise on painting : and 
this is what I now fay to you, on your great 
enterprtze on Knowledge ^«^ Learning. 
This is the reafon I cry out to you^g^inft 
fleafure ; to beware of thofe paths, whidi 
kad to a wrong knowledge, a wrong judg- 
ment of what is /upremely Beautiful and . 
Good. 

Your endeavour and hope i$ to know Gol> 
Wid goodnefsj in which alone there is true 
enjoyment and good* The way to this is not 
to put out your eyes, or hood* wink yourfelf, 
or lie in the dark, expefting to fee vifions* 
Ko, you need not apologize for yourfelf, (as 
you do,) for defusing to read Ohigen, the 
good father^ and beft of all thofe they call fo. 
You fhall not only, by my confent, read 
Origen, but even Celsus himfelf, who was 
a Heathen^ and writ zealoufly agauift the 
Chriftians^ whom Origen defends. So far 
am I from bidding you fly heretical, or Hea- 
then 
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tten books, where good manners, honeftjr^ 
and fair reafon fhew themfelves. But where 
vice, ill manners, abufivewit, and buffoonrjr 
appear j the prejudice is juft : pronounce a- 
gainft fuch authors; fly them^ and condemn 
them. 

Preferve yourfelf, and keep your eje and 
ju^ment clear. But if the eye be not open to 
all fair and handfome fpe£l;ac]es, how (hould 
you leam what is fair and handfime ? You 
would praife Goix : But how would you praife 
him? And for what? Know you, as yel^ 
what true excellence is ? The attributes^ as 
you call them, which you have learnt in your 
catechifmy or in the higher fchools of Ae 
fchool-men and divines ; the attributes, I fay, 
of Justice, Goodness, Wisdom, and the 
like, are they really underftood by you ? Or 
do you talk of thefe by rote ? if fo j what is 
^ishMtgknng words to God, not praife, nor 
honour, nor glory ? If the Apostle appeals 
to whatfoever is lovely^ whatfoever is honejip 
(or comely,) whatfoever is virtue^ or fraife* 
wortfnTtefs ^ how ihall we underftand his ap^ 
C peal. 
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peal, tiB wc have fhuUed ? — ^ — Oir do Wt 
know thefe things from our cradles ? Fot 
j£nce we were men, we never vouchfiiPd t^ 
enquire ; but took for granted that we werr 
knowing in the matter : which yet. Without 
philofojAy,. 'tb impoffible we fhouldbe: fo 
that when, without philofophy, we make ufe 
of thefe high t^rmi, and pt^feGoD ih thefe 
pbilof&phkal chara^ers ; we may be Very good^ 
and pious, and well-meaniAg ;- but indeed we 
are little better dian parrots in detfottsfu 

To return tibertfor^ to the pkfitre^. aftd th« 
advice I am to give ^oU in y6ttr ftudy of that 
great and mnAerty hand, Whidt has drawn 
all diing^, and exhibited this great pUijier^ 
fiici of Nature, this WorH or vnlverfe. 
The firft thing is, that you prepare and clear* 
yoav^ght j that your ejre htfimple^ pure, tm* 
corrupted, and ready and fit to r^eeive th^t 
iight, which is to £hine into it* This is done 
by virtue, meeknefs,, modefty> fmqerity. 
And way being thus made, your reibiutiQa 
ilanding towards Truth, and you being 
confcibus to yourfel^ that whilft you feek 

truth. 
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thith, ypu c^^lnot pffend th Qofi ^ /rK(^ | 
1be not afraid of viewing all and comparing tfiZ* 
For without comparifon of ihefal/e with the 
/r«^, of the.ft^f^ with the bequteous^ oixhtdark 
and obfcure with thp ^r/^A^ and fhining, wfit 
can n^eafure nothing, nor apprehend any tbjng 
that is excellent. We naay be 2^§ well Pagan^ 
Heatheriy Turky or any thjingelfe ; if hieing at 
Constantinople, Ispa^aNj 0j whereyer 
die feat of any great empire is, )ye refufe to 
look on Chriftian authors, or hear their fobef 
apologifts^ as being contrary to. the hiftory 
impofed on us, with an utter deftr^£Uon and 
cancelling of all other hiftory or philofophy 
Vhatfoever. 

But this* fear being i*et afide, which is fo 
wholly unworthy of God, and fo debafmg 
to his f^ndard of leafon, which he has placed 
in us; our next concern is to look impar-* 
tially into all audiors, and upon all nations, 
and into all parts of learning and human life ; 
to feek and find out the true ^«/ri&r«»i, the 
^hneftumy die ztty^f : by which ftandard and 
•mei^ure we may know God j and know how 

C 2 to 
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to praife hun, when we have learnt wRat 1$ 
praiie-woithy. 

Be this your fearch, and by thefe means^ 
and by this way I have fhewn you. Seek for 
the «»xov in every thing, beginning as low as 
the plants, the fields, or even the conunon 
arts of mankind ; to fee what is beauteous, 
and what contrary. Thus, and by the origi- 
nal fountms you are arrived to, you will, 
under providence, attain beauty and true 
wifdom for yourfelf ; being true to virtue: 
and fo God profper you. 



LETTER VI. 

February Sth, 1709* 

T Commend yoxurhoneft liberty ; andthere- 
fore in the ufe of it, recommend to ypu 
the purfuit of the fame thoughts, that you 
have fo honeftly and naturally grafted upo^ 
the flock afforded you ; to which God grant 
a true life and increafe* 

Time 
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, Time will be, when your gf eateft diftur- 
l)ance will arife from that anc^nt difficulty 
vo^iv ro xcctcor. But when you hgf e well inur'd 
yourfelf to the precepts and fpeculation, which 
give the view of its noble contrary (to koXw j) 
you will reft fatisiied. But be perfuaded, in 
the mean time, that wifdom is more from 
the hearty than from the head. Feel goodneis^ 
and you will fee all things fair and £Ood. 

Let It be your chief endeavour to make ac- 
quaintance with what is good; that by feeing 
perfedUy, by the help of reafon, what good 
is, and what SHy you may prove whether that, 
which is from revelation, be not perfedUy 
good and conformable to this ftandard. For 
if fo, the very end of the gofpel proves its 
truth. And that, which to the vulgar is only 
knowable by miracles, and teachable by pofw 
tive precepts and commands, to the wife and 
virtuous, is demonftrable by the nature of the 
thing. So that how can we forbear to give 
our aflent to thofe doibines, and that reve- 
lation, which is delivered to us, and enforced 
C 2 by 
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by miracles and wonders ? But to us, the 
^ery tcft and proof of the divineneft and truth 
of that revelation, is from the excellence of 
the things reveal'd ; otherwife the wonders 
tiiemfelves would have litde effeS or power : 
nor could they be thorowly depended oh, wer6 
We even as near to them, as thofe, who liveA 
more than a thoufand years fmce ; when they 
were frefhly wrought, and ftrong in the me- 
mory of men. This is what alone can juftify 
our eafinefs of faith 5 and in this refpeft we 
can never be too refign'd, too willing, or too 
complaifant. 

Mean while let your eye be Jtmpfg ; anA 
turn it from the «dtdy to the Sfiroi*. • View Gob 
in goodnefs, and in his works, which have 
that charafter. Dwell with honefty, an4 
beauty, and order : ihidy and love ^hat is df 
this kind 5 and in time you will know and Itfv^ 
the Author,, Farewel, 



LETTER 
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LETTER Vn. 

May sth ^7^9- 
T A M mightily fatisfyed with your writing 
to me iis. ypu do : Pray continue. 

I like your judgment and thoughts on the 
books you mentidn. The bifliop of Salis- 
bury's expofition of the articles is, no doubt, 
highly worthy of your ftudy. None call 
better explain the fenfe of the church, than 
one, who is the grcateft piHar of k fince the 
firft founders ; one, who beft expl^inM an^ 
aflerted the reformation itfelf ; W^ chiefly 
inftrumental in faying it from Popery before 
and at the revJvition ; and is now the 
trueft example of laborious^ primitive^ piouty 
^d learned Epifiopacy, The antidote indeed, 
recommended to you, was very abfurd, as you 
i-emark yourfelf j and pray have little to do 
with controverfy of any fort, 

Chillingworth againft Popery is fufEci- 

^nt reading for you, and will teach you the 

C4 beft 
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beft manner of that polemick divinity. 'Tis 
chough ta read what is good ; and what you 
find badlzy afide. The good you read will be 
a fufficient prevention and anticipation s^nft 
any evil, that may chance come a-crofe you 
imperceptibly. Fill yourfelf with good-^ and 
you will carry within you fufficient anfwer 
to the bad*y and by a fort of inftinft foon dif- 
cern the one from the other. 

Truft your own heart whilft you keep it 
honeft, and can lift it up to the God oftrtah^ 
as feekingthat, and that only. But keep your- 
felf from wrangling, and a controverfial fpirit : 
for more harm is taken by a fierce four anfwer 
to an ill book, than from the book itfelf, be 
it ever fo ill. Therefore remember, I charge 
you, to avoid controverfial writers. 

If the ansients, in their purity, are as yet 
out of your reach J fearch.the moderns^ that 
are neareft to them. If you cannot converfe 
with the moft antient, ufe the mott modern. 
For the authors of the middle age, and all that 
fort of philofophy, as well as divinity, will 

be 
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be of litdc advantage to you. Gain, the pu- 
rity of the Englijh^ your own tongue j .and 
read whatever is efteem'd polite or well writ, 
that conies abroad. You may give me an ac- 
count of this. 

Mean while I am glad you read thofe mo- 
dem divines of our nation, who liv'd in this 
age, and were remarkable for moderation^ and 
the Chriftian principle of charity and tolera- 
tion. 

Do as your genius diredls you : and if you 
are virtuous and good, your genius will guide 
you right. But whatever it be, either antient 
or modern, that you chufe or read j or how- 
ever you change your opinion or courfe of 
ftudy ; communicate, and you fhall be heard 
willingly, and advifed the beft I am able. 

I think your genius has diflated right to you 
about a little pamphlet ; which, it feems, is 
commonly fold with the reflexions lately writ 
upon it ; which, if fhort, I would not for 
once bebar you from, but have you hear what 

is 
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is faid in anfwer, teft yoii (hould tetm to yaof^ 
felf miftaken or diffident, as to the truths 
For my own part, I cannot but think from 
iliy heart, that Ae author of the pampHet 
e( whatever air of humour he may give himfdf^' 
the better to take with the polite world,) is* 
moft (incere to virtue and religion, and even 
to the intereft of our church. For many of 
our modem aflertors of toleration have feemed 
to leave us deftitute of what he calls a publid 
leadingy or miniftry ; which notion he treats as 
mere ^nthufiafm, or horrid irreligion. For, 
in truth, religion cannot be left thus to ihift 
jEbr itielf, without the care and countenaance 
of the magiftrate. But in the remarks, or 
fefieftions, I find the anfwerers are ib far 
i^om underftanding this plain fenfe of a kad^ 
ingj that they think it means only kadifig bf 
the nofe. So excellent are thefe gentlemen at 
improving ridicule againft themfelves. They 
care not who defends religion, or how it is 
defended, if it be not in their way. They 
cry out upon a deluge of fcepticifin breaking 
out and over-whelming us, in this* witty 
Jcnowing age ; and yet they will sdlow no re- 
medy 
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medy proper in the cafe, no application to the 
worldin a itRjU-e genteel, pottre, ojpert, and free 
•way. They for their parts (witnefs Dr. A — y 
againft the good Mr. H — y) have aflerted 
virtue, upon bafer principles, and more falfe 
^d deftruftive by far, than Epicxjrus, De* 
MOCRITVS, Aristippus, or any of the an-» 
tient atheifts. .They have fubverted all mo- 
rality, all grounds of honefty, and fupplanted 
the whole doftrine of our Saviour, under 
pretence of magnifying his revelation. In 
philofophy they give up all foundations, all 
principles of fociety, and the very beft argu- 
ments to prove the being of a Deity ^ And, 
by the way, this pamphlet, whidi they are fo 
offended at, is foftrong on this head, that the 
author aflerte the Deity even on the founda- 
tions of his innate idea^ and the power of 
this notion even over atheifts themfelves, and 
by the yery conceflion of Epicurus and that 

iba But no more now. Continue to in - 

form me of your reading of new books : and 
God be with you. 

' LETTER 
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LETT E R Vm. 

June^dj 1709. 
T Received yours fince your recovery, which 
I am glad to hear of. The new book you 
have difcovered, and the account of it gave 
me great fatisfa£tion. Your conje<9:ures of it 
perhaps are not amifs. Dr. Tindal*s prin- 
ciples, whatever they may be as to church 
government, af e, in refpeft of philofophy and 
dieology, far, wide from the author's of the 
rhapfody. 

In general truly it has happened, that all 
thofe they cvXifree writers now-a-days, have 
efpoufed thofe principles, which Mr. Hobbes 
fet a foot in this laft age. Mr. Locke, as 
much as I honour him on account of other 
writings {viz. on government, policy, trade, 
coin, education, toleration, fcfc.) and as well 
as I knew him, and can anfwer for his fince- 
lity as a moft zealous Chriftian and believer, 
did however go in the felf fame tra£i:, and is 

followed 
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foQow'd by the Tindals, and all the other 
ingenious free authors of our time. 

*Twas Mr. Locke, that ftruck the home 
blow : for Mr. Hobbes's charaAer and bafe 
ilavifh principles in government took off the 
poyfon of his philofophy. 'Twas Mr, Locks 
that ftruck at all fundamentals, threw all order 
and virtue out of the world, and made the very 
ideas of thefe (which are the fame as thofe 
of God) unnatural 'y and without foundation in 
our minds. Innate is a word he poorly plays 
upon : the right word, tho' lefe ufed, is cm-- 
natural For what has birth or progrefs of the 
foetus out of the womb to do in thb cafe I 
The queftion is not about the time the ideas 
entered, or the moment xhzt one body came out 
of the other : but whether the cortftitution of 
man be fuch, that being adult and grown up, 
at fuph or fuch a time, fooneror later, (no 
matter when) the idea and fenfe of order ^ ad-- 
niniftrationy and a GoD, will not infallibly, 
inevitablyi ncceilarily fpnng up in him. 

Then 
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Hien comes the credulous Mr. tpcKEj 
with his IrvHafiy barbarian ftories of wild na- 
tions, that have no fuch idea, (as travellers^ 
learned authors ! and men of truth ! and great 
philofophers ! have inform'd him ;) not con^ 
fidering, that this is but a negative upon a 
hearfay, and fo circumftantiated, that the faith 
of the Indian denyer may be as wefl queftion*dj 
as the veracity or judgment of the relater j 
who ofnnot be (uppofed to know fufficiently 
Ac myfteries and fecrets of thofe barbarians ; 
whofe language they but imperfeftly know J 
to whom we good Chrijtians have by our 
little mercy given fufficient reafon to conceal 
many fecrets from Us ; as we know particu- 
larly in relpeft of fimples and vegetables : of 
which tho* we got the Peruvian bark, and 
fome other noble remedies j y:et *tis cer- 
tain, that through the cruelty of tl?e Spaniar^s^ 
as they h^ve pwn'd themfelves, m^ny fecrets 
in medicinal aff^rs have been fupprefs'd. 

But Mr. Lqc^e, yA\o had more fakb, and 

was more learn'd in modern wonder-writers^ 

than in antient philofophy, gave up an argu-« 
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laent for the D^ityy which Cicero (tfeo* ju 
profefs'd Sceftici) would not explode ; ^ihE 
which even the chief erf the Atheiftick philo- 
-fophers antiently acknowledged, and folv'4 
only by their primui in 9rbe Deos fecit titnor* 

Thus virtue, according to Mr. Locke, 
has no other meafure, law, or rule, thaa 
fajhion and cufiom : morality, juftiqe, equity^ 
depend only on law and will : and God in* 
deed is a perfeft j^^^ ^tj-^^ in bis fenfe ; ths^ 
is, free to any things that is however ill .• fw if 
he wills it, it will be made good j virtue nwyr 
be vice, and vice virtue in its turn, if he 
pleafes. And thus neither right nor wraa^^ 
virtue nor ^ce are anything inthemfelves^ 
nor is there any trace or idea of them natu-- 
rally imprinted on human minds. Experience 
and our catechiifm teaclvAis all ! I fuppofe 'tis 
£)mething of like kind, which teadies bijTdi^ 
their nefts, and how to fly the minute ^hey 
have full feathers. Your Theoci.es, wbow 
you commend fo mudi, laughcs at this ; and* 
as modeftly as he can, dSks ^ Leckijl^ wtebcr 
the idea of woman (and what is fought aftep 

in 
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in woman,) be not tau^t alfo by fome cate- 
<€hifm, and di6bted to the man. Perhaps if 
we had no fchooh of Venus^ nor fuch horrid 
lewd books, or lewd companions ; we might 
have no undcrftanding of this, till we were 
taught by our parents : and if the tradition 
fliould happen to be loft ; the race of mankind 

might perifh in a fober nation. This is 

very poor philofophy. But the gibberifli of 
ihefchools, for thefe feveral centuries, has, in^ 
thofe latter days of liberty, made any con- 
trary philofophy of good relifh, and highly 
^ favoury with all men of wit j fuch as have 
been emancipated from that egregious form of 
intelleAual bondage. But I fee you are on a 
better fcent. — — 

I can fay no more at prefent : only I would 
not have you inquire further, as yet, after 
that book, entituled, an inquiry : Becaufe it 
"Viras an imperfefl: thing, brought into the 
world many years fince, contrary to the au- 
thor's defign, in his abfence beyond fea, and 
in a difguis*d diforder'd ftyle. It may one day 
perhaps be fet fighter i fince other things have 

made 
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made it to be Inquired after. Have patience 
in the mean while, and continue your ftiidie^^ 
Difpute with no body on any fubjeft. Keep 
your reniarks to yourfelf ; and cultivate the 
good maxims and principles you have re- 
ceived. Be humble in all your manners,^ 
gefture, and behaviour : for that chiefly fuiC9 
with the charafter defign'd. God guide you 
in all true piety, moderation, and virtue. 
Farewel. 



LETTER iX. 

' December 2Pi 1709* 

T Heartily approved your method and defign, 
and continue to do fo. Get what you can 
of the Greek language : 'tis the fountain of 
all ; not only of polite learning and philo- 
fc^hy, but of divinity alfo, as being the lan- 
guage of Qxxtfacred oracles. For even the old 
teftament is in its beft and trudl language in 
the Septuagint, All that you can get of lei- 
D furc 
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fare &oiti odier exercik and Ag required 
f6hod*learning, apply ta Gre^^ 

The few good books of our divines and 
moral^Sy M4ndi you have difcovered by your 
own fagacity, willferve you bodi for language 
and thought 

Dr. Morels En€hiri£on Sihkwny is a 
right good piece of found morals ; tho* the 
doftor himfelf, in other Englijh pieces, could 
not abide by it j but made different excur- 
ilons into odier regions, and was perhaps as 
great an enthufiaft, as any of thofe, whom he 
wrote againft. However, he was a learned 
and a good man. 

Remember my former cautions and recom- 
mendations : and endeavour above aU things 
to avoid the conceit and pride, which is al- 
moft naturally inherent to the function and 
calling you are about to undertake. And fince 
we think fit to call it priefthoodj fee that it be 
of fuch a kind, as may not make you fay or 
-think of yourfclf in the prefence of another, 

that 
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ihaty^u an holier than he. 'Tis zfikrnn {jartj 
but fee and bev^rare^ that the folemnity do not 
abi^e you. And remember, that He^ whom 
you own to be your mafter andleglflator," mad^ 
no laws relating to civil power, or interfering 
with it. So that all the preheminence, 
wealth, or penfion, which you receive, or 
expedl to receive, by help of this afliim'd 
charafter, is from the publick, whence both 
the authority and profit is derived 5 and on 
which it legally depends ; all other pretenfions 
of priefts being Jewifh and Heathenifh^ and 
in our ftate feditious, difloyal, and fa£Uous -, 
fuch a^ is that fpiri^ which now reigns in ouX 
univerfities, and where the high-church men 
(as they are calFd) are prevalent. But to this 
(thank Qod) our parliament, interpofmg at 
this inftant, gives a check, by proceeding a- 
gainft Dr. S-^l, and advancing Mr. H— y^ 
of whom I have often fpoke to you. 

Nq more now, but God blefs your ftudiesf 

and endeavours. Never was more need of a 

fpirit of moderation and Chriftianity among 

thofe, who are entring on the minifterial 

D 2 function ; 
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function ; fince the contrary fpirit has pof- 
fefs'd ajmoft the whole priefthood, beyond all 
former phanaticks. God fend you all true 
Chriftiamtyj with that temper, life, and man- 
ners, which become it. Farewel. 

LETTER X. 

July lothj 171O* 
T Believ'd indeed, it was your expefting me 
every day at ***♦, that prevented your 
writing, fince you received orders from the 
good bifliop, my lord of Salisbury ; who 
as he has done more, than any man living, 
for the good and honour of the church of 
England and the reform'd religion 5 fo he 
now fufFers more than any man from the 
tongues and flander of thofe ungrateful church- 
men ; who may well call themfelves by that 
fingleterm of diftinftion, having no claim to 
that of Chriftianity or Proteftant ; fince they 
have thrown off all the temper of the former, 
and all concern or intereft with the latter. 



I 
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I hope whatever advice the great and good 
bifliop gave you, will fink deeply into your 
mind : and that your receiving orders from 
the hands of fo worthy a prelate will be one 
of the circumftances, which may help to in- 
fure your fteadinefs in honefty, good prin- 
ciples, moderation, and true Chrijiianity ; 
which are now fet at nought, and at defiance, 
by the far greater part and numbers of that 
body of clergy call'd the church of England ; 
who no more efteem themfelves a Proteftant 
church, or in union with thofe of Proteftant 
communion ; tho' they pretend to the name 
of Chriftian^ and would have us judge of the 
fpirit of Chrlftianity from theirs : which God 
prevent ! left good men fliould in time for- 
iake Chriftianity through their means. 

As for my part of kindnefs and friendfhip to 
you ; I fhall be fufficiently recompenfed, if 
you prove (as you have ever promised) a vir- 
tuous, pious, fober, and ftudious man, as be- 
comes the folemn charge belonging to you. 
But you have been brought into the world, 
D 3 and 
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and come into orders, in the worft time for 
infolence, riot, pride, and prcfumption of 
clergy-men, that 1 ever knew, or have read 
of ; tho' I have feafched far into the cha- 
rafters of high church-men from the firft 
centuries, in which they grew to be dighify'fl 
With crbwns arid purjile, to the late tiines of 
our reformation, and to our prrfent age. 

The thorough knowledge you have h^d 6f 
me, and the dire6Kon of all my ftudres and 
life to the promotion of religion, virtue, and 
the good of mankind, will (I hope) be df 
fome good example to you : at leaft it will be 
a hindrance to your being feduc'd by infamies 
and calumnies \ fuch as are thrown upon the 
men call'd moderate^ and in their ftyle indlf^ 
ferent in religion, heterodox, and heretical. 

I pray God to blefs you in your new ftinc-^ 
tion with all the true virtue, humility, mode- 
ration, and meeknefs, which becomes it. I 
^m your hearty friends 

F I, N I S, 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



LETTERS 

FROM THE 

Right Honourable 

THE LATE 

Earl of 5 HAFTE SBVRT, 

T O 

Robert Molesworth, Efqj 

Afterwards the Lord Vifcount of that Name. 
WITH 

Two Letters written by the late 
Sir John Cropley. 

Pirinted in the Year M.D.CC.L. 



d by Google 



d by Google 



(57) 
LETTER I. 



Dear S I R^ Chelfey^ Sept. 30, 1708. 

TW O reafons have made me delay an- 
fwering yours : I was in hopes of fee- 
ing our great lord, and I depended on Mr. 
Aticilethwayfs jprcCcnting you with my fer- 
vices, and informing you of all matters pub- 
lick and private. The queen is but juft come 
to Kenjingtonj and my * lord to town. He pro- 
mis'd to fend me word, and appoint me a 
time, when he came. But I fliou'd have pre- 
vented him, had it been my weather for town- 
vifits. But having ow'd the recovery of my 
health, to the method I have taken of avoid- 
ing the town-fmoke ; I am kept at a diftance, 
and like to be remov'd even from hence in a 
little while : tlio' I have a projeft of flaying 
longer here than my ufual time, by removing 
now and then crofs the water, to my friend 

Sir 
* n0 Ear/ of Godol^Yiin^ thin krd treafurti\ 
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Sir John Crople/s in Surrey^ where my riding 
and airing recruits me. I am highly rejoic'd, 
as you may l)elieve, 'that 1 can find myfelf 
able to do a little more publick fervice, than 
what of late years I have been confin'd to, in 
iny <x)untry ; and I own the circomftances of 
a court were never fo inviting to me, as they 
have been fmce a late view I have had of the 
beft part of our miniftry. It may perhaps 
have added more of confidence and forward- 
nefs in my way of Couf tfliip, to be fo incapa- 
citated as I am fromtdcing any thing there 
for myfelf. Biit Ihope I may convince fome 
perfons, that it is poflible to ferVe difmtereft- 
edly ; and that obligations already received 
(tho* on the account of others) are able to 
"bind as ftrongly, as the ties of felf-intereft. 

I had refolved to ftay, till I had one con- 
ference more with our * lord before I writ to 
you : but a letter, which I have this nioment 
receiv'dfrom Mr, MicklethwHyty on his having 
waited on you in the country, has made me 
refolvc to write thus haftily (without miffing 

to- 

* The /ami. 
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to^night's-poft) to acknotvledge, in the friend- 
lieft and free'ft manner, the kind and friendly 
part ydU have taken in my private interefts. 
If I have ever endur'd any thing for the pub- 
lick, or facrific'd any of my youth, or plea:- 
fures, or interefts to it, I find it is made up to 
me in the good opinion of fome few; and 
perhaps one fuch friendfhip as yours, may 
counter-balance all the malice of my worft 
enemies, *Tis true, what I once told you I 
had determin'd with myfelf, never to think of 
the continuance of a family, or altering the 
condition of life that was moft agreeable to 
me, whilft I had (as I thought) a juft excufe : 
but that of late I had yielded to my friends, 
and allbw'd 'em to difpofe of me, if they 
thought that by this means, I cou'd add any 
thing to the power or intereft I had, to ferve 
them or my country. I was afraid however, 
that Ifhou'd be fo heavy and unaclive in this 
affair, that my friends wou'd hardly take me 
to be in earneft. But tho' it be fo lately, that 
I have taken my refolution, and that you 
were one of the firft who knew it ; I have 
on a fudden fuch an affair thrown a-crofs me, 

that 
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that I am confident I have zeal enough rais'd 
in me, to hinder you from doubting whether 
I fmcerely intend what Iprofefs. There is a 
lady, whom chance has thrown into my neigh- 
bourhood, and whom I never faw till the 
Sunday before laft, who is in every refpe<9: 
that very perfon, I had ever fram'd a pi£hire 
of from my imagination, when I wifli'd the 
beft for my own happinefs in fuch a circum- 
ftance. I had heard her charafter before, and 
her education, and every circumftance be- 
fides fuited exadly, all but her fortune. Had 
Ihebut a ten thoufand pounds, my modefty 
wou'd allow me to apply without referve, 
where it was proper. And I wou'd it were in 
my power, without injury to the lady, to have 
her upon thofe terms, or lower. I flatter my- 
felf too by all appearance, that the father 
has long had, and yet retains, fome regard 
for me ; and that the difappointments he has 
had in fome higher friendfjiips, may make him 
look as low as on me, and imagine me not 
wholly unworthy of his relation. But, if by 
any intereft I had, or cou'd poflibly make with 
the father, I fliou'd induce him to beftow his 

daughter. 
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daughter, perhaps with much lefs fortune 
(fmcc I wou'd gladly accept her fo) than 
what in other places he wou'd have beftow'd, 
I fhall draw a double misfortune on the lady ; 
unlefs ihe has goodnefs enough to think, that 
onewhofceks her for what he counts better than 
a fortime, may poflibly by his worth or virtue 
make her fufficient amends. And were I but 
encourag'd to hope or fancy this, I wou'd begin 
my ofFers to-morrow j and (hou'd have greater 
hopes, that my difintereftednefs wou'd be of 
fome fervice to me in this place, as matters 
ftand. 

You fee my fcruple, and being us'd to me, 
and knowing my odd temper (for I well know 
you believe it no affeftation) you may be 
able to relieve me, and have the means in 
your hands ; for a few words with one, who 
has the honour to be your relation, would re- 
folve me in this affair. I cannot ftir in it till 
then, and fhou'd be more afraid of my good 
fortune than my bad, if it (hou'd happen to 
me to prevail with a father, for whom the 
lady has fo true a duty s that, even againft her 

inclination^ 
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i^limiion^ (he iwu'^cpmp^ with aoy thing 
Ijie requir'd. I am, afraid it will be impoffiblq 
for you to ^^a4, oi mal^e fenf^ o^ lyhat \ 
write thus haftily : but I fency w;th^ ^yfelfj^ 
\ make you th^ greatiei: coufidei^cq, in truft- 
ipg to my hun^)ur and iirft thovight, without; 
flaying till I ^aye fo much a§ form'd aj re- 
flefiion- \ am (ure there is hardly any one 
befides you> I fhpu'd lay myfelf thus opej;i to : 
but I am fecure in your frien^fh^ip, which I 
rely on (for advice) in this affidr. I beg tq 
h(?ar from you in a^iwer by thefirft poll, be- 
ing with great fincerity, 

Tour faithful friend 
and hu:pble fervant^ 
Shafxksbui^y. 



LETTER IL 

DearSIRj Beacbworth in Surrey, OS^, 12. 1708* 

P R.O M the hour I had wifit you that 

hafty letter from Chelfiy^ I w^ in pain til^ 

I had heard from you j and cpu'd not but 

often 
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often wifliy I bad not writ in that hurry atid^ 
CQnfufion. But fince I hav« receiv'd yoiyrs in 
aflfwer, I have all th^ fatisfeftion imaginable. 
I fee fo fincere a return of friendfliip, that it 
cannot any more concern mc to have laid my- 
ftlf fo open. 

I wou'd have a friend fee me at the worft : 
and 'tis a fatisfa^ion to find, that if one's 
failures or weakneffe were greater than really 
they are> one ihou'4 ftill be cherifh'4 ^^ he 
fuppl/d even with good fentiments and dif- 
cretion, when they were wanting. One 
thing only I beg you wou'd take notice of, 
diat I had never any thoughts of applying to 
the young lady, before I apply'd to the father. 
My morals are a little too ftrifk to let me have 
taken fuch an advantage, had it been ever fo 
feirly offer'd. But ray drift was, to learn 
whether there had been an inclination to any 
one before me : for many offers had been, 
and fome I know very great, within thefe 
few months. And tho* the duty of the dau^- 
ter might have acquiefc'd in the diflike of the 
father, fo as not to ihew any difcontent ; yet 
ij. there 
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there might be fomething of this lying at the 
heart, and lo ftrongly, that my application 
and fuccefs (if I had any) might be looked on 
with an ill eye, and caufe a real trouble. 
This wou'd have caus'd it, I am fure in me ; 
when I fhou'd have come, perhaps too late, 
to have difcover'd it. But there is nothing of 
this in the cafe, by all that I can judge or learn. 
Never did I hear of a creature fo perfeftly re- 
fign'd to duty, fo innocent in herfelf, and fo 
contented under thofe means, which have 
kept and ftill keep her fo innocent, as to the 
vanities and Vices of the world ; tho' with 
real good parts, and Improvement of .'em at 
home : for of this my lord has wifely and 
handfomely taken care. Never was any thing 
fo unfortunate for me, as that fhe fhould be 
fuch a fortune : for that I know is what every 
body wDl like, and I perhaps have the worft 
relifli of, and leaft defefve. The other qua- 
lities I fhou'd prize more than any, and the 
generality of mankind, inftead of prizing, 
would be apt to contemn : for want of air, 
and humour, and the wit of general conver- 
fation, and the knowledge of the town, and 

fafhions. 
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fdhion^, and diverfions, are unpardonaUe 
duHnefles in young wives; who are taken 
mdre as companions of pleafure, and to be 
fhown abroad as beauties in the world, than 
to raifc families, and fupport the honour and 
intereft of thofe they are joined to* 

Biit to fliew you that 1^ am not wanting to 
myfelf, fince your incouraging and advifmg 
letter, I have begun my^apjJication, by what 
you well call ♦ the right end. You fhall hear 
with what fuccefs, as foon as I know my/df. 
I cpu'd both be bolder and abler in the manage<^ 
ment of the affair, and cou*d promife my- 
felf fure fuccefs, had I but a eonftitution that 
w.ould let me a<9: for myfelf j and buftle in 
and about that town, which by this winter- 
fea/bn coming on fo fiercely, is by this time 
in fuch a cloud of fmoke, that I can neither 
be in.it, nor near it. I ftay'd but a day or 
two too long at Chdfeyj after the fetting in of 
thefe Eaft and North-Eaft winds, and I had 
like to have fallen into one of my fhort 
breathing fits, which would haye ruin'd me* 
E But 

• The father. 
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But by flying hither and keeping my diffaartce^ 
I keep my health : biu (I may well fear) iHaU 
Idfe my miftreS. For who ever courted at 
this rate I Did matters lie (b as to die fortimcy^ 
Aat I cotfd he the obliging fide^ it might ga 
on with tolerable grace : and fo I f<Kir it muft 
be, whenever I marry, or cilfe am like ta 
remain a batchelor*. 

Mowfever, you can never any mbr« arraign 
my M>rals after this. You can never diargc 
mtj as you have done, for a remifihefs, and 
k»inefe, or an indulgence to my own ways^ 
«nd lovse of retirement ; which (as you 
t4i6ught) might have made n*e averfe to un- 
dertake the part of wife and children, Iho'' 
my country or friends ever fo muchrequtry it 
of me. You fee it wiU not be my fauk : and 
you fliall find I will not a<9: booty for myfelf. 
If I have Viny kind of fucccfs at ^\s right 
tniy I will then beg to ufe the favour of your 
intereft in your coufin, as I (hall Aen mention 
to you : but inftead of letting me oflf for o^ 
thcr thii^Sj I wou*d moft carneftly beg diat 
-you wou'd fpeak only cf your long and tho- 

^ rou^ 
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tough fcliowWge of me, and (if you think it 
true) of my good temper, honeJfty, love of 
iny relations and country, fobriety, and vir- 
tue. For thefe I hope I may ftand to, as far 
as I iaiTi paffrfs'd of '^em. They v^^ll not, I 
hope, grow virorfe as I grow older* For tho* 
1 can promife little of my regimen^ by which 
I hold my health ) t am perfuaded to think 
no vices will grow upon mc, as I manage my* 
{^: fot in this I have been ever finco-e, to 
imkemyf^fasgood aslwas able,. aadtaKye 
for n^y other end* . 

I am afhamM to have writ fuch a long lettel^^ 
about nxyfelfj as, if I had no concern for the 
publick : tho' I ^nay truly fay to you ; if I 
had riot the publick in view, I {hou'd hardly 
havcthefe thoughts of changing my coildition 
at this time of day, that I can better indulgj? 
myfelf in the eafe of a Angle and private Ufe« 
The weather, which is fo ujofortunate for m^ 
by thefe fettled Eaft windsj keeps" the country 
dry J and if they are the fam* (as. i^ likely) 
in FlandtrSi I hope e'er this Lijh i% eur% 
E 2 which 
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which has coft us fo dear, and held us in fudi 
terrible anxiety. 

I have been to fee lord treafurer that little 
while he was in town, but cou'd not find 
him. 

Pray let me hear in. your next, what time 
you think of coming * up. I fhall be glad to 
hear foon from. you again, wifhing you de- 
list, amd. good fuccefe in your country af- 
fairs, and all happinefs and profperity to your 
family. I remain. 

Dear S I R^ 

Tour obliged friend and 
faithful humble fervanty 

Shaftesbury, 

Sir John Cropley, with whom 
1 am here J prefents his hum^ 
hlefervice to you. 

• Frm EdKngton, a fiat the lord Mox.K8WOKT]I 
i^^iMi YorkHiire. 

LETTER 
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LETTER III. 

Dear SiVj Beacbwortb in Surrey ^ OB^l%* 1 708* 

V/" O U guefs'd right as to the winds, which 
are ftill eafterly, and keep me here in 
winter-quarters, from all pubhck and private 
affairs. I have neither feen lord treafurer, nor 
been at * Chelfey to profecute my own aflairs : 
tho' as for the latter, as great as my zeal is, I 
am forc'd to a ftand. I was before-hand told, 
that as to the lord, he was in fome meafure 
ingag'd : and the return I had from him, on 
my application, feem'd to imply as much. 
On the other fide, I have had reafon to hope, 
that the ladj, who had before bemoan'd her- 
felf for being deftin'd to greatnefs without 
virtue, had yet her choice to make; and, 
after her efcapes, fought for nothing fo much, 
as fobriety and a ftridl virtuous charader. 
How much more ftill this adds to my zeal, 
you may believe : and by all hands I have re- 

• He bad a fretty retreat at Little Chclfcy, sobicb be 
ft ted up according to bis own fancy ^ 

E 3 ceiv'd 
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cclv'd the higheft charaSer of your relation, 
who feems to have infpir'4 her with thefe and 
other good fentiments, fo rare in her fex and 
degree* My misfortune is, I have no friend 
ia the world by whom I cain in Ae le^ft in- 
p^i or have acoefs to your relation, biit only 
by yoilrfelf : and I h^ve no hopes of feeing 
you foon, or 6f your having an opportunity 
to fpeak of me to her. If a letter cou'd be 
proper, I fhou'd fancy it more fo at this tim0 
than any other : provided you would found 
it on the common report which is abroad^ 
of my being in treaty for that lady. This 
plight give you an occafion of fpeaking of 
me as to that part, whicji few befides can 
know fo virell, I mean fny heart: which, if 
(he be fuch as really ^1 people allow, vdll not 
difpleafe her to hear lb well of, as, perhaps in 
friendfllip and from old acquaintance, you 
may reprefent. If the perfon talk'd of be 
really my rival, and in favour with the father, 
I muft own my cafe is next to defperate y 
not only becaufe I truly think him, as the 
world goes, likely enough to make a good (at 
Jeaft a civil) hu(band 5 but becaufe as my aim 

is 
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is not fortune, and his is, he being an old 
friend too, I fliou'd unwillingly ftand betvtfeen 
hih) 9fkd an eftfite j which his liberality has 
hitherto hinder'd Tiim from gaining, as great 
as his advantages have been hitherto in the 
government. By what I have faid, I believe 
yxm may guefs who ♦ray ftippos'd rival is : 
or if you want a farther hint, 'tis one of the 
chief of tii^jfuntOy an old friend of yours and 
iBine, v^om we long fat with in thehoufe 
of commons (not ofiten voted with) but who 
was ^terwards taken up to a higher houfe ; 
and is as much noted for wit, and gallantry, 
and magnificence, as for his eloquence and 
courtier's charaflscr. But whether this be fo 
fuited to this meek good lady's happinefs, 
I know not. Fear -of partiality and felf-love 
makes me not dare determine; but rather 
miftruft myfelf, and turn the balance againft 
jne. Pray keep this fecret, for I got it by 
chance : and if there be any thing in it, 'tis 
a great fecret between the two lords them- 
felves. But fometimes I fiancy it is a nail, 
which will hardly go : tho' I am pretty cer- 
E 4 tain, 

* Charles Montague, iate Earl of Hallifax. 
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tain, it has been aiih'd at by this old acquain* 
tance of ours, ever fince a difappointment 
happened from a great lord beyond fea^ who 
was to have had the lady. 

Nothing but the fincere friendfhip you 
(how for me, cou'd make me to continue thus 
to impart my privateft affairs : and in reality, 
tho' they feem wholly private and felfifh, I 
will not be afham'^d to own the honefty of my 
heart to you j in profeffing that the publick 
has much the greateft part in all this buftle, I 
am ingaging in. You have lately made me 
believe, and even prov'd too by experience, 
that I had fome intereft in the world j and 
there, where I leaft dream't of it, with great 
men in power. I had always fomething of an 
intereft in my country, and with the plain 
honeft people : and fometimes I have expe- 
rienced both here at home, and abroad, where 
I have long liv'd, and made acquaintance (in 
Holland efpecially) that with a plain charadl^r 
of honefty and difintereftednefs, I have on 
fome occafions, and in dangerous urgent 
times of the publick, been able to do fome 

good. 
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good. If the increafe of my fortune be the 
leaft motive in this affair before me (as fin* 
cerely I do not find) I will venture to fay, 
it can only be in refpeft of the increafe of 
my interefl, which I may have in my country, 
in order to ferve it 

One who has little notion of magnificence, 
and lefs of pleafure and luxury, has not that 
need of riches which others have. And one 
who prefers tranquillity and a little fludy, and 
a few friends, to all other advantages of life, 
and all the flatteries of ambition and fame, is 
not like to be naturally fo very fond of in- 
gaging in the circumftances of marriage. I 
do not go fwimmingly to it, I afTure you : 
nor is the great fortune a great bait. Sorry I 
am, that no body with a lefs fortune, or more 
daughters, has had the wit to order fuch an 
education. A very moderate fortune had 
ferv'd my turn ; or perhaps quality alone, to 
have a little juflify'd me, and kept me in coun- 
tenance, had I chofe fo humbly. But now 
that which is rich oar, and wou'd have been 
the mofl eflimable had it been beflow'd on 

me. 
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me, will be mere tlrofe, an<l flung away on 
odiers ; who will frity and drfpife thofc very 
advantages, which I prize fo much. But this 
is one of the comm6n places of exclamation, 
againft the diftribution of things in this world : 
and, upon my word, whoever brought up the 
proverb, 'tis no advantageous one for a pro- 
vidence to fay, fnaUhes an made in heaven* 
I believe rather in favour of providence, that 
there is nothing which is fo merely fortune, 
and more committed to the power of blind 
chance. So I muft be contented, and repine 
the lefs at my lot, if I am difappointed in fuch 
an affair. If I latisfy my friends that lam 
not wanting to myfelf, it's fufficient. I am 
fure you know it, by the found experience of 
all this trouble I have given, and am ftill like 
to give you. Tho' I confefs myfelf, yet even 
in this too I do but anfwer friendfhip, as be- 
ing fo fincerely and affectionately 

Tour moft faithful friend 
and humble fervanty 

Shaftesbury. 
LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 

Jiear S I Rj Beachworthi Nov. 4.. tyoS, 
Y Was it Chelfey when I receivM yours with 

the inclps'd, ^d was fo buf/d in the im^ 
ployment you had given me, by your encou- 
fagement and kind affiftance in a certain af- 
feir, that I have let pafs two pofts without re- 
turning you thanks, for the greateft marks 
of your friendlhip, that any one can poffibly 
receive. Indeed I might well be afham'd to 
receive 'em in one fenfe ; fince the * charafter 
you have given of me, is fo far beyond what 
I dare think fuitable : tho' in thefe cafes, one 
may better perhaps give way to vanity than in 
^y other. But tho' friendfhip has^made you 
over favourable, there is one truth however, 
which your letter plainly carries with it, and 
inuft do me fervice. It fhows that I have a 
real and paflionate friend in you : and to hav^ 
4eferv'd fuch a friendfliip, muft be believ*d 

♦ Hit rd tet to n Utfer tht tori Molefwoith hai 
written in bis favour^ 

fomc 
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I really was : for, faving yourfelf, and per- 
haps one or two more (I ipeak the moft) i 
bad none that a£ted with me, againft the in* 
juftice and corruption of both parties: each 
of them enfiam*d againft me, particularly 
one, becaufe of my birth and principles ; the 
other, . becaufe of my pretended apoftacy, 
which was only adhering to thofe principles 
on which their party was founded. There 
have been apoftates indeed fince that time. 
But the days are long fince paft, that you and 
I were treated as * Jacobites. What to fay 
for fome companions of ours, as they are now 
f changM, I know not : but as to my own 
particular, I affure you, that fince thofe fad 
days of the publick, which might have helped 

* The truly apoftate Whigs, V)h6 became fervilt and ar~ 
hitrary to pleafe court empirics, branded aU thofe as Jacobites, 
who adber*J to thofe -aery principles, that occaJioiCd andjufii- 
fy*d the revolution^ 

*!* Here he means fome who voted with him in his favourite 
hills, and who were originally Whigs ; hut out of pique and 
dif appointment, became if not rw/ Jacobites {which wasfcarce 
fcffible) yet in effeB as bad, by promting all the defgns pecu- 
liar to that defptrate po'ty. 

on 
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I fay aU this ; that you may know my true 
ftate, and how defperate a man you ferve, 
and in how defperate a cafe, Shou'd any 
thing coipe oi it, the frienc^tp will appear 
the greater : or if nothing, thefriendfhip will 
appear the iame ftUl, as to me myfelf. Your 
Jetter was deliver'd : I hope you will hear foon 
in anfwer to it The ^ lord continues won** 
derfiil kind to me, aod I bear has lately fpoken 
pf me fo to others. Our publick affairs at 
home will be much chang'd, by the l^te death 
of the * prince. But I have been able to fee 
nobody: fo won't attempt to write, and will 
(^ hejre vnitb the aflitrance of my being. 

Dear SIR, 

Tour moji ohli^edand 

fmti^frUndandfirvant^ 

SHAFTESBVRy. 



LETTER 



« ntfrimiifVwaixik. 
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and with-all that regard to his country's in* 
tereft, efpecially under a miniftry of which h^ 
is like to have fo great a (hare ; that however 
the low Whigs may murmur, he will be glad 
to fee the naval affairs in the hands of fo uni- 
verfally belov'd a man, fo honourable and un- 
corrupt as lord Pembroke. 

By this you will find I take for granted, 
that lord Somers comes into the place talk'd of 
for him of prefidM of the council ; and believe 
it is true diat he has kifs'd the queen's hand, 
tho' not direftly as a minifter receiv'd. But 
pretty near it you may believe : fince at this 
time of mourning (and fo fincere a mourner 
as the queen is) flie hardly would fee a ftran- 
ger, and which is more, a man fo eftrang'd 
from her, and fo wholly off from the court as 
lord Somers has been, and whom I fcarce be- 
lieve (he has admitted at any time to kifs her 
hand ; he having been for certain the prince's 
averfion, as you may judge by thofe, who 
chiefly influenc'd the prince, and were the 
violenteft enemies lord Sonurs had. Imuft 
confefs I ever wifh'd well to this correfpon- 
F dence. 
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poft fending hence to town : fo add onljr my 
conftant and ilncere profeilion of beings 

Dear SIRy 

Tour obliged friend and 
faithful humile fervanfy 

Shaftesbury, 



LETTER VL 

Dear S I R, Beachworthj Nov. 25. 1708. 
T Shou'd be very lorry if you mifs'd mine, 

of laft poft but one, from Chelfey^ in which 
I writ you my whole thoughts of the changes. 

The parliament has now Tat, and for the 
firft trying queftion we have loft the ballot^ 
tho' but by nine. Our friends ftuck faft. 
But kindneis to this miniftry, which the beft 
men are willing to favour, made the ftruggle 
not fo great as might be. Sir Peter Kingy 
our friend, fpoke worthily for it. Sir Jofeph 
Jekyly and all diofe did as before, and went 
Fa on 
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beft of what I have. Health I have not in 
flie higheft degree. Be it fpleen, or real inr 
firmity, *tis the fame misfortune to a lady. 
Cou'd I make a (how of health with fafety, 
and purfue the lady, where I might have op- 
portunity to win her liking by this means, 
^d appearing better without doors than 1 am 
within at ordinary hours ; I wou'd not do this, 
whatever depended on it. But as the feafon 
is, and the fevere North-eaft winds, and town- 
fmoke, I am driven from my quarters at 
Chelfey ; and think not that I fliall be able to 
return there, till the ftrength of the winter is 
over : fo will take the firft fair weather, to go 
to my winter-quarters at * St. Giles's. A 
thoufand thanks to you for your kind concern 
in an affair, which I have taken fo much to 
heart. Your writing again in anfwer, as you 
did the firft poft, was mighty right, to me 
extremely obliging. If I fee the leaft glim- 
mering of hope, you fhall be fure to know. 

• His paternal feat in Dorfetfliire, which he us" d highly 
to commend 3 and indeed I have heard it ax muck admired by 
0thers^ 

F3 I 
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wWch of late years I have been forc'd to look 
Qn at a diftancc, without any thing that can 
he call'd * a (hare in 'em myfelf. I muft own, 
I began of late to flatter myfelf, with a way 
of fervice I little dreamt of, and which I never 
thought myfelf capable of pr qualify'd for f 
heretofore. I never thought I fhou'd fee any 
of the great men at court fo inclinable to pub- 
lick good, as to regard or hearken to a man, 
who had chiefly that at heart : and, to fay 
truth of myfelf, I always thought I had a 
ftubbornefs of nature, which wou'd hinder 
me from making a right advantage of good 
minifters, whenever we fhou'd come to have 
any fuch. But the being taken down very 
early in my life, from thofe high imaginations 
I had, and thofe hopes of doing fervice in the 
plain way of bufmefs and parliaments, the 
mortification wrought fo far in my advantage, 
that I became milder and more tradable : and 
ii^ this condition you found me, when you 
laid hold of an opportunity, and with a mofl: 

♦ By reafon ofbh aftbma, 

•^ Giving advice t9 tbofe at the helm, of wkicb no man 
noas more capabhy both in reffeSi of ability and integrity, 

F 4 particular 
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may be wife enough to know : for I had ra- 
ther fuch goodnefs of his fliou'd come from 
reflexion, than mere natural temper and ge- 
nerofity ; for he that can fee fo deep into 
hearts, and comprehend the myftery of ho- 
nefty (a real myftery in moft courts) will ne- 
ver want any of thofe generous inclinations 
which make a worthy characfter. But the 
misfortune is, we honeft men (if I may fpeak 
thus prefumptuoufly of myfelf) are a little 
myfterious ourfelves. There is a cloud over 
us, which is hard to be clear'd up. The 
rugged paths we walk through, give us a 
rugged pace; and the idle fupine illiterate 
creatures of a court -education, have a thoufand 
advantages above us : and can eafier borrow 
from our charafter than we from theirs ; tho* 
of right there fliou'd be nothing fair or hand- 
ibme, in which we fliou'd col^e behind 'em. 
And it ought to be a fliame, that a mere cour- 
tier fliou'd, for his intereft-fake, be more af- 
fiduous and better behav'd in every refpeft ; 
than the man, who makes court for his coun- 
try, and tries to profit of the good difpofition 
of great men in power. Our friend Horace 

found 
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way, dicy can fcarcc mifcarry. Nor can they 
fell of reward in the juft efteem and gratitude 
of the publick, if they are not moft unhap- 
pily wanting to Aenifclvcs in their private 
friendfliips. But if trufting to their publick 
merit, or to their intercft in their prince, they 
either make no friends^ qr fuch as have not 
courage and wifdom, their enemies will find 
advanta^^ againft 'em in any ftate of affairs. 

As our prefent affiairs ftand, I am furc a 
minifter has need to be fortify 'd with good 
friends and hoaeft advifers. He ought to 
know how he flands with the publick, how 
every adion and flep is conftrued, and what 
the people think of matters, before the proof 
comes in a parliament. 'Tis my opinion^ 
that a peace is not fo near, as it may feem. 
I know the hard circumffances the Dytch lie 
under, will make them prefs for the firfl terms, 
that feem any way advantageous. But mat^ 
ters are not at prefent to be tranfa^ted by a 
whifpcr, between two gentlemen of the 
blade 5 and others muft have the fecret com- 
municated 
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lute command, theobftinaqr, therafhnefs, or 
ill judgment of the prince himfclf (tho' ever 
fo much a principal in the cafe, or tho' fingle, 
or by himfelf) can juftify or excufe the leaft 
flaw in a treaty j for which the minifters are 
with their heads to be anfwerable to the peo- 
ple, as by late precedents it has been eftablifli'd. 
Thefe difficulties may eafily fhow a wife mi-* 
nifter, that he has need of very difcerning, 
bold, and honeft friends ; and fuch as are not 
only able by their advice to affift him, but by 
their intereft and credit, be as it were hoflages 
and pledges for him to the publick, and to 
that conceal'd party of fober and honeft men : 
who, as few as they are, and as little noify, 
have a much greater part in the influence of 
aflFairs, than minifters are apt to think j efpe- 
cially thofe minifters, who affeft a high con- 
tempt of coffee houfes and pamphlets. But it's 
time to end my fcrawl, and tell you the chief 
reafon of it over leaf. 

I have been fhamefully tedious about pub- 
lick affairs, but will be fhorter about private \ 
after only afkirtg, how comes it you are not 

in 
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in parliament ? For your own fake perhaps I 
am not fo much concerrt'd ; for I know too 
well what bardfliips He upon one, who wiH 
not be aflaveto a party ;* and fuch men (bou'd 
fce rather referv'd for Ae moft hazardous and 
cailamitoas times, when publick necefBty and 
common danger make dieir merits and opi* 
nion better regarded. But for a good f lord^s 
Cake I am forry you are not there : for tho' 
you may ferve htm lefs invidioufly, and with 
more fatisfaiSHon perhaps to himfelf, in an- 
other ftation J yet he wants thofe in fiich a 
body as the houfe of commons, who are 
friends to his mtnifhy, and yet free to aft for 
tbofe they reprcfent. This I know m^ be 
fliocking in many cafes : and if it be fo, and 
tJie difficulty be invincible, I congratulate 
your efcape ; but condole widi another perfon 
the want t3f a more truly refin'd policy, dian 
I fee is underftood at court. 

♦ He does not mean their care Jbould be in frofeeuting, 
Vjhicb often pronm a vitorfe remedy than the dijeafe i but iy 
conjidering the contents oftbetn, and thereby judging ^ thepn-^ 
timents of the people^ or at leaji of fame party among tbem, 

f Lord treafurer^ 

As 
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As for my affair, it hangs juft as it did; 
The more I leam from all hands, the more I 
fee, and hear, and obferve, the more I in- 
cline, but hope lefs : for if I had not fearsj 
that I am wholly difregarded on the fide of an- 
other fex, I am confident I cou'd go further ia 
prevailing, and fliou'd have better intereft in 
our o\Vn, than any other. I have this reafon> 
that befides a declaration in my favour, with a 
liking of my charafter, family, circumftances^ 
with the profcffion of a fincere friendfliip, 
which has been of long ftanding, and all othei* 
commendations and profeHions that I cou'd 
modeftly wifli or defire, befides all this (I fay) 
I have a merit that no body elfe will rival me 
in, for I wou'd be glad of obtaining upon any 
terms : and that which is fo hard to be parted 
with, is what I feek not either now, or in re- 
verfion* And let Ais be a token to you, that 
I am not cool or indifferent, as you fufpeft 
and reproach me in one of your letters. I 
wou'd with all my foul ingage myfelf this nto^ 
ment to the perfon (were I but lik'd) with a 
renunciation of every thing of intereft or for- 
2 tune> 
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thing of great importance, a fervant of 
mine ftiall come away at any time from 
Chelfey^ to bring what you have to comniu- 
, nicate : or perhaps Mr. Micklethwayt^ who is 
often coming hither (generally once ^ week) 
may be the ccMiveyor ; at leaft he will fend 
it to Chelfeyy or fee it fafe conve/d, if you 
direct him. 

LETTER VIII. 

Thar SIRy Beachwor^^ Jan. 12. 170^-g. 
'Tp HAT you might not be in pain on my 
account j I took the refolution, as foon 
as I had read yours, to fend an aiifwer away 
wiA the fooneft, without waiting die return 
of the poft. So this, which is writ late to- 
high*^ will F hope" come to you to-morfow 
evening by the penny-poft, fince it is to be In 
town before noon; And glad one is of any 
opportunity of a meflenger, fuch as gp by ne- 
ceffity on their own bufinefs, and on foot : 
for our fervants and horfes cannot ftir out of 
tliis bottom, where we are blocked up by the 
G deep 
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deep fnows ; and, what is worfe, the meked 
fiiow now turn'd again by the froft into a 
crufted ice. 

I was already on my journey to the weft, 
with my face (in the Jewijh phrafe) towards 
St. Gileses J but now I am a fojourner here of 
neceiEty. I can neither go backward nor for- 
ward ; nor cou'd I, tho* I were a robuft man : 
but as a tender one, I know not what will be- 
come of me, or my affairs. For no body's 
affairs ever required their prefence more than 
mine do at this time, and have done this good 
while in the country. 

But now, as to what you write to me of 
your being in concern for, on my account, 
you need fear no refentment or reproach from 
me on that fcore. I have that intire depen* 
dance on my friend, that I can always conmiit 
my affairs and fecrets to him as pleni|)oten- 
tiary 5 and where I have once given my heart 
(allow a lover to fpeak in lover's language) I 
can eafily intruft my intereft. You have long 
.had my heart, €ven before I knew you per^ 

Ibnally. 
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fonaDy. ' For the holy and truly pious rtiant 
who reveal'd the greateft of myfteries 5 he, 
who with a truly generous loVe to mankind 
and his country, pointed outthey?^^ of Den-^ 
mark to other ftates, and prophefy'd of the 
things highlieft important to the growing age : 
he, I fay, had already gain'd me as his fworn 
friend, before he was fo kind as to make 
friendfhip reciprocal, by his acquaintance and 
cxprefs'd efteem. So that you may believe it 
no extraordinary tranfition in me, from mak* 
ing you in truth my oracle in publick affairs, 
to make you a thorough confident in my pri- 
vate. All therefore, that I am concern'd for, 
in this bold attempt of yours, is for your own 
fake J left your partiality to me, fliou'd have 
made you too forward in fliowing what was 
not fo worthy of being feen as you imagine, 
and people are apt to think fuch things are 
from defign. For my own part, I cou'd not 
but wonder with myfelf a great while (for I 
cou'd with difficulty recolle<ft) what kind of 
a letter I had writ you : and it is really a 
folemn law, which. I impofe on myfelf in re- 
fpcftof my near friends, never to write but with 

Gz the 
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£ck's iake) as for my own (in real Icfve an4 
obligation to him) I will not indulge myfeK* 
in any refpefl: ; but be a eourtier to my ut- 
moft, and fee him often at St James's j Keth- 
Jington^ Wind/or^ or wherever he is* Only 
my health will not bear with any kind of at- 
tendance in winter-time, when I amforc'd to 
attend upon myfelf ; and by that care, and 
fparing of myfelf, have recovered (when by 
nothing elfe I couM) out of the moft languifh- 
ing condition for three or four years : for 
if^rhich I have endur'd (and muft enfdure it 
feans, b^catife di the fingularity of my dif- 
temper) the judgment of the wortd, as onte 
fantaftical and fpknetick. But my near 
friends, thofe of all hours, and that fee me 
in all circumftances, can beft witnefs for me 
as to that : tho' perhaps, now they are for 
advancing me in matrimony, they may mag- 
nify my bodily eftate, at the hazard of that 
of my mind, which is lefs (they think) a fair 
lady's concern. But I like not the ftratagem, 
and defire to appear in truth what I am j oilly 
if I am more careful of my health agaihft the 
time of fuch an ingagement, I may be the 
O 3 txwre 
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more excused : and indeed it is but after aH 
what is neceflary to prefcrve me, if I am 
worth preferving for any good I can do the 
publick, or my friends. Never any one 
cou'd more jufUy a(k that leave, whidi yoa 
yourfelf afk of me, 

* Mgrotare timentiy &c. 

And therefore, I hope as foon as the hardeft 
of die winter has fpent itfelf (which is fpend- 
ing apace) I {hall return, 

f Cum zephyrisjji concedes^ ^ hirundine prima. 
Forgive this habit of long letters, which you 
have encoyrag'd, I reft 

Faithfidly yours^ 

Shaftesbury, 



L E T T E R IX. 

Dear S I R^ St, Gilefs^ Feb, 21. 1 708-9. 

TT O W fliajl I fufEciently acknowledge the 

kind fervices you have lately done me ? 

You may well fay indeed, that you love not 

• fioTnUh* I. Bf* t% ««rt 4* f Ibid, ver* 13. 

t9 



d by Google 



( I^J ) 

io J» things hy halves. I am fure you are art . 
intire friend ; and I am not furpriz'd to find 
you fo : for when my acquaintance with you 
was only upon publick affairs, I never found 
you a half-patriot. We were then fellow-fuf- 
ferers, for being y3 wholly what we pretended : 
and the world, I believe, has made us but 
little amends fmce. 'Tis pleafant to imagine, 
that, if we have met with better fortune, it 
has been by means of one another. Wou'd 
I cou'd make it indeed thoroughly reciprocal ! 
for, on my fide, I may truly fay, that the firft 
turning of the flream, which had run againft 
me, was by your hand ; and in the moft def- 
perate cafe (which was the injury I receiv'd 
in an injur'd friend) you inflantly fet all right 5 
and what I had with pain, and trouble, and all 
manner of ill ufage, been foliciting for many 
years, you accomplifli'd for me in a few 
weeks, and gave me my firfl friend at court. 
After this miracle, I have had faith enough to 
think you might do any thing. Indeed I did 
not think you cou*d have conquer'd fnows 
and frofts, and have brav'd the hardefl winter- 
weather. Yet 'twas in this feafon that you 
G 4 made 
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frknds and Relations ; I am now really ne^ 
ceffit^ted to lay them by, for no body wantt 
little ^wnufemehts more than I do. And tho* 
on account of my mind I cou'd boaft perhaps^ 
that, in the greateft folitude, I cou'd vie with 
^y one for eaie and chearfulneis ; yet fincf 
the change that happened in my health, lam 
not able to apply as formerly j nor even ftudy 
^bove an hour at a time, or hardly as much 
more in a ^ole day. And I, who had goi^ 
thro' the diverilons and entertainment of fome 
courts, and foreign countries, and in the cont- 
pany of ladies, without ever once playing at 
cards, or knowing any fuch thing as play ; 
Pm of late become a card-player with the 
women, and am better qualify'd for chat wiA 
them, than for fpeeches in a parliament or 
works in a ftudy. Thus moft things have 
their convenience and inconvenience, 'Tis 
certain, that in many refpefts I may be faid 
to make a better hufband now, that my hands 
are ty'd ; than I fliou'd have done, if I had 
been left to aft to the utmoft of my ftrcngth 
in politicks. There is a felfifhnefs in the love 
•^t is paid a wife, and in the attendance on a 

familyji 
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But to come to praSice after my do<Srinc, 
you may depend upon it, I will not be long 
'ere I return again to you : and tho' after a 
long abfence, and the death of an old fer- 
vant who had all my affairs here in his hands, 
I have found things in great diforder, I fhou'd 
value no lofs of this kind. The weather feems 
now to break : and if the roads (as in a fort- 
night or three weeks they may be) become 
paflable, and the weather tolerable, IwiUfoon 
come and make my fecond attempt, with all 
the ftrength of friends that I can make on my 
fide. And if I can but have the leaft kind 
help from within the place, we may be able to 
carry it. 

'Tis a fad cafe for fuch a one as I am, to 
bang in fufpence in an affair of this kind, 
where I am fo paiSonately engag'd. I find it 
worfe perhaps than another, becaufe I am fo 
ws'd to have my head free for publick affairs 
and thoughts of a larger kind. But I proteft, 
tho* I have twenty things to fay to you about 
the publick, I can't come out with one. 

Forgivo 
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Forgive me I beg you, and place it to the ac- 
count of that aeal I have in an affair, you 
Have thus forwarded, and is in your hands i 
^ is intirely 

Tot4r cbUg^dfriendy 

Shaftesburit* 

LETTER X* 

Dear SIR^ St. Giles" Sy March 7. 1 7o8-9t 

T Shou'd indeed have been concerned very 
much at your filence, had I not known of 
your health by your friends and mine, with 
whom you lately din'd. I fear'd your conftitu- 
tion wou'd fuffer by this extremity of wea- 
ther, we have had. The town-fmoke, I 
think, is no addition to this evil in your re- 
fpeft : but with me it wou'd have been de- 
ftru£Hon. The happinefs of a moft healthy 
and warm^ as well as a pleafant fituation, 
where I am, and which I may really praife 
beyond any I have known in England^ has pre- 
ferv'd me in better health this winter, than I 

cou'd 



d by Google 



C tog j 

tovi'd have imagined. And I defign to profit 
of the ftock I have laid up, and come foon 
where I niay have the happinefs of converfing 
with you. But now you have led me into the 
talk of friendihip, and have fo kindly expof-^ 
tulated with me about my thanks, let me in 
my turn cxpoftulate too about your excufes for 
your letters, or even for your omiffion. I well 
know you wou*d not forget me, were there 
any thing that friendfhip requir'i For the 
seft^ friendfliip requires that we Ihou'd be 
€afy, and make each other fo. 'Tk an in« 
juftice to a real friend, to deny one's feif die 
being lazy, when one has a mind to it. I 
have profe&'d to you, that I take that liberty 
myfelf, and wou'd ufe it if there were ocw 
cafion. But befides other inequalities diat are 
between us, over and above thofe you reckoa'd 
up ; confidcr that, together with my fi*lllei- 
/ure ackd rest^eat here in the country (by wbicb 
means I have choice of hours to write when 
I fancy) I have alfo a fecret and private in- 
lereft that puihes me forward to be writing, to 
you^ as often and as much as I can. I am 
aihao^'d thing;s ibou'd flani fo unequally be- 

twcea 
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IV^een us : for you have not yet had a fair 
trial) what a correfpondent I ihou'd prove up- 
on equal terms, nor can I impute a fingle 
letter of mine to mere friendfhip. But I am 
more afham'd ftill, when I, who fliou'd make 
excufes, am forc'd to receive 'em. See if you 
are not over-generous ! for any one, befidfes 
yourfelf, wou'd be apt to ufe a little raillery 
with a man in my circumftances j that had 
fuch an affair depending, and wholly in your 
hands. But I find you have too much gal- 
lantry, as well as friendfhip, to take the leaft 
advant^e of a lover ; and are willing to place 
more to the account of friendfhip, than I can 
fuffer without blufliing. However, be fecurc 
of this ; that when you take intentions in* 
ftead of fafts, you can never impute more to 
me in the way of friendfhip, than I really de- 
ferve. And if I have not yet had the oc- 
cafion, of proving myfelf as I wou'd do to 
you in this refpefl: ; I am fatisfy'd, if the oc- 
cafion offer'd, you wou'd not find me remifi, 
Li the mean time, pray ufe me with more in- 
*dulgence, and fhow me that you can ufe me 
as a friend, by writing only when you have a 

fancy. 
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fancy, and no more than you have a fancy 
for. You can't imagine what a favour 1 
fhou'd take it, to receive a fhorter and a 
worfe letter from you, than you wou'd write 
perhaps to any friend you had in the world 
befides. 'Tisalawl fet myfelf with my near 
and intimate friends, to write in every hu- 
mour, or negleft writing as I fancy : and 
from this fettled negligence I grow a right 
correfpondent, and write when 1 fcarce think 
of it, by making thus free with thofe I write 
to. If you will take my humour as it runs, you 
fhall have hearty thanks too into the bargain, 
for taking it off at this rate. Let me but 
have a fmall fcrap or fcrawl (three or four 
lizes below the firft of your letters, after the 
late conference) and I fhall think myfelf not 
only favourably, but kindly and friendly dealt 
with. 

* Nardi parvus onyx eliciet cadum. 

The truth is, I long for another fuch precious 
fcarp, as I had after your firft attempt for me ; 
that if you are as fuccefsful in a fecond, and 

• Hqt* Lib* 4* Oi. 12, vir, z/, 

find 
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fiOt allow virtue to he 2l mere name. Let whd 
will defpife friendfliip, or deny a fodal prin- 
ciple J they will, if they are any thing inge* 
nuous, be urg'd one time or another to con- 
fefc the power of, it : and if they enjoy it not 
themfelves, will admire or envy it in others. 
And when they have inverted the whole mat- 
ter of life, and made friendfliips, and ac- 
quaintances, and alliances, ferve only as a 
means to the great and fole end of intereft ; 
they will find by certain tokens within their 
own breafts, that they are ihort of their true 
and re^ interefls of life j for this is in reality. 

Propter vitam Vivendi perdere caufas* 

Your judgment too, of the firft of the parts 
in the ftory of friendfliip, is in my opinion 
perfectly juft. My natural ambition in friend- 
fliip, made me wifli to be the poor man rather 
of the two : tho' fince I have lately had to 
deal with a rich one, I have wifli'd often to 
change parts ; and keeping the wealth I have, 
wou'd fain have my old friend to be heartily 
poor, and accordingly make an experiment of 
me by fuch a legacy. But I am afraid, he 
H hardly 
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hardly thinks me capable of accepting of \it • 
or if he did, I know not whether he wout4. 
think the more favourably of me. Mine is a 
hard cafe indeed, when I am on one fide o- 
blig'd to a<a fo difinterefsM a part ; and yet 
muft be careful on the other fide, left for not 
loving money, Ifhou'dbe thought an ill fon-in- 
law, and unfit to be iritrufted with any thing. 
Thus you fee I mix love and philofophy : and 
fo I (hou'd politicks and publick affairs with 
private, if my place at this time was not the 
country, and yours the town. However, I 
can't forbear intreating you to fend me word, 
whether the propofal about * Dunkirk was 
from our friend in the miniftry or not ? for I 
heard he diflik'd it, or feem'd to do fo ; and 
for the laft there may be good reafon, as he is a 
ftatefman : for the former, I can fee none, 
but am rather inclin'd to think, that as a ge- 
nerous and true ftatefman, he had for many 
reafons (in refpeft of foreign and home af- 
fairs) contrived that the propofal fhou'd feem 

* *rhe demolijhing of its fortifications and ruining of its 
harbour, which was firfi proposed in the unsccomplifi' d treaties 
^/-6tf Hague and Gertruydenburg, 1703, 

to 
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to have its rife from a popular heat ; rather 
than from the cabinet council, and as a deli- 
berate thought. But if my own thought of it 
be fond, 'tis in the way of friendfhip ftill : 
for I cou'd wifh a friend the happinefs of be* 
ing author of every publick good, that was 
poffible for him, and not to be a hindrance or 
obftruftion to any. 

To conclude, one word about my private 
affair, and I ha* done for this time. I beg 
you, when you have been your vifits, and 
made your utmoft effort to fee what founda- 
tion I may hope for, you wou'd write me a 
line inftantly. For tho' I have private affairs 
of fome confequence, that fhou'd keep me 
here at leaft a month or fix weeks longer, I 
will de(^ife all of that kind : and, now the 
roads are piflable and weather tolerable, will 
come up at a week's warning ; if a man who 
loves and admires is known, tho' never feen, 
can poffibly be favor'd, or thought to defervc. 
For if fo, the caufe is nobler, and there is a 
better foundation for afting boldly. 

AdteUy Adieu* 
H2 LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 

Dear S I R, Beachworth, June 3. 1709. 

7TpIS now long fincel had fix'd my thoughts 
on nothing, but the happinefs of feeing 
you ; and profiting of thofe advantages, which 
the perfedeft friendfhip, with the greateft 
addrefs, and. indefatigable pains, bad com- 
pafs'd in my behalf. There was nothing I 
might not have hop'd from fuch a foundation 
^ you had laid : and all the enchantments in 
the world cou'd not have held proof, had my 
fad fate allow'd me but to have foUow'd my 
guide, and executed what my general had fo 
ably defign'd. But not a ftar, but has been 
my enemy. I had hardly got over the un- 
natural winter, but with all the zeal imagin- 
able I difpatch'd my affairs, and came up from 
the weft, thinking to furprize you by a vifit. 
The hurry I came away in, and the fatigue 
of more than ordinary bufmefs, I was forc'd 
to difpatch that very morning I fet out, join'd 
with the ill weather which rcturn'd again upon 

my 
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my journey, threw me into one of my ill fits 
of the 4fthmay and almoft killM me on the 
road. After a few weeks I got this over, and 
my hopes revived : and laft week I went to 
Chelfey^ paid my vifit next day to the old man, 
found him not at home, refolv'd to redouble 
my vifits, and once more endeavour to move 
him. But the winds return'd to their old 
quarter, I had London fmoke on me for a day 
or two J grew extremely ill with it, and was 
forc'd to retire hither, where I have but juft 
recover'd breath. 

What fliall I do in fuch a cafe ? To trou- 
ble you furdier, I am alham'd ; afliam'd too, 
that I fhou'd have pufh'd fuch an affair, to 
which my ftrength was fo little fuitable : and 
yet afliamM to defift, after what I have done, 
and the vaft trouble I have put you to. But 
fortune has at length taught me that leffon of 
philofophy, to know myfelf^ my conftitution I 
mean : for my mind (in this refpeft at leaft) 
I know full wejl. And I wilh in all other 
things I cou'd be as unerring and perfedl, as I 
have been in this affair ; in which I am cer- 
H 3 tain 
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tain no anAition, or thought of intereft, has 
had any part : though it may look as if all 
my aim had been fortune, and not the perfon 
and charafter of the lady, as I have pretended. 
But in this I dare almoft fay with afTurance, 
you know my heart. Whether the lady does, 
or ever will, God knows : for I have fcarce 
the heart left to tell it her, had I the opportu- 
nity. 

So much for my fad fortune. 

I hope however to be at Chelfey again in a 
few days, and I long for thehappinefs of fee- 
ing you there : for I have no hopes of being 
able to wait on you at your lodgings. 

If the Queen goes foon to Windfor^ I hope 
foon to fee the great man, our friend ; whom 
I can eafier vifit there, than at 5/. Jameses. 
He^has been fo kind to enquire after me with 
particular favour, and has fent nie a kind 
meflage in relation to publick affairs^ 
lam^ Dear S I Ry 
Your moft obliged friendy 
and faithful humble fervanty 

Shaftesbury^ 
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LET T E R XII. 

My dear friend^ Chelfey^ June 15. 1709. 
T W A S this day to wait again on my old 

lord. I found him as civil and obliging as 
ever. But when I came to make mention of 
my affair, I found the fubjeft was uneafy to 
him. I did but take occafion, when he fpoke 
in praife of my little houfe and ftudy , to tell 
him I built it in a different view from what his 
lordfhip knew me to have of late : for I had 
then (I told him) no thoughts beyond a fingle 
life. I wou'd have added, that fmce I was un- 
happy in my firft ofFer, and had turn'd my 
thoughts as I had lately done, when I flat- 
ter'd myfelfin the hopes of his favour, I cou'd 
no longer enjoy the place or his neighbour- 
hood, with the fatisfadlion I had done before. 
But I found he was deaf on this ear. He 
feemed to exprefs all the uneafmefs that cou'd 
be, and I cou'd go no further. I fee there is no 
hope left for me. If he thought any one 
fincere, I believe I might be as likely as any 
H 4 one 
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one to be trufted by him. But I am afraid he 
thinks but the worfe of me, for pretending to 
value his daughter as I do : and for protefting, 
that I wou'd be glad to take her without a 
farthing, prefent or future ; and yet fettle all 
I have, as I have ofFer'd him. He will not 
eafily find fuch a friend and fon in-law ; one 
that has fuch a regard for him and his. 

But fo it muft be. He may fuiFer perhaps 
as well as I. There is no help for this, when 
men are too crafty to fee plain ; and too in- 
terefted,. to fee tKeir real friends and Intereft. 
I fliall foon fhew my fmcerity in one refpeft, 
if I live : for fmce I cannot have the Woman 
1 have feen and lik'd, I may determine per- 
haps on one I have never feen ; and take a 
lady for a charafter only without a fortune 
(which I want not) fmce you and other friends 
are fo kindly importunate, and prefEng, on 
this concern of mine. 

But of this more when I fee you next, with 
Z thoufand acknowledgments and thanks, for 
the thorough friendihip you have ihown ; and 

what 
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what IS fo truly friendfliip, that I almoft think 
I injure it, when I fpeak of thanks and ac- 
knowledgments. 

You will have me take all of this kind in 
another manner : and therefore on the fame 
foot, I expeft you fhould take all that I have 
done or ever can do, without ceremony, and 
as 

Tour faithful friendy 
and humble fervant J 

Shaftesbury; 

LETTER XIII. 

My dear friend^ Beachworthj July 19. 1709. 

T CAN hardly be reconcil'd to you, for 
faying fo much as you have done, to ex- 
prefs your concern for the difappointment of 
my grand affair. I am not fo ill a friend, 
nor have liv'd fo little in the world, as not to 
know by experience, that a difappointment in 
a friend*S concern, is often of more trouble 
to one, than in one's own* And I was fo 
a iatisfy*d 
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fatisfy'd this was your cafe, that I was willing 
to diminifh the lofs, and make as flight of it 
as poflible; the better to comfort you, and 
prevent, your being too much concerned at 
what had happen'd. As to the fortune, I 
might fincerely have done it ; but as to the 
lady, I own the lofs is gneat enough : for be- 
fides her charaSer and education, fhe was the 
firft I turn'd my thoughts upon, after the pro^ 
mife you had .drawn from me the year before ; 
when you join'd with fome friends of mine, 
in kindly preffing me to think of the continu- 
ance of a family. Methinks now, I might 
be acquitted, after this attempt I have made. 
But you have taken occafion from the ill 
fuccefs of it, to prove how much more ftill 
you are my friend, in defiring to make the 
moft of me, while I live, and keep what you 
can of me for memory-fake afterwards. This 
is the kindeft part in the world : and I can't 
bring myfelf fo much as to fuppofe a poffibility 
of your flattering me. I have an eafy faith in 
friendfliip. My friends may difpofe of me as 
they pleafe, when they thus lay claiifi to me : 
and whilfl: they find me of any ufe to them, 

or 
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or think I have any power ftill to ferve man- 
kind or my country, in fuch a fphere as is yet 
left for me ; I can live as happy in a crazy 
ftate of health, and out of the way of pleafures 
and diverfions, as if I enjoy'd them in the 
higheft degree. If marriage can be fuitable 
to fuch a circumftance of life, I am content 
to engage. I muft do my beft, to render it 
agreeable to thofe I engage with : and my 
choice, I am fenfible, ought for this reafon to 
be as you have wifely prefcrib'd for me. I muft 
refolve to facrifice other advantages, to obtain 
what is principal and effential in my cafe. 

What other people will fay of fuch a match, 
I know not ; nor what motive they will affign 
for it, when intereft is fet afide. Love, I fear, 
will be fcarce a tolerable pretence in fuch a 
one as I am : and for a family, I have a bro- 
ther ftill alive, whom I may have ftill fome 
hopes of. What a weaknefs then wou'd it be 
thought in me, to marry with little or no for- 
tune, and not in the higheft degree of quality 
neither ? Will it be enough that I take a 
breeder out of a good family, with a right 

education. 
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education, fit for a mere wife ; and with no 
advantages but fimple innocence, modefty, 
and t^e plain qualities of a good mother, and 
a good nurfe ? This is as little the modern 
relifh, as that old fafhion'd wife of Horace^Sy 

* Sabina qualisy aut ftrufta folibus 
Pernicis uxor Apptdi. 

Can you or my friends, who prefs me to this, 
bear me out in it ? See, if with all the no- 
tions of virtue (which you, more than any 
one, have help'd to propagate in this a^e) it 
be poffible to make fuch an affair pafs toler- 
able in the world ! The experiment, however 
fhall be made, if I live out this fummer : and 
you fliall hear me fay, as the old batchelor in 
the Latin Menander^ with a little alteration, 

f Etji hoc moleftum, — atque alienum a vita 

mea 
Videtur \ ft vos taniopere iftuc voltisj fat. 

* Efod, 2, ver, 41, 

t Terent. Adelf. AQ, 5. Sc* 8. ver, tl- 

You 
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You fee upon what foot of friendfhip I treat 
you. Judge whether it be neceflary for you 
hereafter to fay fo much in order to convince 
me, what a friend you are : and for my own 
part, I have reduc'd you, I am confident, to 
the neceflity of believing me, even the moft 
infincere of all men, or the moft faithfully 
Your friend and humble fervant^ 

Shaftesbury. 

I mifs'd our great friend, when I was laft to 
vifit him at ^t. yames's. I intend for Wind- 
for very foon, if I am able, 

LETTER XIV. 

DearSlry Reygate in Surrey^ Nov. i. 1709. 
TF I have had any real joy in my new ftate, 

it was then chiefly when I receiv'd yours, 
that wifli'd it me. The two or three friends, 
whom, befides yourfelf, I pretend to call by 
that name, were fo much parties to the affair, 
and fo near me, that their part of congratula- 
tion 
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tion was in a manner anticipated. Happiljr 
you were at a good diftance, and point de vucy 
to fee right : for as little truft as I allow to the 
common friendfhip of the world, lam fo pre- 
fumptuous in this cafe of a near and intimate 
friend j that inftead of miftrufting their af- 
feftion, I am rather afraid of its rendering 
them too partial. The intereft and part, which 
I believe them ready to take in my concern, 
makes me wifh 'em fometimes to fee me (as 
they (hou'd do themfelves) from a diftance, 
and in a lefs favourable light. So that al- 
though I have had Godfathers to my match, I 
have not been confirnid till I had your appro- 
bation : and though (thank God) I have had 
faith to believe myfelf a good Chriftian, with- 
out Epifcopal confirmation j I fhould have 
thought myfelf an ill hufband, and but half 
marry'd, if I had not receiv'd your concluding 
fentence and friendly blefling. In good earneft 
(for to you I am not afham'd to fay it) I have 
for many years known no other pleafure, or 
intereft, or fatisfadiion, in doing any thing j 
but as I thought it right, and what became me 
to my friends and country. Not that I think, 

I 
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I had the lefs pleafure for this reafon ; but 
honefty will always be thought a melancholy 
thing to thofe, who go but half way into the 
reafcn of it ; and are honeft by chance, or by 
force of nature, not by reafon and convicSion. 
Were I to talk of marriage, and forc'd to 
fpeak my mind plainly, and without the help 
of humour or raillery ; I Ihou'd doubtlefs of- 
fend the moft part of fober marry'd people, and 
the ladies chiefly : for I fliou'd in reality think 
I did wonders, in extolling the happinefs of 
my new ftate, and the merit of my wife in 
particular 5 by faying, that 1 verily thought my^ 
felf as happy a man now as ever. And is not 
that fubjeft enough of joy ! What wou'd a 
man of fenfe wifh more ? For my own part, 
if I find any fincere joy, it's becaufe I pro- 
mis'd myfelf no other, than the fatisfaftion of 
my friends ; who thought my family worth 
preferving, and myfelf worth nuHing in an 
indifferent crazy ftate, to which a wife (if a 
real good one) is a great help. Such a one I 
have found : and if by her help or care, I can 
regain a tolerable fhare of health j you may 
be fure it will be employed as you defire, 

fince 
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that comes to : for fincerely it depends on that 
alone. As proudly as I have carry'd myfelf to 
other miniftersjt I cou'd as willingly pafs a 
morning waiting at his levee, as any where 
elfe in the world. 

When 
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When laft I was with him at WindfoTj you 
may be fure, I cou'd not omit fpeaking to him 
of yourfeE The time I had with him Was 
much intemiptcd by company. I know 
nothow my intareft, on fuch afootasthisi is 
like to grow : but I am certain it ihaU not 
want any cultivating, whidi an honeft man, 
and in my circumftances, can poffibly beftow 
upon it If he haS) or comes to have any 
good opihlon of my capacity or knowledge^ 
he muft withal regard me in the choice I make 
of friends. And if it happens, as fortu*- 
nately as it has dcme, that the chirf friend I 
have, and the firft whom I confider in pub« 
lick affairs, was {nrevioufly his own acquain- 
tance and prov'd friend ; one wouM think, be 
ihpu^d afterwards come to fet a higher value 
vpoo him : and iince he cannot have one al- 
ways near him, who gladly wou'd be fo j he 
will oblige another, who is willing and able. 
And in reality, if at this time your coming 
op depends only on his wifh (as you tell me) 
and the commands he may have for you i I 
(hall much wonder if he forgets the advantage, 
I or 
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or thinks he can difpcnfe with your prefettce 
atfuchatime. 

Your charaSer of lord Wharton is very ge- 
nerous. I am glad to hear fo well of him. If 
ever I expedted any publick good, where vir- 
tue was wholly funk, 'twas in his charafter : 
the moft myfterious of any in my account, 
for this reafon. But I have fecn many proofs 
of this monftrous compound in him, of the 
very worft and beft. A thoufand kind thanks 
to you in my own and fpoufe's name, for your 
kind thoughts of feeing us. I add only my re- 
peated fervice and good wifhes, as 

Tour old and faithful friendy 

And obliged humble fervant^ 

Shaftesbury. 
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Two Letters Jrom Sir John 
Cropley. 

LETTER L 

DearSIRy 

MY lord Shaftesbury has defied me, to 
make you his excufe at this time ; and 
I am fure when I tell you what hinders him, 
you will be more pleasM with a letter from 
me, than with any you have ever had from 
him. However, I know in a poft or two he 
will do it himfelf ; and tell you he is come 
acquainted with a perfon that has every quali- 
fication, but equality of fortune, to make her 
a fuitable match. I believe no man ever had 
a furer profpe^ of his own and family^s hap- 
pinefs. I am only concerned that fo good a 
friend as you, are not here, to be that way a 
partaker with myfelf of this; and my lord 
laments it himfelf as much* His health, 
which is our beft article, is become fo good 
this weather, that he has been able to make 
I 2 his 
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3uid keep yoix from dcing this in the bfeft Way 5 
yet I hope,. in ycftir cprre^ndin^ with my 
lord treafurer, you will remember this by the 
very firft opportunity. My lord Shaftesbury 
is now at Beachworth. I fhall be with him 
to-morrow : and Mr. JlScjtUthwfiytj who is 
now here, will have me add his humble re*- 
fpe&s. I can fay, no man is with greater 
fkithfttineis, gratitude, and refpe^l, tlian my*> 
felf, 

JDeor S IRy 

four moft htmble and 

nufft ebtdUnt firvantj 

tUd-Lyon Square^ J. CuoPLEy, 

16th 0/ Jugu/t. 

I won't pretend to give you news, but Mid 
fays we have none. I bfeg my beft refpa^ 
and good wiflies to your fons. 

I3 LETTER 
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LETTER IL 

Dear S J Ry OSfoher the 6th* 

'T* H E marris^c of oxir friend muft be my 
excufe, for no fooner acknowledging fo 
kind a letter, as I about that time receiv'd 
from. you. But really, as private and as little 
to do as there was done in it, yet it gave me 
more bufmefs than I expefted. You muft 
long *ere this kndw, that his lady is a daughter 
of Mr. Ewer of Hertford/hire^ where that fa- 
mily have been feated ever fince /foirjrthe 
7th's time. I gave you, I remember, a pretty 
full account of all, but her name, in my 
ietter : fo that I will only now fay of it, that 
I believe no man ever had a wife, that his own 
life and happinefs wou'd go on more the fame, 
and undifturb'd in all parts of it, than he has. 
My lord, by going too foon unto his Reygate 
houfe, got a fevere cold ; but he's fo perfe£Uy 
recovered, as to be much better than I have 
feen him in fome years paft. You wou'd now 
be as much rejoic'd, and indeed furpriz'd, to 

fee 
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fee the good figns of health In him ; as you 
were concern'd^ in feeing him laft at Chelfey. 
The change is fo great, that I don't doubt 
but the publick too, one way or other, will 
have good figns of it. My lord treafurer has 
moft kindly writ to congratulate him j and 
my lord has writ a letter in anfwer, with more 
perfonal honour and efteem, than I am fare 
he ever writ a minifter before. By the way, 
now T am fpeaking of compliments, on this 
occafion I hear a certain perfon, at your lord * 
lieutenant's, gave a pretty odd account of the 
lady, or rather of my lord ; by faying, fhe 
was far from being young. Indeed if that had 
been wanting in any match, it wou'd have 
made it a fad affair. But fhe is but twenty. 
So I can't but fancy, fome odd wrong perfon 
muft have been nam'd for him : or is it not a 
feature of the old leaven, a breaking out of 
fome old TVhtggifmj for paft fins committed, 
that can never be forgiven ? And this was 
more ftrange, to make fuch a deliberate aft 
of his, and that he was fo difficult to be 
brought to, pafs for a fuddcn rafh one, when 

♦ Jt lord WbartouV. 

I 4 youth 
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youth Wis dib taken away. But feme are 
fo keen and envious of chara<9:ers, as to be 
fometimes pretty prepofterous in dieir £:heiiies 
to defame by. My lord is now with me, and 
Mjoins me to ^ve you his moft faidtful re- 
fpe&s and thafdcs, for aH your kind concern 
and good mfhes. I am with unfeign'd reipeft 
and fmcerity, 

Dfar SIR^ 

Tour mrftfaithfuly obedient 9 

hwnbUfervanty 
J. Croplby. 



d by Google 



A 

LET T E R 

Sent from ITALY, 

With the Notion of the Judgment of 
Hercules, &c. 

T O 

My Lord * * * ♦ 



■' Ante omnia Mujat. 

Virg. Georg. Lib. 'u^ 
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A 

LETTER 

T O 

My Lord * * * ♦ 

Sent with the Notion of the Hiftortcal Draught 
of the Judgment of Hercules. 

My Lord, 

THIS letter comes to your lordfhip, 
accompany'd with a fmall writing in- 
titled a Notion : for fuch alone can that 
piece defervedly be call'd, which afpires no 
higher than to the forming of a project j and 
that too in fo vulgar a fcience as painting. 
But whatever the fubjeft be, if it can prove 
any way entertaining to you, it will fufficiently 
anfwer my defign. And if poffibly it may 
have that good fuccefs, 1 ihou'd have no or- 
dinary opinion of my projeft j fmce I know 
how hard it wou*d be to give your lordfhip a 

real 
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real entertainment by any thing which was 
not in fome refpe£l worthy and ufefuL 

On this account I muft, by way of preven- 
tion, inform your lordfhip, that after I had 
conceh^d my Notion fuch as you fee it up- 
on p^er, I was not contented with this, but 
fell diredUy to work ; and by die hand of a 
mafter-painter, brought it intopra^u^y zoi 
form'd a real defign. This wp not enough, 
1 refolv'd afterwards to fee what efFcft it wou'd 
have, when taken out of mere black-and- 
white, into colours : and thus a Jketch was 
afterwards drawn. This pleasM fo well, that 
being incourag'd by the virtuofi^ who are fo 
eminent in this part of the world, I refolv'd 
at laft to engage my painter in the great 
work. Inunediately a cloth was belpoke of a 
fuitable dimenfion, and the figures taken as 
big or bigger than the conunon life \ the fub- 
je6l being of th^ heroick kind, and requiring 
rather fuch figures as ihou'd appe^ above (or- 
dinary human ftature. 

Thus 
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Thus my Notion, as light as It may prove 
in the tredtifiy is become very fubftantial in 
the W9rk7nanjbip. The piece is ftill in hand ; 
and like to continue fo for fome time. Other- 
wife the firft draught or defign fhou'd fcave 
accompany'd the treatifc j as the treatife does^ 
tills letter. But die dejign having grown thu* 
into ajketchy and the (ketch afterwards into it 
pi^uri ; I thought it fit your lordfliip fhou'd 
either fee the feveral pieces together, or be 
troubled dnly with that which was the beft 5 ai 
undoubtedly the great one muft prove, if the 
mailer 1 fcmploy finks not very much below 
himfelf ih this performance. 

Far furely fliou'd I be, my \otiy from con- 
ceiving any vanity or pride in amufements of 
fiieh an inferior kind as theie ; efpecially 
were they fuch as di6y may naturally at firft 
fight appear. I pittend hot here to a^logize 
either for /^^m^ orfor;«y^^. Yourlordlhip 
however knows, I have naturally ambition 
enou^ to mdte me defirous of employing my- 
ifM in bufiojrft of a higher order : fince it has 

been 
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been my fortune in publick affairs to aft often 
in concert with you, and in the fame views, 
<m the intereft of Europe and mankind. 
There was a time, and that a very early one 
of my life, when I was not wanting to my 
country, in this refpeft. But after fome 
years of hearty labour and pains in this kind 
of workmanfhip, an imhappy breach in 
my health drove me not only from the 
feat of bufinefs, but fbrc'd me to feek thefe 
foreign climates ; where, as mild as the 
winters generally are, I have with much ado 
liv'd out this latter-one ; and am now, as your 
lordihip finds, employing myfelf in fuch eafy 
fiudies as are moft fuitable to my ftate of 
health, and to the genius of the country ^ 
where I am confin'd. 

This in the mean time I can, with fome 
aflurance, fay to your lordfhip in a kind of 
fpirit of prophecy, from what I have obferv'd 
of the rifing genius of our nation, that if we 
live to fee a peace any way anfwerable to that 
generous fpirit with which this war was be- 
gun, and carry'd on, for our own liberty and 

that 
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that of Europe ; the figure we are like to 
make abroad, and the increafe of knowledge, 
induftry and fenfe at home, will render 
united Britain the principal feat of arts ; 
and by her politenefs and advantages in this 
kind, will fhew evidently, hoV much fhe 
owes to thofe counfels, lyhich taught her to 
exert herfdf fo refolutely in behalf of the 
common caufe^ and that of her own liberty ^ and 
hzppy conftitutiony neceflarily included. 

I can my fdf remember the time, when, in 
refpeft of Musick, our reigning tafte was 
in many degrees inferior to the French. The 
long reign of luxury and pleafure'under king 
Charles the fecond, and the foreign helps 
and ftudy'd advantages given to mufick in a 
following reign, cou'd not raife our genius the 
leaft in this refpeft. But when the fpirit of 
the nation was grown more frecy tho' en- 
gaged at that time in the fierceft war, and 
. with the moft doubtful fuccefs, we no fooner 
began to turn ourfelves towards mujiciy and 
inquire what Italy in particular produced, 
. than in an inftant wc outlhrip'd our xieigh- 
. ' hours 



d by Google 



( H4 ) 

boursthc Fuekch, enter'd into a genius far 
beyond theirs, and rais'd ourfelves an ^ary 
zndi judgment J not inferior to the beft now m 
the world. 

In the fam6 mslnner, as to Painting* 
Tho' we have as yet notihing oS our own na-» 
tive growth in this kihd worthy of being 
mentioned ; yet (ince the piiblick has of late 
begun to exjprefe areliflifor ingravirigs, draw* 
ings, copyings, and for the original paintings 
of the diirf ItaUaH fi:^Dok, (fo comrary to 
the modarn French) I doubt not that, in very 
few ye^s, We ftedl make an «qual pmgr^B in 
this other fcicnce. And when our humotir 
turns u!s to cuhiv^Uie thefe deligning arts, our 
gentus, I am perfuaded, will naturally carry 
us over the (lighter amufements, and lead Us 
to that hi^er, 'more ferious, and noble ptit 
of imitation^ which relates to hifimjy ifumitn 
neiture^ irid the chief degree er arder ^Bb autv ; 
I mean that of die rational life^ diftfoiA frofh 
the merely vegetahlet^ifenjibky as in anidids, 
or plants ; accordinjg to thofe (everal d^grds 
or orders of paintifig Whtdi your krdftip will 

find 
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• A? .for ArcjhutbctItrs, *usno woodk tf 
(opwty nobis defigns of ilus kindh^i&e mi^ 
te^iry'i .ainaiigft us ^ fifioe dw ^nius (if our 
taidoa hks fcitfastto -btito^ (b Uttle tuatn'i Ai^ 

l&itti^jroon dte nobler yuMicJt buildings pe* 
t'A (if I«toy lay fo) wider the hand of one 
An^ (MHTt-architttA ; who$ if ke had been 
«hte to pro&t by cxperiehGC^ wouM Ipng finest 
*t otiir cxpcncc, have prov'd the ^reateft 
jjMifter in the woiW. But I qaeflion Whetheir 
«ur pdtienee is like to hold much longef* 
The ddvaftatioh ^ long committed ih this 
Urniy h^ made us begin to grow rude and 
cUnuroas -at the bearing of a new palads 
iftiitf or a ntw defign committed toibme 
^gdk Of impoleat preteHkr. 

^TtB the good fate of our nation in this 

particular, that diere remain yet two of the 

nobleft fubjedts for architecture ; our prince's 

jyi^v»t and our hou/e of parliament. For I 

K can't 
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can?t but Cuicy that when JUnUhell \9 thougKI 
o^ tbriKighbouring lords and cotmmnivriHX Tit 
&e fafflie tUne be plac'd in better chaml?crs 
^d af»av|iBents, than at prefei^t ; wc)re it oAf 
fQt aiaje^'s fak^ andias a; magnificence be^ 
coming the perfoa of ihe prince^ wha» hereap* 
pears ior full folomnily. Not db- 1 fesnr th^ 
jsrhen theCs new fiibje£b are attempted, we 
ihpu'd mifcarry as grofly a» we hawe done in 
others before. Our/Ufte^ ii» diis re{pe&y may 
prove perhaps more fortunate than our churchy 
in having waited till a national tafte was 
form'd, before thefe edifices were undertaken.- 
But the zeal of the nation cou'd not, it feems^ 
admit fo long a delay in their ecclefiafUcal 
j[tru^res,. particularly their metropciitam. And 
ilnce a zeal ,of this fort hasbeen newly kindled 
amongft us, 'tis.}ike we fl^l fee firom 9br the 
many fpires arifing in our great cit^, mth 
' fuch hafty and fudden growth, as may Jbe die 
occafion perhaps that our immediate relifh 
fhall be hereafter cenfur'd, as retaining muck 
of what actifis call the Gethick kind. 
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ihxHyj iaiccd^ astbe puUick now fkmb» 
iliou'd we bear to fee a WUtehall treated like 
9 Hampton Ckurtj or ' even a new cathedral 
like St. Paul's. Almoft every one now be- 
comes conccrn'd, and intereftshimfclf in fuch 
publick ftruftures. Even :thofe pieces too are 
brought under the common ccnfurc, which, 
tho^ rais'd by private men, arc of fuch a 
grandiire and magnificence, as to become na- 
tional orrjunents. Hie ordinary man niay 
build his cott^, or ths plain g^tleman hii 
countiy-houft according as he fancies : but 
when a great man builds, he will find little 
quarter from the publick, if inftead of a 
beautiful' p9e, he raifes^ at a vaft expence, 
iuch a felfe and counterfeit piece of magnifi'^ 
.cencc^ as can be |afily arraigned for its da- 
for^ty, by fo many knowing men in art^ 
aiKi by the whole ^«^r, v(4io, in fudi a coo- 
je£ture, readily follow ibeir opinion. , 

lajeali^ thi> pi^e sure no finaB parties in 

this caufe. Nothing mpvd fucce&fuUy with* 

cut 'em. There can be no PyBticK, but 

K i whert 
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where they are included. And withotit a 
ptMdi mit^ imowfai^ guidod' and €ms&kA, 
ilMt is iK^hing iRfftkh cxA xUife i true am- 
tikibiiiAthe«rtift|^iioihingtvhkli tikn €^r 
ths genius of ^ iiir^ffkih^, of t^kt htm 
smulcms df after-ftitw, and oY tbesq^pr^a- 
tfdfioif 1& imrmyy atld ^pofimtj. J^enrwidt . 
«b^ Ik natuniHy, as it fnewm^ noft tidce 
fact : \n tbeft be has a |>aflioiiate cohiMH, and 
kitereft^ T&isni » bim by thcfkilK^gmiuB of 
<fijrfjF,lJie fame Anviaad^g^^T^fmnnRr, by wbsdt 
htspropo^, aid i]^ib>ri0d$ofbts paths and 
Induftry are feclir'd to Usi^ and tabi^.gBiic» 

, Svery thing C9i»-qparartie$, In fiic& a^/im^ 
idward» the impitnrnnienc of orf and^ims^ 
And for th^ dgfipittg Ms In pardcabr, ^fiR:li 
^as Archki&ur^ pmming^ SSki^O^iary^ tilt^y 
.aittJ9 a manner lihk'd togeMiir. Tbe tafte of 
one kindbrings ni^fiSu^ ihat x>f theothetv 
along with it. When Acjra fpirit of a na- 
-tion tarns itfdf this Wffcy, jiid^ilcnts' ire 
lbnn'4 i criti^eb irife $ the publick eye ar«i 
*4Ax m^rme |. a right tafte -prevails, tindin^a 
t^.. • * -i manner 
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ptoving, netKing fo natitfa^ ib cm-ginwl to; 
the liberal arts, as that reigmng. liberty and. 
lf(g)i ({HTitof a people, which £com the. Jbahit. 
df J4i4gilig in tfa« UgheA mstttess fort^em^ 
ftl v«s, makes 'em freely )adge of other fi^jefis^ 
and ente^ dioravrly ii$o the c^amflers ^s w^Q^. 
dl fMerizni manner fi ascf die/r^^cr tccwib; 
of iMny iii ^tt andfcieote. & fnuch^ my. 
iMd, ^ we owe tathecsecelleiice of oiur na-^ 
tional conftitution, aod leg^ monarchy ;. 
happily fitted for us, and which alone cou'd 
hoB tQjgether &> mij^tf ^ p^oplcf; 9^ Qmtcrs 
(dio^ at fo far a diftancr from each other) in' 
Ac goycrn^icf^t ^f ihet^f/Hves ; and i&ee|iag, 
imder cm head iJl one vaft metropplh $ whofe. 
enornious growth, however ceafticaUe in 
<^(kytt refpe£b, is ai%>iaUy a caufe that work- 
tHanfliip and arts of fo m^y idnds aqfe to 
Atch per£e6Uon. 

Wliat encouragensents our higher powers 

may thin^ fit to give thefe growing arts, I 

vriU not pretend to guels. This I know, that 

^ds fo much for tbetf advantage and interdl to^ 

K 3 m^e 
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make thdhfeltf^ tke cluef parties in the Cft«6^> 
that I wifk no court or miniftrjr, bdldes a 
truly virtuous and wife one, may ever con- 
cern themfelves in the afikir. For (houM they 
do fo, they wou d in reality do xnxxt harm 
than good ; fiiice 'tia not liie nsfture c^ a 
court (fuch as courts generally are) to im- 
prove, but rather corrupt a.ta/ie. And what 
is in the beginning fet wrong by their exam* 
jde, is hardly ever afterwards recoverable in 
the genius of a nation. 

Caitent therefore I am, my lord, that 
BuiTAiN ftands in this reffeSk as fhe now 
does. Nor can one, methinks, with juft 
reafon regret her having hitherto ma^e no 
greater advancement in thefe affiiirs of art.> 
As her fw^V«//^ has grown, and been eft»- 
blifh'd, fhe has in proportion fitted herfdf for 
other improvements. There has been no* 
anticipation in the cafe. And in this furely 
flie muft be efteem'd wife, a$ well as happy j 
that ere (he attempted to raife herfelf any o- 
dier tafte or relilh, Ihe fecur'd herfelf a right 
•t^ in g^ernmint,' She has now the ad van- 
■ ., tagc 
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tagc'bf licginning in other matters, on a new 
foot. She has her toMs ytt to feek, her 
fcak and fiandard to form, with deKberation 
and good choice. Able enough fhe is at pfc- 
fent to ihift for hcrfelf ; however abaiwiorfd 
or hdplefe ^ has been left % thofe w4iom it 
became to affift her. Hardly, indeed, cou'd 
fbe proCiure a fingle 4imdemy for the training ' 
of ^ yo«th ia cxercifes. As good foldiers 
3S we are, -and as good hories as our climate 
affords, ow princes, raAer than esqpend their 
Crcafure this way, have fuffer'd our youth to 
pals into a foreign nation, to learn to ride. 
^ /or other ^^Awy/, fuch as thofe for paint- 
jug^ Sculpture, orv architefture, we have not 
(b much as heard of Ae^propoial^ whilft the 

"mcc of our rival nation raifcs acadcmys, 
^eeds youth, and fends rewards . and penfions 
into foreign countries, to advance the intereft 
^ credit of his -own. Now. if, notwith- 
ftandi»g ^ induflry and pains of this foreign 

^ and the fupine unconcemedn^fs of our 
^ the national tafte however rifes, andal- 

^y flitfws itfelf in many refpcfts beyond 
*, . of ^^ ^ highly-affifted neighbours.^, 

^^ K 4 what 
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iRiM gf^ter {g^ can there.be of tbrfoptt' 
rforfty of ge^iiUi Hi oas pf ^fe nutidiu abavfi 

in m iMFtick ol oAe ef ibe g^sftftOs^ fr^ifi 

^ ptefdnt chief mini^ s to pi^fiik > btving 
^ under bbn fisf adademifts, Jhmb jAv AiAftf 
•* jwt^^'fw— — rm ^wfon to he rsctivM lafe* 
^ &r the agd oftlvejity'^fivev A thonEmd^ 
M livFsft pentfioii for each fehc^ar--- *-*dMb 
•^ ii«Uteri to htf appoitttrf for teacdiing dic^rt 
<« the necefliiry fctences, and iniknSuigtben 
^ In the treaties cf peaee and aHiance^^ 
<< trlifch have beoi forrtcrlf made - ■ -^thg 
^ members to affemhle three tiincsa^lTOcfc 
ii ^-.^^^^^^C'efijg afitmnairi (feysrtJie wrilser) 
<* fu'^ntinra fos fecretmns d'i^aJMr-y qm 
« ^r ^gre% pmmfif nm(^ (f ck fhtf hunti 

I muff confeft, my lord, a^ great an ad* 
lA^rer as I a^ of ^fe jtgdlar iiifidttticins* 

I 
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Jt^'t but lode wfon ^n ncadsm^ Jbi^ mmifiiPs^ 
as a very esstraordm^ d&sk]iSkimtvA : ^fpe*-^ 
cialljf in i^h a mpnarGby a& Francs, ^ sk^ 
fuch a cDi^n&uFe ^ ^ {Mrefent. It looksr 
^ if (]|0 mincers of d^t court had difeever'4 
\^Y feme »ew madiads «£ mgociatiQ% imh 
as thdbr predetffl^s fijCH£ia£ v and Maz^**. 
lUirE orver tboit^ of j or that^ om the<aii^ 
tr^y tk^.h&ire found Aemfelvcs fo dediii'd». 
and at fuch a lofs in the management of tiiis 
prefent treaty, as to be forc'd to take their 
]tSon from fome of thofe miniftcrs \vtd» ^d^m 
iksy tMG$t : a re|>roach» of whicb, m> dOMbty 
they mxA be M^ ibniihle. 

' . Bur 'Us liol my defign b^re, to ent^^ 
ycrar brdfhtp wkb any reflexions on poUti^J^ 
er thr methods which the French may taka 
to raife ^emiSdvos xew miniMtrsy or nrw ^-* 
ncrab ; "vrtio may prove a better iHiatch for u^ 
0ian hitherto, whilft we hdd our $ld. I will 
finly fay to your lordfliip on this ful^e^ af 
tKadtmys 5 that indeed I have lefs concern foi 
riie deficiency of fuch a one as this, than of 
^j other wUch cou'd be thouj^t of, for Ehg* 

LAND} 
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1 AKD ; and that as for a fcminarjr, ofjiafef' 
tmny I doubt not but, without this extraordi- 
mry hdp, we ihall be able, out of our old 
ftock, and the common courfe of bufineis, 
conftantly to furniih a fufficient number of 
wtll-qualify*d perfons to ierve upon ocxafion, 
either at home, or in our foreign treaties ; 
as often as fudi perfons accordingly qualif/d 
flttU duly, honeftly, and bona fide be required 
to ferve. 

I return therefore to my virtu$fo fcience ; 
which being my chief amufement in diis place 
and circumftance,. your lordfbip has by it a 
frcih inftance that I can never employ my 
tfioughts with(atisfa£Uon on any fubjed, with- 
out making you a party. For even this very 
Notion had its rife chiefly froni the conver*^ 
iation of a certain day, i^ich I had tbe happi* 
nefs to pafs a few years fmcein the country 
with your lordfhip. *Twas there you fhev/d 
me fome ingravings, which had been fent you 
from Italy. One in particular I well re^ 
member ; of which the fubjcft was the very 
fame with that of my written Notion in- 
closed. 
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dos'd. But by what hand it was done^ or aftrr 
what mafter, or how executed^ I have quite 
forgot It Wds the fummer fedbn, when 7ou> 
had rece& from bufinefs* And I haye< ac- 
cording/ calculated this eptjile and frojeSf for* 
the fame receis and leifure. For by the time 
this can reach England, the fpring will be 
far advanc'd, and the national affairs in a 
manner ov^, with thofe who are hot in tbi 
immediate admini/hration. 

Were that indeed your lordfhip's Ibt^ at 
prefent i I know not whether in regard to 
my cbuntry I fhou'd dare throw fuch amufe- 
ments as^thefe in your way. Yet even in this 
cafe, I wou'd venture to £iy however, in de- 
fenfe of my projed, and of the cau/e of paint- 
ing*, that cou'd my young hero conie to your 
lordfhip as well reprefented as he might have 
been, either by the hand of a Marat or a 
JoRDANO, (the mafters who were in being, 
and in repute, when I firft travel'd here in 
Italy) the plSfure itfelf, whatever the trea- 
tife prov'd, wou'd have been V^orth. notice, 
and might have become a prefent worthy of 

o^r 
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«if ><Wrtj^ftd prihcc's palact ; eljjedally wettf 
k fo U^fe'd as to lodge wiAii> it a royal ilRie 
of her m^jefty's. Suc^ a i^ecc tf furAitiPe 
mg^t well fit ^ galfeiy, or hJiBof ex€»cifes^ 
v)iere ydur young princes ibeo'i iei^m thtto 
vfual Mhm. And to fee ViRf^E i^ Ah 
§arb aftd adioif, m^ght perhs^s be no fli^ 
mettioraiidttm hereafter to a r^yalymOhy who^ 
ftouV ofie day come to undei^ iSm trial 
himfelf } on which his own happiAe&, a» 
well as the fate of Europe and of the world, 
ipou'd in fo great a mtsJhxt^ depencL 

* 'Hib, my lord, is making (asypufee) th# 
moft I can of my frojeS^ and fitting off my 
amufements with the beft colour I am able % 
tittt I may be die more e^rcufabl^ in cammu<< 
aicating them to your lordfhip, and exprefling 
(bus, with what zeal I am, 
•, My Lord, 

Tmr LordJhip*5 
Naples, March 6, . moft faithful 
N.S. 171 2, humble fervara^ 

SHAFTESBDltV. 
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OF THE 

l£.^o£ SMjiFTESBURT, 



Taken from the Account of hi? Lif<? in thf 
Qiiural Di^imary. 

4»ex(raaofm ktur u ♦ Th«n» Sanger EJ^i 
Lmukn^ Fib. ijfdi, 1695. 

aor indeed hare I time. Weba7egot« 
jbiU to Be ei^rofled^ whi^ \zys an inoipaQit^ 
ion Ate E^e&QT (^s the late pt&d a&^ocs on Ae 
,jR}iBae4) in cafe of <:pHfaptiofi» rtwat,. drkilf^ 
&£. ^d which oUiges the kni^ts of itl|e 
fiiire tob^V€ 500 1. a yesr^ or die inberi^uMie 
.of ity as fre^ld wi^in die eoi«a^, aad m 
burgri6 aoal. a jrear fo t n c wbqy e at baft in 
England on the lame ttnns* You cou'd, I 



* A gentldman who hid as office wadee. the lord 
* chancellor ^baftesbury. 

believe^ 
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fcdicvcj fcarcdy imagine with yourfolf, who 
tiiefc are in the worfd, or who they are m 
the houfe, who oppofe this, and all other 
. fiich bills as this, might and main } and who 
they are, that are condemned of flying in the 
£ace of the government, as they call it, by 
being for fuch things as thefe are, and prefling 
fuch hard things on die prerogative or court. 
In fhort, you wou'd hardly believe, that your 
poor friend, that now writes to you, has fen- 
.tence (and bitter fentencc too) every daj 
pafling upon him, for going, as you may be 
iiire he goes and ever will go on fuch occafions 
;as thefe ; whatever party it be, diat is in, or 
out at court, that is in poiTeffion of the places, 
and afraid of lofing their daily bread by jiot 
being fervile enough, or that are out of 
.-|daces, and think, by croffing the court, and 
Tiding with good and popular things againft it, 
-to get into thofe places of profit and manage- 
• tnent. No more. My kind fervice to Mrs. 
.Stringer, and my fervice too to yoiur fon. 
-. . Jam 

^our ftncere friend^ &c. 
' A. Aihlef. 

A 
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J, Letter to thi Earl of Oxtojm, 

My Lord, Reygatey March 2(jy 1711* 

'T* HE honour you have done mt in many 
kind* inquiries after my health, and the 
favour you have fliewn me lately, in forward- 
ing the only means I have left for my reco- 
very, by trying the air of a wanner climate^ 
obliges me e*er I leave England to return your 
lordihip my moft humble thanks and acknow- 
ledgments in this manner, (ince I am unable 
to do it in a better. I might perhaps, my 
lord, do injufHce to myfelf, having had no 
opportunity of late years to pay my particular 
refpeds to you, if 1 fliould attempt any other- 
vnk to compfiment your lorcMhip on d^ kte 
honours you have received, than by appealing 
to'the early acquaintance and ftrid correfpcm- 
iknce I had once the honour to maintain uddi 
you and your family, for which I had beeh 
bred almoft from my infancy to have the higb- 
eft regard. Yoiu' lordihip well knows my 
principles and behaviour from the firft hour I 
engaged in any publick concern, and widi 
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wcat zcat I fpcnt Come years of my life in fup* 
porting your iottreft^ whidi I diooght of* 
greater moment to the publick^ than my qwn^ 
or family's cou'd tvcx be. What the mitaral 
t&As niir of ptivxkc frmdflatip (b fidunded*, 
^lld wj^at the confeqomce of iiStmk «pini- 
xm9 ioderv^nit^ your fardfliif^ who k ia 
fp^foA a ju4^ of men and things, oan bej^t 
/fiC:dv« widi yoorfelf^ than I can pefSbly ftt^ 
^geft. And beiog lb knowing in friends, {of 
^hom your lorddiip bas acquired (o many) 
fou cao lecoUeEl Isonrtfade ties or (Mig^QPm 
^ftve beeti Hitherto (preTerved torwrnr^ yidu^ anil 
(irhiciCe fri^ndAiips, affeSiom^ and prmcipks 
•^pb» maj 'for ^ ^mnv beft depi^nd upon jn 
4|I} circuo^bmces and variations pttbUcfc and 
l>rilv«^. f <»f my own part^ I ihatt fay orif^ 
ihat I veiy fincerely wtfii yoii lii happkM&y 
and CAA wii^ no SMii iitring cougp^asc 
Hinore heartily on wh«t I account ncal Imnoor 
wi profperity. Your condud of the pub- 
lick wiU hQ the JHft earntft and mfimmoe of 
^^pur gfeztxmk and power t and I &mU. then 
^chiefly congfatwlale with your loidflt^ m 
.ywr m^ited boooiir^ mi adv^nqoiSBiem^ when 
:. 4 ^ . ' ' by 
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by the happy effedb it appears evidently in ihk 
fcrvice of what caufe, and for the advantage 
of what intereft they were acquired arid em- 
ployed. Had I been to wifh by what hands 
the publick (hould have been ferved, thelio- 
liour of the firft part (your lordfhip well 
knows) had ftllert to you longfincc. If others, 
from whom I leaft hdped, haVe done greatly 
and as became them, I hope, if poiEble, you 
will ftill exceed all they have performed, and 
accomplifh the great work fo glorioufly begun 
and carried on for the refcue of liberty, and 
the deliverance of Europe and mankind. And 
in this prefumption I cannot but remain with 
the fame zeal and ftncetity as evdr. 

My Lprdy &c. 

J Letter to the Lord GoDOLFHiK. 

My Lord^ Reygate^ May ly, 17 1 1. 

TO EING about to attempt a journey to 

Italy to try what a warmer climate (if I 

amiable to reach it) may do towards the re- 

I^ ftoring 
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tforfiig rtie a little breath i^ Kfc, it is iiri- 
:pQffible for me to ftir hence, till I have «c- 
j^itted myfelf ef my refpeifts the beft J caa 
to your lordihip, to whom alone, had I but 
.ftrength enough to make my compliment^, 
"Ond pay a day'^ attendance in town, I (hould 
think myfelf fufidently h^)py in my weak 
fiate of health. I am indeed, my Ior<i|, 
Mttle able to sender fervices of any kind ; -nor 
do I pretend to offer myfelf in foch a capa^- 
city to any one, except your lordftdp only. 
But could I -flattern^felf that e'er I parted 
hence, or while I pafled throng France, 
or ftay'd in Italy, I could any where, in the 
leaft trifle, of in the higheft concern, render 
any manner of fervice to your lordihip, I 
{hould be proud of ^di a ccHnmiifion. Sure 
I am, in what relates ta your honour and 
name (if that can receive ever any advantage 
from fuch an hand as mine) your publick as 
well as private merit will not pafs unremem- 
hred into whatever region or climate I am 
transferred. No one has a more thdroogh 
knowledge in thatldnd than myfelf, nor no 
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one^here is, who on this account has a juftef 
ri^t to profeis himfelf, as I (hall ever do^ 
with higheft obligation and moft conftant 
zeal, 

A^ Lordy 

your Lordjhi^s moft faithful and moji 
obedient bumble fervanty 

Shaftesbury. 



FINIS. 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



